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TO 



HENRT SMITH, ES<^ 

SECRETARY to the Hon. the BOARD 

OP ORDNANCE, 

IN THB 

- • 

KINGDOM or IRELAND. 

Sir, 

A DEDICATION wears, at all times, 
fo much the air of flattery, that 'tis hard 
to diftinguifti between the language dictated 
by Sincerity, and the fawnings of the Pa- 
rafite — between the refpeft paid hy petfonat 
gratitude to pterjonal merit y and the aukward- 
imitations of it offered at the foot of Wealth 
and Title by the' hungry expe<9:ant# 

I Ihall, for thefe reafons, only make one 
lliort obfervation on ih^ propriety of my 
offering thefe Iheets to your patronage— 
That although nothing doubting but the 
innate beauty of my favourite author, is 
capable of attra<aing the admiration and 
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fcizing the attention of every rank and n^^( 
~yet bavingr .had an opportunity (throu^/ 
the honour of a perfonal intimacy with you] 
of obferving, not only how reducible, but^ 
reduced to pradice, is that philanthropy^ 
he fo fweetly recommends in every pagc^ 
of his writings, — I have been induced ta 
prefix your name, as a fit head to fuch a 
body— feeling with what force precept comes 
home to the heart, ftrengthened hy fuch an 
example. 

I have therefore to beg you will attribute 
the liberty I here take with your name to 
its proper motive — z defire to hold up to 
the world a mirror, in which they (hould 
endeavour to behold their own likenefs — 
and to believe me, with every fentiment of 
gratitude and refpedli 

Sir, 
Your moft obliged. 

And moft humble fervant, 

A. F. 
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X H E very many editions that have al- 
ready pafled the prefs, of the *' Beauties 
of Sterne/' fuflSciently evince the fentiments 
of the public at large upon the propriety 
of fuch a work, and remove thofe objec- 
tions which at firft might have been fup- 
pofed to exift — it therefore only remains to 
point out the amendnients the world has a 
right to look for in the prefent edition. 

It has been a matter of much general 
complaint, that the feledtiohs hitherto made 
were of rather too confined a caft, — and 
that, contrary to the original, the utile and 
the dulce^wtrc not fuflSciently blended, or 
in equal quantities. That as the work was 
intended both for the recreation of our 
riper yeais, and the improvemjsnt of thfe 
more juvenile mind, it dragg'd on rather 
too ferious a fyftem of grave ngprality, un. 
mix'd with thofe fprightlier fallies of fancy, 
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which die great Qrighul knew fo jxidici. 
oufljr and equally to fcatter in our way. 

It has beeii likewife obrerved, that the 
dread of offending the ear of Chaftity, fo 
laudable in itfelf» has^ in the prefent cafe, 
been carried to an excels, thereby depriving 
us of cnanymoft laughable fcenes> chough in 
themfelves totally free from any objedions 
on the fcorc of indelicacy — and that, upon 
the whole, the pail compilers of Sterne, 
keeping^their eye rather upon his moralify, 
than his bummr — upon \m judgment^ than 
his wiU had likened the work to his Cane 
Chair, deprived tf the one of its knobs — in- 
complete and ununifcnrm. — Giving us ra-- 
t^er thofe plants which may be found in all 
climates and in everyfoil, than thofe which 
are more eflimable, becaufe more rare> and 
wnich have been brought to perfeftion in 
but a very few indeed fuch fkilfiil hands as 
-kis. 

To obviate in Ibme meafure thofe found* 
ed objections, has been the bbjed of the 
prefent edidonj in which, the reader, whe- 
ther of a grave or gay c<»npledion> will 

find 
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find an equal attention paid /him the 
fprightly reader will find, now for the firft 
time, feveral fcenes of fuch exquifite fancy 
— fuch true Shandean colouring, that he 
will be aftonifti'd, they could be overlooked 
by any who profefled to enumerate the 
" Beauties of Sterne." — Such are, Mr. 
Shandy's Beds of Juftice — ^Dr. Slop and 

Sufannah — Parfon Yorick's Horfc and 

many other pidhjres of the fame tint.— 
The heart of Senfibility will receive a me- 
lancholy pleafure in the contemplation of 
Yorick's untimely fate ; — and the mind, in 
fearch of thofe duties we owe to God ahd 
Man, will receive frefh incentives toperfc- 
vere in well-doing, from that moft excel- 
lent difcourfe upon Charity — '* The Cafe 
of Elijah and the Widow of Zarephath 

f onfidered." A few of Jiis^moft admired 

Letters are alfo now added, and the whole 
embellifh'd, at a great expence, "^ith ca- 
pital engravings from original drawings ^tyit^ 
cuted for this particular purpofe. 

Thus will the reader perceive, that iis 
the mine whence, this gem is cxtraded 
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is by far the richeft this country has cv^i 
produced, no pains have been fpared i 
render it proportionably fuperior in bri/ 
liancy and flerling value. 

To promote the inccrcfts of Virtue b] 
exhibiting her in her moft pleafmg atti- 
tudes—to induce, if poffible, mankind t< 
purfue that road which alone leads to tru< 
happinefs, is the warmeft wifh of the Edi- 
tor** heart; and he firmly believes, there ii 
no mode fo eflfedtual, as ftrewing fuel 
fiowert as thefc in their way-— for impenc 
trable muft that heart be which cannot b 
foften'd by fo muctt^ood fenfc, enliven^ 
with fo much good humour^. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

IT 18 neceflary to acquaint the Reader, that the 
lefeiences in this volume are marked from the laft 
elegant London edition of Mr. Sumii works ia 
|en volumes^ Price two Guineas. 
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Rev. Mr. LAURENCE STERNE, 



WRITTEN BY HIMSELF. 
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OGER STERNE fgrandfbn to 
Archbifhop Sterne) Lieutenant in Handa^ 
fide's regiment, was married to Agnes He- 
bert, widow of a captain of a good family : 
her family name was (I believe) Nuttlc — 
though, upon recolledtion, that wais the 
name of her father-in-law, who was a noted 
futler in Flanders, in C^een Ann*is wars, 
where my father married his wife's daughter 
(N. B. he was in debt to him) which was in 

September 25, 171 1, Old Style. rThis 

Nuttle had a fon by my grajidmother — a 

fine 
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fine perfon of a man, but a gracelefs whelp 
>i— what became of him I know not — The 
family (if any left), live now at Clonmcl, 
in the South of Ireland, at which town I 
was born November 24, 171 3, a few days 
after my mother arrived from Dunkirk. — 
My birth-day was ominous to my poor 
father, who was, the day after our arrival, 
with many other brave officers, broke, and 
fent adrift into the wide world with a wife 
and two children^ — the elder of which was 
Mary ; flie was bom at Lifle in French 
Flanders, July the tenth, one thoufand 
feven hundred and twelve. Old Style. — 
This child was moft unfortunate — Ihe mar- 
ried one Weemans, in Dublin — who ufed 
her moft unmerciftiUy — fpent his fubftance, 
became a bankrupt, and left my poor lifter 
to fliift for herfeli, — ^which ftie was able to 
do hut for a few months^ for Ihe went to a 
friend's houfe in the country, and died of a 
broken heart. She was a moft beautiful 
woman — of a fine figure, and deferved a 
better fate. — ^The regiment in which my fa- 
. ther ferved, being broke, he left Ireland as 
foon as I was able to be carried, with the 
reft of his family, and came to the family 
feat at Elvington, near York, where his 
mother lived. She was daughter to Sir 
George Jaques, and an heirefs. There 
we fojourned for above ten months, when 

the 
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the regiment was eftablilhed, and our 
houlhold decamped with bag and baggage 
for Dublin — within a month of our ar- 
rival, my father left us, being ordered to 
Exeter, where, in a lad winter, my mother 
and her two children followed him, travel- 
ling from Liverpool by land' to Plymouth. 
(Melancholy defcription of this journey 
not neceffary to be tranfmitted here. ) In 
twelve months we were all fent back to 
Dublin. — My mother, with three of us 
(for fhe laid in at Plymouth of a boy, 
Joram), took (hip at Briftol, for Ireland, 
and had a narrow efcape from being caft 
away, by a leak fpringing up in the veflcl. 
At length, after many perils and ftrugglcs, 
we got to Dublin. There tny father took 
a large houfe, furnifhed it, and in a year 
and a half's time fpent a great deal of mo- 
ney. — In the year one thouf^hd feven 
hundred and nineteen, all unhing'd again j 
the regiment was ordered,with many othcrsj^ 
to the Ifle of Wight, in order to embark 
for Spain, in the Vigo expedition. We 
accompanied the regiment, and were driven 
into Milford Haven, but landed at Briftol, 
from thence by land to Plymouth again, 
and to the Ifle of Wight — where I remem- 
ber we ftayed encamped fome time before 
the embarkation of the troops— (in this 
expedition from Briftol to Hamplhire we 

loft 
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loft poor Joram — a pretty boy, four yeart 
old, of the fmall-pox), my mother, lifter, 
and myfelf, remained at the Ifle of Wight 
during the Vigo expedition, and until the 
regiment had got back to Wicklow in 
Ireland, from whence my father fent for 
us. We had poor Joram*s lolk fupplied 
during our ftay in the lile of Wight, by 
the birth of a girl, Anne, born September 
the twenty-third, one thoufand fcvcn hun- 
dred and nineteen. — This pretty bloflbm 
icU at the age of three years, in the bar- 
racks of Dublin — Ihe was, as I well re- 
member, pf a fine delicate frame, not 
made to laft long, as were moft of my fa- 
ther's babes. We embarked for Dublin, 
^d had all been caft away by a moft vio- 
lent ftorm, but, through the interceffions 
of my mother, the captain was prevailed 
upon to turn back into Wales, where we 
ftayed a month, and ax length got into 
Dublin, and travelled by land to Wicklow,, 
where my father had for fome weeks given 
us over for toft. — We lived in the bar- 
I'acks at Wicklow one year (one thoufand 
feven hundred and twenty), when Devi- 
jeher (fo called after Colonel DevijeherJ 
was born; from thence we decamped to 
ilay half a year with Mr. Featherfton, a 
clergyman, about feven miles from Wick- 
low, who being a relation of my mother's^ 

invited 
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invited us to his parfonage, at Animo. — Jt 
was in this parifti, during our ftay, that I 
had that wonderful efcapein failing through 
a mill-race whilft the niill was going, and 
of being taken up unhurt — the ftory is in- 
credible, but known for truth in all thai 
part of Ireland — where hundreds of the 
common people flocked to fee me. — From 
hence we followed the regiment to Dublin, 
where we lay in the barracks a year. la 
this year, one thoufand feven hundred and 
twenty-one, I learned to write, &c. The 
regiment was ordered in twenty-two to Car- 
rickfergus, in the north of Ireland ; we aU 
decamped, but got no further than Drog- 
heda, thence ordered to Mullengar, forty 
mile& weft, where by Providence we (tum- 
bled upon a kind relation, a collateral dew 
fcendant from Archbiftiop Sterne, who 
took us all to his caftle, and kindly enter*, 
tained us for a year — and fent us to the reu 
giment at Carrickfergus, loaded with kindw 
nefles, &c, — a moft rueful and tedious 
journey had we all, inMarchj, to Carrick. 
fergus, where we arrived in fix or feven 
days — little Devijeher here died; he was 
three years old — He . had been left behind 
atnurfe at a farm-houfe near Wick4ow, 
but was fetch'd to us by my father. The 
fummer after — another child fent to fill 
his placcj^ Sufan ; this babe too left us be- 
hind 
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hind in this weary journcy-^The autumn 
of that year, or the fpring afterward (I 
forget which) my father got leave of his 
colonel to fix me at fchool — which he did 
near Halifax, with an able matter ; with 
whom I ftaid fome time, till by God's care 
of me, my coufin Sterne, of Elvington, 
became a father to me, and fent me to the 
univerfity, &c. &c. To purfue the thread 
of our ftory, my father's regiment was 
the year after ordered to Londonderry, 
where, another filler was brought forth, 
Catherine, (till living, but moft unhappily 
cfl:ranged from me by my uncle's wieked- 
nefs, and her own folly — From this (lation 
the regiment was fent to defend Gibraltar, 
at the fiege, where my father was run 
through the body by Captain Phillips, in 
a duel (the quarrel began about a goofe) 
with much difficulty he furvived — though 
with a partial conftitution, which was not 
able to withftand the hardlhips it was put 
to-i— for he was fent to Jamaica, where he 
foon fell by the country fever, which took 
away his fenfes firft, and made a child of 
him; and then, in a month or two, walk- 
ing about continually without complain- 
ing, till the moment he fat down in an arm 
chair, and breathed his laft — which was 
at Port Antonio, on the north of the 
ifland* — My fether was a little fmart man 

— adive 
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— acflive to the laft degree, in all exercifcs 
— moft patient of fatigue and difippoint- 
ments, of which it pleafed God to give 
him full meafure — he was in his temper 
fomewhat rapid and hafty — but of a kind- 
ly, fweet difpofitioii, void of all defign; 
and fo innocent in his own intentions, that 
he fufpedled no one : fo that you might 
have cheated him ten times in a day, if 
nine had not been fufficient for your pur* 
pofe — my poor father died March, 1 7.3 r— ^ 
I remained at Halifax till about the latter 
end of that year, and cannot omit men- 
tioning this anecdote of myfelf, and fchool- 
matter — He had the cieling of the fchool- 
room new whitewaftied — the ladder re- 
mained there — I one unlucky day mounted 
it, and wrote with a bruih, in large capital 
letters, LAU. STERNE, for which the 
uftier feverely whipped me. My mafter 
was very much- hurt at this, and (aid, be- 
fore me, that never Ihould that name be 
effaced, for I was a boy of genius, and he 
was furc I (hould come to preferment—- 
this expreflion made me forget the ftripes 
I had received* In the year thirty-two* 



* He was admitted of Jefus College, in the univeriity of 
Cambridge, ^th July, 17331 ""^^'^ ^^e tuition of Mr. Cannoiw 
Matritulated 291)1 March, 1735. 
Admitted to the degree of B. A. in January, 1736. 
■ M. A. It the Commencement, 1 -j^q, 

my 
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Shandy*. In that year Lord Falconbridgc, 
prefented mc with the curacy of Coxwold 
— a fweet retirement in comparifbn of Sut- 
ton. In fixty-two I went to France, be- 
fore the peace was concluded, and you 
both followed me. I left you both in 
France, and in two years after, I v ent to 
Italy for the recovery of my health — ^and 
when I called upon you, I tried to engage 
your mother to return to England with me, 
~{he t and yourfclf are at length come 
— and I have the int xprcflible joy of feeing 
ipy girl every thing I wifhed her. 

/ bave/et down thcfe particulars relating 
to fnyfamil\\ an J f elf, for my Lidia, in caje 
hereafter ft>€ might have a curiofity, or kinder 
Pfotive to know thtm. 

* The following is the order in which Mr. Sterne's publica* 
tions appeared : 

1747. The Cafe of Elijah and the Widow of Zarephath con- 
fuitrcd: A charity-fcrm«ii preuchcd ou Good-Friday, April 
17, 1747, for the fjpport of two chaiity-fchools in York. 

1750. The Abufes of Coiifcicnce: Set forth in a fermon 
preached in the cathedral church of Si. Peter's, York, at the 
fummcr aflizrs, before the Hon. Mr. Baron Clive, and the 
Hon. Mr. Baron Smyt.hc, on Sunday, July 29, 1750. 

1759. Vol. 1 and i, of Triftram Shandy. 

1760 Vol. I acci ?., of Scimons. 

1761. Vol. 3 an.i 4, of Triltram Shandy. 

176a. Vol. 5 and 6 of Trilhbin Shandy. 

1765. Vol. 7 aud 8, of Triftram Siiandy, 

17^16 Vol. 3 and 4. of Sermons. 
. J 767 Vol. 9, ot Tiiftram Shandy. 

1768 The StLtmiunal Journey. 

TIk remainder of >.iis works were publifhed after his death.- 

i» From this pail^ge it apptars that the prefi ni account of 
Mr. Scerne's Life and Ftinily was written about fix months 
#oly before lu6 death. 

AS 
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S' Mr. Steme, in the foregoing narra- 
tive, hath brought down the account of 
himfelf until within a few months of his 
death, it remains only to mention that he 
left York about the end of the year 1 767, 
and came to London in order to publifti 
The Sentimental Jourftey, which he had writ* 
ten during the preceding fummer at his fa- 
vourite living at Coxwold. His health had 
been for fome time declining, but he con- 
tinued to vifit his friends, and retained ,his 
ufual flow of fpirits. In February, 1768, 
he began to perceive the approaches of 
death, and with the concern of a good 
man, and the folicitude of an aflfecSJonatc 
parent, devoted his attention to the future 
welfare of his daughter. His letters at 
this period refledl fo much credit to his 
cbaradler, that it is to be lamented fome 
others in the coilcdlion are not permitted to 
fee the light. After a Ihort ftruggle with 
his, diforder, his debilitated and worn 
out frame fubmitted to fate on the 1 8th 
day of March, 1768, at his lodgings in 
Bond-ftrett. He was buried at the new 
burying-ground. belonging to the panfh 
of St. George, Hanover-fquare, on the 22d 
of the fame month, in the moft private 
manner ; and hath fince been indebted to 
ftrangers tor a monument very unworthy 

of 
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of his memory ; on which the following 
lines are infcribed : 

♦* Near to this Place 

Lies the Body of 

The Reverend Laurence Sterne, A. M. 

Died September 13th, 1768,* 

Aged 53 Years. 
■ ** Ah! molHttr ojfd quiefcant^ 

If a found Head, warm Heart, and Breaft hnmaae, 
Unfullicd Worth, and Soul without a Stain ; 
If mental Powers could ever juftly claim 
The well- won Tribute of immortal Fame, 
Sterne was the Man^ who with gigantic Stride, 
Mowed down luxuriant Follies far and wide. 
Yet what, though keenefl Knowledge of Mankind 
Unfeal'd to him the Springs that move the mind ; 
What did it coil him ? ridicul'd, abus'd. 
By Fools infulted, and byTrudes accus'd. 
In his, mild Reader, view thy future Fate, 
Like him defplfe, what 'twere a Sin to hate* 

This monumental ftone was eredled by 
two brother mafons ; for although he did 
not live to be a member of their fociety, 
ytx. as his all incomparable performances 
evidently prove him to have a(2«d by rule 
and fquare^ they rejoice in this opportunity 
of perpetuating his high and irreproach- 
able charafter to after age«. 



'^ It is icarcely neceiTary to obferve that this date is errooeou«. 



THE 




THE 



BEA.UTIES OF STERNE. 



ON WRITING. 



"T X 7RITING, when properly managed, (as you 
^ ^ may he Aire I think mine is) is but a difFe- 
rent name for converfation. As no one, who knows 
what he is about in good company, would venture 
to talk all ;'— fo no ^author, who underflands the juft 
boundaries of decorum and good-breeding, would 
prefume to think all : The trueft refpeft which you 
can pay to the reader's underftanding, is to halve this 
matter amicably, and leave him fometbing to imagine^ 
in his turn, as well as yourfelf. 

For my own part, I am eternally paying him 
compliments of this kind, and do all that lies in my 
power to keep his imagination as bufy as my own. 

B SFECIMSirS 
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SPECIMENS Op 

STERNE'S EPISTOLARY WRITING, 

OR, 

FAMILIAR LETTERS. 

TO MY WITTY WIDOW, MRS. F — . 

MADAM, Coxivouldt Aug. 3, 1760. 

T T 7HEN a man's brains are as dry as a fqucez'd 
^ ^ Orange — and he feels he has no more conceit 
in him than a mallet, 'tis in vain to think of fitting 
down, and writing a letter to a lady of your wit, un- 
lefs in the honeft John-Trot- Stile oU yours of the 
l^th inftant camefafe to handy i^c. which, by the bye, 
looks like a letter of bufinefs; and you know very 
well, from the firft letter I had the honour to write 
to you, I am a man of no bufinefs at all. This vile 
plight I found my genius in was the reafon I have 

told Mr. , I would not write to you till the next 

poft — hoping by that time to get fome recruit, at lead 
of vivacity, if not wit, to fet out with; — but upon 
fecond thoughts, thinking a bad letter in feafon — to 
be better than a good one out of it — this fcrawl is the 
confequence, which, if you will burn the moment 
you get it — I promife to fend you a fine fet e/Tay in 
the ftyle of your female epiftolizers, cut and trim'd 
At all points.— God defend me from fuch, who never 
yet knew what it was to fay or write one premeditated 
wbrd in my whole life — for this reafon I fend you 
' with pleafure, becaufe wrote with the carelefs irre- 
gularity 
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gulanty of an ea(y keart.-— -Whp told you, Garrick 
wrote the medley for Beard?— 'Twas wrote in hit 
houfe, however^ and before Ileft'town.— — *Ideny 
it — I was not lofl two days before I left town.— f 
w:as loft all the time I was thfre^ and never found 'till 
I got to this 5handy-caftle of mine,— Next winter I 
intend to fojoum a^iongft you with more decorum* 
and will neither be loft or found any where. 

Now I wifti to God, I was at your elbow— I hare 
juft finilhed one volimic of Shandy, and I want td 
read it to fome one who I know can tafte and reliih. 
humour — ^this, by the way, is a little inipudent in ma 
—for I take the thing for granted, which their high 
mightineffes the world have yet to determine — ^but I . 
mean no fuch thing— I could wiih only to have your 
opinion— (hall I, in truth, give you mine?— -I dare 
not— but I will ; provided you keep it to yourfd^^ 
know then, that I think there is more laughable 
humour,- with equal degree of Cervantic fatire— if 
not more than in the laft — ^but we are bad judges of 
the merit of our children. 

I return you a thoufand thanks for your friendly 
congratuladons upon my habitation — ^and t will take 
care, you ihall nevtr wiih me but well, for I am» 
Madam* 

Vntk great efteem and tmthy 

Your mofi obliged. 
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P. S. I have wrote this fo vilely and fo precipi- 
tately, I fear you muft carry it to a decypherer— - 
r beg you'll do me the honour to write — otherwile 
you draw mt in, inftead of Mr. — drawing you 
into a f crape — for I fliould forrow to have a tafte of 
( fo agreeable a correfpondent— and no more. 

Adieu. 
To Mr, GARRICK. 

Bath, April 6, 1 765. 

T SCALP you ! — my dear Garrick ! my dear friend ! 
-*• —-foul befal the man who hurts a hair of your 
head ! — and fo full was I of that very fentiment, that 
Hiy letter had not been put into the poft-office ten 
minutes^ before my heart fmote me; and I fent to 
recal it— but failed — You are fadly to blame. Shandy ! 
for this, quoth I, leaning with my head on my hand, 
as I recriminated upon my falfe delicacy in the affair. 
Garrick*s nerves (if he has any left) are as fine and 
delicately fpun as thy own— his fentiments as honeft 
and ^endly — thou knoweft. Shandy, that he loves 
thee — ^why wilt thou hazard him a moment's pain ? 
Puppy! fool, coxcomb, jack-afs, &c. &c. — and fo I 
balanced the account to your favour, before I received 
it drawn up in your tvay^^l {^iyyour tLv/y— -for it is not 
ftated fo much to your honour and credit, as I had 
pafTed the account before— -for it was a moil la- 
AiicntAble truth, that I never received one of the 

letters 
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letters your friendfhip meant me, except whilll ui 
Paris. Oh ! how I congratulate you for the an- 
xiety the world has, and continues to be under, for 
your return. — ^Return, ' return to the few who love 
you, and the thoufands who admire you. — The mo- 
ment you fet your foot upon your llage— ^nark ! I tell 
it you — ^by feme magic, irrefifted power, every fibre 
about your heart {hall vibrate afrefli, and as llrongly 
and feelingly as ever — ^Nature, mth glory at her back, 
will light up the torch within you— and there is 
enough of it left, to heat and enlighten the world 
thefe many, many, many years. 

Heaven be praifed ! (I utter it from my foul) that 
your lady, and my Minerva, is in a condition to walk 
to Windfor — full rapturoufly^ will I lead the graceful 
pilgrim to the temple, where I will facrifice with 
the pureft incenfe to her — ^but you may worfliip with 
me, or not — 'twill make no difference either in the 
truth or warmth of my devotion — ftill (after all I have 
feen) I flill maintain her peerlefs. 

Powel \ good Heaven ! — give me fome one with 
lefs fmoke and more fire— There are who, like the 
Pharifees, flill think they fliall be heard for mucJ!^ 
fpeaking — Come — come away, my dear Garrick, and 
teach us another lefTon. 

Adieu! — I love you dearly — and your lady better 
—not hobbihorfically — but molf fentimentally and 
affedlionately — for I am yours (that is, if you never 

fay another word about ) with all the fentimentfi 

of love and friendlhip you deferve from me, 

B 3 L. ST£R 
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ToMr.W, 

Coxwouldy May 25, iy6^ 

A T tills moment I am fitting in my fummer- 
-^^ houfe with my head and heart full, not of my 
uncle Toby's amours with the widow Wadman, but 
my fermons---and your letter has drawn me out of a 
penfite mood — the fpirit of it plea/etb me — but in this 
folitude, what can I teH or write to you but about 
myfelf— I am glad yoH ar^ in love— 'twill cure you 
at leafl of the fpleen, which has a bad effect on both 
3aaan and woman— I myfelf muft ever have fomo 
Dulcinea in my head-^It harmonizes the foul*«-and in 
rtiofe cafes I firft endeavour to make the lady believo 
£>> or rather I begin iirfl to make myfelf believe that 
I am in love— but I carry on my affairs quite in the 
French w:ay— *' PamoHr*^ (iay they). *' n*efi rien/ans 
^;i///«^;i/.^— Now notwithftanding they make fuch a 
pothes about the ^wordy they have no precife idea 
annexed to. it-T<-And fo much for that fame fiibjedb 
called love.— r— -I muft tell you how I have juft treated 
a French gentleman of fortune in France, who took 
j| liking to my daughter— -^Without any ceremony 
{having go; a letter from my wife's banker) he wrote 
me word that he was in love with my daughter, and 
defired to knpw what prtu^t 1 would give her at 
prefent, and how much at my death — ^by the bye, I 
^hink there was yery Uttlc fentiment on his fid e » 
My anfwer was, '^ Sir, I (hall give her ten thoufand 
^9^nd& t)iC; d^ of ]7iairriag6-«-Tii-»m}^ calculation is as 

follow* 
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follows— -flie is not eighteeii, you are fixty nvo— 
there goes five thoofand pounds — then. Sir, you at 

leaft think her not ugly ftie hats many accomplifh- 

ments, fpeaks Italian, French, plays upon the guittar, 
' and as I fear you play upon no inftrument whatever^ 
I think you will be happy to take her at my terms, 
ib here finifties the account of the ten thoufand 
pounds."- ■ I do not fuppofebut he will take this as 
I mean, that is — a flat refufal.— I have had a par- 
ibnage houfc burnt down by the careleflhefs of my 
curate's wife-^as foon as I can I muft rebuild it, I 
trow— but I lack the means at prefent — yet I am 
never happier than when I have not a (hilling in my 
' pocket — for when I have I can never call it my own. 
—Adieu, my dear friend — may you enjoy bettet 
health than me, the* not better ipirits, for that is im* 
poffibIe« 

Yours fincerely, 

L. STERNE* 

My compliments to the CoL 
From IGNATIUS SANCHO,* to Mr. STERNEv 

R&VtREND SIR, [1766.J 

ITT would be an infult on your humanity (or per* 

haps look like it) to apologize' for the liberty I 

am taking — I am one of thofe people whom the vul- 

B4 gar- 

• Ignatius Sancho wa« a black, and bom in 17^9, oir 
board a (hip in the (lave tradcf a few days after (he had quitted' 
the coaft of Guinea for the Spanifh W. ft Indies. He was a very 
icnfiblc man* and was many years in the fervice of the latC^ 
Xkike of Manc HEATS R, who left him an annuity. 
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gar and illiberal call negroes. — The firft part of my 
life was rather unlucky, as I was placed in a family 
who judged ignorance the beft and only fecurity for 
obedience. — A little reading and writing I got by 
unwearied application. —The latter part of my life 
has been, through God's blefling, truly fortunate — hav^ 
ifig fpent it in the fervice of one of the beft and 
greatcft families in the kingdom — my chief pleafure 
has been books — Philanthropy I adore — JrLow very 
much, good Sir, am I (amongft millions) indebted to 
you for the charader of your amiable Uncle Toby !— 
I declare I would walk ten miles in the dog-days, to 
ihake hands with the honeft Corporal. — Your fermons 
have touch'd me to the heart, and. I hope have amend- 
ed it, which brings me to the point — In your tenth 
difcourfe> is this paffage — *' Confider'how great a part 
of our fpedes in all ages down to this— have been trod 
under the feet of crucl^ and capricious tyrants, who 
would neither hear their cries nor pity their diftrcffes, 
— Confider flavery — what it is — ^how bitter a draught 
•— -and how many millions are made to drink of it." — 
Of all my favourite authors, not one has drawn a tear 
in favour of my miferable black brethren — excepting 
yourfejf, and the humane author of Sir Geo. EllifoB. 
—I think you will forgive me ; I am fure ycu will ap- 
•plaud me for befeeching you to give one half-hour^^ 
attention to flavery, § as it is this day pra«flifed in 
our Weft-Indiesi— -^That fubjea handled in your 
ftriking manner would eafe the yoke (perhaps) of 
jaany — but if only of one*— gracious God I what a 

feall 
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feaft for a benevolent heart ! and fure I am, yott afe 
.an epicurean in adli of charity.^ — You who are univer- 
fally read, and as univerfally admired— you could not 
fail. Dear Sir, think in me you behbld the uplifted 
hands of thoufands of my brother Moor*. Grief (you 
pathetically obfcrve) , is eloquent : figure to yourfclf 
their attitudes ; hear their fupplicating addre^es ! 
alas ! you cannot refufe. — ^Humanity muft comply- 
in which hope I beg permiflion to fubfcribe myfelf> 

Reverend Sir, &c. 

L S. 

From Mr. STERNE to IGNATIUS SANCHO. 

Coxzjjouldf July s6, 1766. 

• 

TPHERE is a ib-ange coincidence, Sancho, in 
•^ the little events (as well as in the great ones) of 
this world : for I had been writing a tender tale of the 
forrowsof a friendlefs poor negro-girl, and my eyes had 
fcarcie done fmarting with it, when your letter of re- 
commendation j^ in behalf of fo many of her brethr^ 
and fillers, came to me— but why her brethren f or 
yours, Sancho? any more than mine? It is by the 
finefl tints and moft infenfible gradations, that nature 
defcends from the faireft face about St. James's, to the 
footieft complexion in Africa : — at which tint of thefe 
is it, that the ties of blood are to ceafe ? — and how 
many fhades muft we df fcend lower ftill in the fcale> 
cxe me^cy is to vamfh. with thexo ? But 'tis no un- 

B 5 common 
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fomston tiiiligf my good Sancbo, for one half of the 
world to ttfe the other half of it like brutes^ and then' 
endeavour to make 'em fo.— <For my own part I never 
look *wijh»ard (when I am in a penfive mood at lead]^ 
but I think of the burthens which our brothera^ and fif- 
•ers are jfi^/r^. carrying* and could I eafe their (boul- 
ders from one ounce of them* I declare I would fet 
but thi^ hour upon a. pilgrimage to Mecca for theis 
ibkes— «^hich. by the bye, Sanclftp exceeds your walk 
of ten miles in about the fame proportion that a vifit or 
humanity (hould one of mere form.— However if you 
meant my Uncle Toby, more- he is your debtor.— If 
I can weave the tale I have wrote into the work I ana. 
«bout<«— .'tis at the ferviceof the afflided— and a much, 
^eater matter ; for in feriou4 truth, it cafts a fad ihade 
upon the world, that fo gj-pat a part of it are, and have 
^'lleen (b long bound in chains of darknefs, and in^ 
chains of mlfery ; and I cannot but both refped and^. 
felicitate yott> that by fo-much laudable diligence yoit: 
Imve broke the one—- and that by falling into the hands 
of fo great and mercifiil a family^. Providence has re& 
cued you from the other* v , 

And fo, good-hearted Sancbo, adieu ! and believe 
me^ L will not forget your letter. 

Your5>. 

Jb«.8TERKI« 



To E L I Z A, 

MY DEAR ELI7A !* 

IB £ G A N a. hew journal this motning ; yott* 
Aall fee it ; for if 1 live not till you return to 
England, I will leave it you as a legacy. 'Tis a for- 
rowful page ; but I will write cheerful ones ; and could- 
I write letters to thee, they (hould be cheerful ones 
too : but few, I fear, will reach thee ! However, de- 
pend upon receiving (bmething of the kind by every 
poll; till when thou waved thy hand, and bid 'ft me 
write no more. 

Tell me how you are ; and what fort of fortitude 
Heaven infpires you with. How are you accommodat* 
ed,, my dear ? Is all right ? Scribble away, zxufk. 
thing, and every thing to me. Depend upon feeing me,^ 
at Deal, with the James's, ftiould you be detained. 
Aere by contrary winds.— —Indeed, Eliza, I Ihould: 
with pleafure fly to you, could I be the means of ren- 
dering you any fervice, or doing you any kindnefs.^ 
Gracious and merciful God ! confider the anguifh of- 
a. poor girl! — Strengthen and preferve her in all the: 
fhocks her frame mufl be expofed to.. She is now 
without a protedor, but thee 1 Save her from all ac- 
cidents of a dangerous element, and give her comfort^ 
lat the laft. 

B 6> My. 



*^This tady^ naxne was Draper, wife of Diuiiel D/aper^ £f^|; 
t& Bombay* 
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My prayer, EHza, I hope, is heard ; for the flcy feems 
to fmile upon me, as I look up to it. I am juft re- 
turned from our dear Mrs. James's, where I have been 

talking of thee for three hours. She has got your 

pidure, and likes it : but Marriot, and fome other 
judges, agree that mine is the better, and expreflive of 
a fweeter chara6ler, but what is that to the original ? yet 
I acknowledge that hers is a picture for the world, and 
mine is calculated only to pleafe a very iincere friend, 
or fcntimental philofopher.— In the one, you are 
dreffed in fmiles, and with all' the advantages of Glks, 
pearls, and ermine ; — in the ether, fimple as a vcftat 
appearing the good girl nature made you T— which, to 
me, conveys an idea of more unafFedled fweetnefs, than 
Mrs. Draper, habited for conqueft, in a birth-day fuit, 
with her countenance animated, and her dimples vi- 
fible. If I remember right, Eliza, you endeavoured 
to colle6l every charm of your perfon into your face, 
with more than common care, the day you fat for Mrs*. 
James — Your colour, too, brightened; and your eyes 
ihone with more than ufual brilliancy.^ I then requeu- 
ed you to come fimply and unadorned when you fat for 
me-rl^owing (as I fee with unprejudiced eyes) that 
you could receive no addition from the iilk-worm*3 
aid, or jewellerls polifh. Let me now tell you a truth, 
which, I believe,^! have uttered before,— When I 
firft faw you, I beheld you as an objea of compaffion, 
and as a very plain woman.. The mode of your dreis, 

(though fafhionable) disfigured you. ^But nothing 

BOW could render you fuch, but the being, felicitous ^o 
/ xsakm 



\ 



( »3 ) 

make yourfdf admired as a handfome one— —Yew 
are not handfome, Eliza, nor is yours a face that will 
pleafe the tenth part of your beholders — ^but are fome- 
. thing more ; for I fcruple not to tell you, I never faw 
fo intelligent, fo animated, fo good a countenance ; 
nor was there (nor ever will be) that man of fenfe» 
.tendemefs, and feeling, in your company three hours, 
that was not (or will not be) your admirer, or friend, 
in confequence of it ; that is, if you aiTume, or afTum- 
cd, no charafter foreign to your own, but appeared 
the ardefs being nature defigned you for, A feme- 
thing in your eyes and voice, you poffefs in a degree 
more perfuafive than any woman I ever faw, read, or 
heard of. But it is that bewitching fort of namelefs ex^ 
cellence, that men of nice fenfibility alone can be 
.touched with. 

Were your hu&and in England, I would freely 
give five hundred pounds (if money could purchaie 
the acquisition) to let you only fit by me two hours 
in a day, while I wrote my Sentimental Journey. I 
am fure the work would fell fo much the better for it, 
that I fhould be reimburfed the fum more than feven 
times told. 1 would not give nine pence for the pic- 
ture of you, theNewnhams have got executed— Tt 13 
the refemblance of a concqited^ made-up coquet. Your 
eyes, and the ihape of yom* face (the latter the moft 
pcrfeft oval I ever faw) which are perfeftions that mull 
flrike the moft indifferent judg^, becaufe they are equal 
tQ any of God's works in a fimilar way, and finer than 
any I beheld in all my travels^ are manifeftiy injured by 
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the affeded leer of the one, and ilrange appearance of 
the other ; owing to the attitude of the head, which is 
a proof of the artift*s, or your friend's falfe tafte. The 
•••«»3 who- verify the character I once gave of teaz«> 
ing, or flicking like pitch, or birdlime, fent a card, 
that they would wait on Mrs. •••• on Friday.— She 
lent back, fhe was engaged.— Then to meet at Rane- 
laghr to-night.— She anfwercd, fhe did not go. 
She fays, if fhe allows the leafl footing, fhe never fhall 
gcd rid of the acquaintance ; which fhe is refolved to 
drop at once. She knows they are not her friends, nor 
yours ; and the firfl ufe they would make of being witk. 
her, would be to facrifice you to her (if they could) a^ 
ibcond dme» Let her not then ; let her not, my dear^ 
be a greater frien4 to thee, than thou art to thyfelf... 
She begs I will reiterate my requefl to you, that yoa 
win not write to them. It will give her, and thy 
Bramin, inexpreffible pain. Be afTured, all this is not 
mdthout reafbn on her fide* /I have my reafons too ;. 
Ae firf* of which is, that I fhould grieve to excefi, if* 
Eliza wanted that fortitude her Yorick has built fo 
high upon. JE faid I never more would mention the- 
Aame to thee ; and had I not received it, as a kind o£ 
charge, from a dear woman that loves you> 1 fhould; 
aot have broke my word. I will write agam to-mor<» 
sow to thee, thou bcfl and mofl endearing of girls ! A. 
peaceful night to thee. My fpirit will be with tli«c 
through every watch of it» 

Adieus 



o 



( '5 ) 

To THE SAME« 

Ur DBAREST ELIZA t 

H ! I grieve for your cabin.— —And the freflk 
painting will he enoagh to deftroy every nerve 
about thee. Nothing fo pernicious as white lead*. 
Take care of yourfelF, dear girl; and fleep not in it 
too foon. It will be enough to give you a ftroke of 
an epilepfy. I hope you will have left the ihip ; and 
that my Letters may ineet> and greet you> ^s you get 
out of your poft-chaife, at Deal.— When you have 
got them ally put them my dear, into fome order .-^ 
The firft eight or nine are numbered : but I wrote the 
reil without that diredtion to thee ; but thou wilt find 
^em outj. by the day or hour, which, I hope, I have 
generally prefixed to them.. When they are got toge- 
ther,, in chronological order, few them together in st 
cover. I truft^ they will be a perpetual refuge to thee 
from time to time ; and that thou wilt (when weary o£ 
£do1s, and uninterefting difcourfe) retire,, and converfis 
an hour with them, and me.. 

I have not had power, or the heart, to aim at cnli^ 
viening any one of them, with a fingle ftroke of wit 
or humour ; but they contab fomething ^better ; and 
mtisLt you will £eel more iuited to your iituation— a. 
long detail of muck advice, truth, and knowledge.. 
1 hope too,, you will perceive loofe touches of an. 
boneft heart, in every one of them; which fpealc. 
more than the moft ftudied periods ; and will give 
thfie more ground oi^ trail and confidence upon Yo- 

rick^ 
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rick, than all that laboured eloquence could fuppfy. 
Lean then thy whole weight, Eliza, upon them and 
upon me. "May poverty, diflrefs, anguifli, and 
" fhame, be my portion, if ever I give thee realbn to 
repent the knowledge of me!'*— With this aflcve- 
ration, made in theprefence of a juft God, I pray to 
him, that fo it may fpeed me, as I deal candidly, and 
honourably with thee ! I would not miflead thee, 
Eliza ; I would not injure thee, in the opinion of a 
fingle individual, for the richefl crown the proudcft 
monarch wears. 

Remember, that while I have life and power, 
whatever is mine, you may ftyle, and think yours 
Though forry fhould I be, if ever my friendlhip was 
put to the teft thus, for your own delicacy's fake.-^ 
Money and counters are of equal ufe in my opinion; 
they both ferve to fet up with. 

I hope you will anfwer me this letter, but if thou 
art debarred by the elements, which hurry thee away, 
I will write one for thee ; and knowing it is fuch a 
one as thou would*ft have written, I will regard it as 
my Eliza's. 

Honour, and happinefs, and health, and comfort* 
of every kind, fail along with thee, thou moft worthy 
of girls ! I will live for thee, and my Lydia — be rich 
for the /children of my heart — gain wiidom, gain 
fame, and happinefs, to fhare with them — with thee— 
and hur in my old age.— Once fur all, adieu. Pre- 
ferve thy lifej fteadily purfue the ends wepropofed; 

and 
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and let nothing rob thee of thofe powers Heaven ha» 
given thee for thy well-being. 

What can I add more, in the agitation of mind I 
am in, and within five minutes of the laft poftman's 
bell, but recommend thee to Heaven, and recommend 
myfelf to Heaven with thee, in the fame fervent eja^ 
cdation, '< that we may be happy, and meet again : 
if not in this world, in the next." — Adieu. — I am 
thine, Eliza, "aiFe^ohately, and everlaftingly. 

YORICK. 



THE PRECEPTOR. 

YOU fee 'tis high time, faid my father, addreffing 
himfelf equally to my uncle Tofy and TTcricA, to 
takethb young creature out of thefe women's hands,, 
and put him into thofe of a private governor. 

Now as I coniider the perfon who is to be about 
my fon, as the mirror in which he is to view him- 
felf from morning to night, and by which he is to 
adjuft his looks, his carriage, and perhaps the inmoft 
fentiments of his heart; — I would have one, To^ 
rickt if poffible, polifhed at all points, fit for my 
child to look into. 

There is, continued my father, a certain mien and 
motion of the body and all its parts, both in ading 
and fpeaking, which argues a man 'well <ivitJ?in, There 
are a thoufand unnoticed openings j continued Aiy 
father, which let a penetrating eye at once into a 



mail's 



( 18 ) 

man's foul ; and I maintain it, added he, that a ma« 
of fenfe does not lay down his hat in coming into a 
room, — or take it up in going out of it, but fomething 
cfcapes^ which difcovers him. 

I will have him, continued my father, cheerful, 
faccte, jovial ; at the fame time, prudent, attentive 
to bufinefs, vigilant, acute, argute, inventive, quick 
in refolving doubts and fpcculative qucflions ; — he 
ihall be wife and judicious, and learned : — And 
why not humble, and moderate, and gentle .tem- 
pered> and good ? faid Torick ;— ^And why not, cried 
my uncle Tohy, free, and generous, and bountiful^ 
and brave ?i^— He (hall, my dear Tofy, cried my fa- 
ther, getting up and fhaking him by his haild,— • 
Then, brother Skandj, anfwered my uncle Tify, 
r^uiiag himfelf off the diair, and laying down hi» 
pipe to take hold of my father's other hand— 4 
hiimbly beg I may recommend poor he Fevre^s fon 
to you ; — a tear of joy of the firfl water fparkled in 
my uncle Toby^s eye,— and another, the fellow to it, 
in the Corporal's, as the proportion was made;-« 
you will fee why, when you read Le Fevn^s ftory. 

THE STORY OF LE FEVRE. 

TT was fome time in the fumimer of that year ia 
-*' which Dendermond was taken by the Allies;, 
when my uncle Toby was one evening getting his 
fupper, with Trim fitting behind him at a fmall fide- 
boardj-^ fay fitting-^or ia confideration of the Cor^ 

joral'*' 
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poral's lame knee (which fometimes gave him cxqiu- 

~ fite pain).^when my uncle Toby dined or fupped 
alone he would never fuiFcr the Corporal to fland ; 
and the poor fellow's veneration was fuch, that with 
a proper artillery, my uncle Toby could have taken 
Dendermond itfelf, with leis trouble than he was able 
to gain this point over 'him ; for many a time when 
my uncle Tohy fuppofed the Corporars leg was at 
reft, he would look back, and detect him {landing 
behind him with the moil dutiful refpedl : this bred 
more little fquabbles betwixt them, than all other 
cfaufes for five and twenty years together— ——But thia 

.is neither here nor there— why do I mention it ?— 
Afkmy pen,^t governs me,— •! govern not it. 

He waft one evenbg fitting thus at fupper, when the 
landlord of a little inn in the village came into ths 

< parlour with an empty phial m his hand» to beg a 
glafs or two of fack ; 'Tis for a poor gentleman^*^ 
think of the army> fiud the landlord, who has been 

-taken ill at my houfe four days ago, and has never 
held up his head fpce, or had a defire to tafle any 
tiling, Mil juil now, that he has a fancy for a glafs of 
fack and a thin toaA :— " I think f** {ays he, taking hi* 
hand from his forehead, *' it 'woidd comfort «^4'*— — — i 
—'If I could neither beg, borrow, or bgy fuch a 
^ngu— »added the landlord,— «I would almoft ileal it 
fyr the poor gentleman, he is fo ill— —I hepe in God 
he will ftiil menda continued h e ' w e are all of us coa« 
Cftnedforhim^ 

Thoa 
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\ Thou art a good-natured foul, I will anfwerfor 

thee, cried my uncle Tohy ; and thou (halt drink the 

V poor gentleman's health in a glafs of facie thyfelf,— 

. and take a couple of bottles with my fervice, and tell 

him he is heartily welcome to them, and to a dozen 

more if they will do him good. 

. Though I am perfuaded, faid my uncle Tohy^ as the 
landlord fhut the door, he is a very compailionate 
fellow — Trim, — ^yet I cannot help entertaining a high 
opinion of his gueil too ; there mud be fomething 
more than common in him, that in fo ihort a time, 
ihould win fo much upon the affeflions of his hod : 
—And of his whole family, added the Corporal, for 

they are all concerned for him. Step after him, faid 

my uncle To^y , 'do. Trim, and afk if he knows his 

name« 

. —I have quite forgot it, truly, faid the landlord, 

coming- back into the parlour with the Corporal,—— 

but I can afk his fon again.— —Has he a fon with him 

• then ? faid my uncle Tify.— A boy, replied the land- 
lord, of about eleven or twelve years of age ; but 

the poor creature has tafted almoll as little as his fa- 
ther ; he does nothing but mourn and lament for him 

• night and day :— He has not ftirred from the bed-fide 
thefe two days. 

:.' My uncle Toly laid down his knife and fork, and 
thruft his plate from before him, as the landlord gate 
him the account ; and Trim, without being ordered, 
took away, without faying one word ; and in a few mi- 
nutes after brought him his pipe and tobacco. 

Trim! 
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Trim! faid my uncle Tohy^ I have a projeft in my 
head, as it is a bad night, of wrapping myfelf up warm 
in my roquelaure, and paying a vifit to this poor 
gentleman.— Your honour's roquelaure, replied the 
Corporal, has not once been on, fmce the night be- 
fore your honour received your wound, when we 
mounted guard in the trenches before the gate of. St. 
Nicholas ;-— and befides, it is fo cold and r^ny a 
night,, that what with. the roquelaure, and what with 
the weather, it will be enough to give your honour 
your death, and bring on your honour's torment in 
your groin. 1 fear fo, replied my uncle Tohy ; but I 
am not at reft in my mind, Trintt fince the account 
the landlord has given me.' I wifli 1 had not known 
fo mnch of this aiFair,-^added my uncle Toby y-^-^r. 
that I had known more of it : — ^ How ihall we ma- 
nage it ? Leave it, an't pleafe your honour, to me, 
quoth the Corporal ; — I'll take my hat and ftick, and 
go to the houfe and reconnoitre, and adt accordingly ; ■ 
and I will -bring your honour a full account in an' 
hour.— Thou (halt go. Trim, faid my uncle Tohy, 
and here's a (hilfing for thee to drink with his fcrvant. " 
— I ihall get it all out of him, faid the Corporal, fhut- 
ting the door. 

It was not till my uncle Tohy had knocked the afhes 
out of his third pipe, that Corporal Trim returned ' 
from the inn, and gave hifn the following account. 

I dcfpaired, at firft, faid the Corporal, of being 
able to bring back your honour any intelligence con- 
cerning the poor fick Lieutenant— *— Is he in the army, 

then ?. 



then ? faid my uncle Tofy^-^hc is, faid the Corporal-- 
And in what regiment ? faid my uncle 7<?fy— 1*11 tell 
your honour, replied the. Corporal, every thing 
ilraight forward, as I learnt it— Then, Trim, I will 
£11 another pipe, faid my uncle Tofy, and not interrupt 
thee till thou haft done ; fo fit down at thy eafe. Trim, 
in the window-feat, and begin thy ftory again. The 
Corporal made his old bow, which generally fpoke 
tis plain as a bow could fpeak it — Tour honour is good: 
And having done that, he fat down, as he was or* 
dered,*— and began the ftory to my uncle Toby over 
ligain, in pretty near the fame words. 

I defpaired at firft, faid the Corporal, of being able 
to bring back any intelligence to your honour, about 
die Lieutenant and his fon ; for when I afl&ed where 
his fervant was, from whom I made myfelf fure of 
knowing every thing which was proper to be afked, 
•—That's a right diftin&ion. Trim, faid my uncle Toly 
—I was anfwered, an* pleafe your honour, that he 
liad no fervant with him ; — that he had come to the 
inn with hired horfes, which, finding himfelf unable 
to proceed (to join, I fappofe, the regiment), he 
had difmiiTed the morning after he came.— If I get 
better, my dear, faid he, as he gave his purfe to his 
fon to pay the man,— we can hire horfes from hence. 
— 'Biit, alas ! the poor gentleman will never get from 
hence, faid the landlady to me, — for I heard the 
death-watch all night long ;— and when he dies, the 
youth, his fon, will certainly die with him; for he is 
bjfoken hearted already. 

Iwftt 
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I was hearing this account, continued the Corporal, 
when the youth came into the kitchen, to order the 
thin toaft the landlord fpoke of ;— but I will do it for 
my father myfelf,/aid the youth. — Pray let me fave 
you the trouble, young gentleman, faid I, taking up 
a fork for the purpofe, and offering him my chair to 
fit down upon by the fire, whilfl I did it. — I believe. 
Sir, faid he, very modefUy, I can pleafe him beH 
myfelf. — I am fure, faid I, his honour will not like 
the toaft the worfe for being toafted by an old foldier. 
— The youth took hold of my hand, and inftantly 
burft into tears. — Poor youth! faid my uncle Tohj^ 
—he has been bred up an infant in the army, and the 
name of a foldier, 7r/Vw, founded in his ears like the 
name of a friend ; — I wifh I had him here. 

—I never in the longeft march, faid the Corporal, 
had fo great a mind to my dinner, as I» had to cry 
with him for company : — ^What could be the matter 
with me, an' pleafe your honour? Nothing in the 
world, Trim^ faid my uncle Tobyy blowing his nofc,— 
but that thou art a good-natured fellow. 

When I gave him the toaft, continued the Cor* 
poral, I thought it was proper to tell him I was Cap- 
tain Shandy* % fervant, and that your honour (though a 
fh-anger) was iextremely ^orry for his father; — and 
that if there was any thing in your houfe or cellar— 
(and thou might'ft have added my purfe too, faid 
my uncle Toby^) — he was heartily welcome to it : — ^He 
mad« a very low bow (which was meant to your 
honour,) but no anfwer,— for his heart was full— fo 

be 
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Ae went up flairs with the toaft ^— ^I warrant you, my 
dear, faid I, as I opened the kitchen door, your father 
will be well again, — Mr. Tor4ck'*$ curate was fmoaking 
a pipe by the kitchen fire, — but faid not a word good 
nor bad to comfort the youth. — I thought it wrong, 
added the Corporal — I think fo too, faid my uncle 

When the Lieutenant had taken his glafs of fack 
and toaft, he felt himfelf a little revived, and fent 
into the kitchen, to let me . know, that in about ten 
minutes he fhould be glad if I would ftep up ftairs. 
•—I believe, faid the landlord, he is going to fay his 
prayers, — for there was a book laid upon the chair by 
his bed-fide, and as I fhut the door, I faw his fon 
take up a cufliion. 

I thought, faid the curate, that you gentlemen of 
the army, Mr. Trim, never faid your prayers at all. — 
I heard the poor gentleman fay his prayers la ft night, 
faid the landlady, very devoutly, and with my own 
cars, or I could not have believed it — Are you fure 
of it? replied the curate. — A foldier, an* pleafe your 
reverence, faid I, prays as often (of his own ac- 
cord) as a parfon ; — and when he is fighting for his 
king, and for his life, and for his honour too ; he has 
the moft reafon to pray to God, of any one in the 
whole world.— 'Twas well faid of thee, Trimy faid my. 
uncle Toby, — But when a foldier, faid I, an' pleafe 
your reverence, has been ftariding for twelve houri 
together in the trenches, up to his knees in cold -water, 
engaged, faid I, for months together' in long and 

dangerous 
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dangerous marchor; harafled, perHaps, in his rear to* 
da/;— haraffing others to-morrow ;— detached here; 
^-countermanded there ;— retting this night out upon 

his arms ; beat up in his (hirt the next ; benumbed 

in his joints ; — ^perhaps without ilraw in his tent to 
kneel on ; mutt fay his prayers honjo and *wbeM he can* 
—I believe, faid I,— (for I was piqued, quoth the 
Corporal, for the reputation of the army] 1 believe, 
an' pleafe your reverence, faid I, that when a foldier 
gets time to pray, ■ h e prays as heartily as a par- 

fon, though not with all his fufs and hypocrify. 

Thou ihouldtt not have faid- that, Trim^ faid my uncle 

Toby, for God only knows who is a hypocrite, 

and who is not : — At the great and general review of 
us all. Corporal, at the day of judgment, (and not 
till then) — it will be feen who have done their duties 
in this world, — and who have not ; and we (hall be 
advanced, Trtm^ accordingly, — ^I hope we fhall, faid 
Trim. — It is in the Scripture, faid my uncle Toby ; and 
I will (hew it thee to-morrow :--,— In the mean time 
vrt may depend upon it, 7r/«f, for our comfort, faid 
my uncle Toby^ that God Almighty is fo good and 
juft a governor of the world, that if we have but done 
our duties in it,— it will never be inquired into, whe- 
ther we have done them in a red coat or a black one ; I 

hope not, faid the Corporal.— But go on. Trim, faid my 
uncle Toby, with the ftory. 

When I went up, continued the Corporal, into 
the Lieutenant's room, which I did not do 'till the 
expiration of the ten minutes,— ^hc was lying in his 
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bed» with his hetd raiied upon his hand» with hit 
dbow upon the pillow^ and a clean white handker« 
chief befide it : — ^The youth was juft ftooping down 
to take up the cu(hion» upon which I fuppofed he 

had been kneeling; the book was laid upon the 

bed ;— and as he rofe, in taking up the cufhion with 
one hand, he reached out his other to take it away at the 
iame time. Let it remain there, my dear, faid.the 
lieutenant. 

He did not offer to fpeak to me, till I had walked 
up clofc to his bed-fide : If you are Gapt£n Shand/t - 
fcrvant, faid he, you muft prcfent my thanks to your 
mafter, with my little boy's along with them, for his 
xourtefy to me ; — if he was oi Leaven % — faid the Lieu- 
tenant, 1 told him your honour was. — Then, faid 

he, I ferved three campaigns with him in Flanders^ 

and remember him, but 'tis moft likely, as I had 

not the honour of any acquaintance with him, that 

he knows nothing of me. You will tell him, how- 

€ver> that the perfon his good nature has laid under 
obligations to him, is one Le Fi^vre^ a Lieutenant in 
Angus*s — but he knows me not, — faid he, a fecond 
dme, mufing ; — ^poflibly he may my ftory, — added he, 
•—pray tell the Captain, I was the Enfign at Breda, 
V^hofe wife was moft unfortunately killed with a 

mufket (hot, as fhe lay in my arms in my tent. 1 > 

remember the ftory, an't pleafc your honoiJr, faid I, 

very well. Do you fo ? faid he, wiping his eyes 

with his handkerchief; ^then well may I. In 

laying this, he drew a little ring out o^ his bofom. 
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mhiztk feemed tied with a black riband about hi* 
neck, and kifs*d it twice — Here, Biify, faid he,— the 
boy flew acrofs the xoom to the bed-fide» and falling 
down upon his knee, took the ring in hb hand, and 
kifs*d it too, — ^thenkiis'd his father, and fat down upoil 
the bed and wept. 

I wiih, {aid my uncle Tofy, with a deep figh, — I wiiby 
^r/fsv, I was afleep. 

Your honour, replied the Corporal, is too much con« 
cenned^^^— (hall I pour your honour out a glafs of fack 
to your pipe ? Do, 7n/«,iaid my uncle Toiy. 

I remember, faid my uncle Tofy, ^ghing again, the 
fiory of the Enfign and. his wife, — and particularly 
well, that he, as well as Ihe, upon fome account or 
other {I forget what), was univerfaliy pitied by the 
whole regiment ; but finifh the dory thou art upoiji : 
— Tis finifhed already, faid the Corporal, — for I 

could flay no longer, fo wiihed his honour t good 

night ; young Le Fenjre rofe from off the bed, and faw mc 
to the bottom of the flairs ; and as we went down toge« 
thcr, told me, they had come from Ireland^ and were on 
their route to join their regiment in FUmders* But alas f 
faid the Corporal,— the Lieutenant's lafl day's march is 
ovei:.*— Then what it to become of his poor boy ? cried 
my uncle Toby. 

It was to my uncle Tohy'^ eternal honour, that he 
fet afide every other concern, and only confidered how 
he himfelf ihould relieve the poor Lieutenant and hit 
bvu 

C z That 
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That kind 3 EI NG, who is a friend to die fnendlefs^- 
(hall recompence thee for this ! 

Thou haft left this matter fliort, faid my uncle Tohj^ 
to the Corporal, as he was putting him to bed, — and 
I will tell thee in what, Tn'm — In the firft place, when 
thou madeft an offer of my fcrvices to Le Fevre, — as 
iicknefs and travelling are both expenfive, and thou 
knowcft he was but a poor Lieutenant, with a fon to 
fubfift as well as himfelf out of his pay, — ^that thou 
didft not make an offer to him of my purfe ; becaufe, 
had he ftood in need, thou knoweft, Tn'mt he had been 
as welcome to it as myfelf. — Your honour knows, faid 
the Corporal, I had no orders.-^True, quoth my uncle 
^oijfj, — thou didft very right. Trim, as a foldier, — ^but 
certainly very wrong as a man. 

In the fecond place, for which, indeed, thou haft the 
fame excufe, continued my uncle Toby, — ^when thou 
oficredft him whatever was in my houfe, — ^thou (houldft 
have ofered him my houfe too : — A fick brother officer 
fiiould have the beft quarters, Tri/n ; and if we had him 
with us, — wc could tend and look to him : — Thou art 
an excellent nurfe thyfelf. Trim; and what with thy 
care of him, and the old woman's, his boy's, and mine 
together, we might recruit him again ai once, and fct 
him upon his legs, ^^ — 

—In a fortnight or three weeks, added my uncle 

Tofy, fmiling, he might march. ^He will never 

inarch, an't pleafe your honour,' in this world, faid 
the Corporal :— He will march, faid my uncle Tofy, 
rifing up froia the fide of the bed, with one flioe 

off:— 
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ofr:-*-An't pleafe your honour, faid the Corporal, he 
will never march, but to his grave : — He (hall march, 
cried my uncle Tohy^ marching the foot which had a 
(hoc on^ though without advancing an inch,— he (hall 

march to his regiment. ^He cannot (land it, faid 

the Corporal : He (hall be fiipported, faid my uncle 

Tohy : — He'll drop at laft, faid the Corporal, and what 
will become of his boy ? — He (hall not drop, faid my 
uncle Tohy^ firmly. A-well-a'day — do what we can for 
him, faid 7r//w, maintaining his point, — the poor foul 
will die. He (hall not die, by G— , cried my uncle 
Toby. 

— The ACCUSING SPIRIT, which, flew up to Hea- 
ven's chancery with the oath, blu(h'd as he gave it in,— 
and the recording angel, as he wrote it down, 
dropped a tear upon the word, and blotted it out for 
ever. 

■ - M y uncle Toly went to his bureau, put his 
purfe into his breeches pocket, and having ordered the 
Corporal to go early in the morning for a phyfician, — 
he went to bed, and fell afleep. , 

The fun looked bright, the morning after, to every 
eye in the village but Le Fevres and his afflifted fon's ; 

the hand of death prefs'd heavy on his eye-lids, 

and hardly could the wheel at the ciftern turn round 
it's circle, — ^when my uncle Teby, who had rofe up an hour 
•before his wonted time, entered the Lieutenant's room, 
and without preface or apology, fat himfelf down upon 
the chair by the bed-fide, and independently of all modes 
and cuftoms, opened the curtain in the nranner < an old 
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friend ami brother ofiicer would have done it, aad afkcd 
him how he did, — how he had refted in the night>-*-> 

m 

what was liis complaint, where was his pain,— • .^ 

and what he could do to hcl:> him ? and withoot J 

rjj 

giving him time to anfvvcr any one of the inquiries, wqnt, 

on aiid told him of the little plan which he had been co»- '■} 

certing with liv: Corporal the night befoiC for him.-^ jl| 

You ftiall j^o home directly, Le Ft^vrr, faid my • 

uncle Teiy, to my houfc, ?nd we'll fend for a do&ot 

to fee what's the matter, and we'll have an apotlie». ■ 

ciiy, and the Corporal (hall be your nurfc ;- and - 

I'll be your fervant, Le Fe^cre* ^ 

There was a franknefs in my uncle Tohy^ n ot the. | 

tJfeS of familiarity, but the caujc of it, — ^which kt : 

you at once into his foul, and fhewed you the goodncft'' 
of his nature : to this, there was fomething in his looki . 
and voice, and manner, fuperadded, which eternally ' 
beckoned to the unfortunate to come and to take" 
ihelter under him; fo that before my uncle ^0^^ \ 
had half finifhed the kind oflers he was making to the* 
father, had the fon infenfibly prefled up clofe tohii 
knees, and had taken hold of the bread of his coat, and 

was pulling it towards him. The blood and fpiritsof 

Le Fcvrcf which were waxing cold* and were retreating 

to their lalt citadel, the heart, — rallied back; the .? 

film forfook his eyes for a moment ; he looked up . i 

wi(hfully in my uncle Tohf^ face, — then caft a look upon 
his boy,— — -^nd that ligaTnent^ fine as it was, was never 

broken. 

Natiire inftantlj: ebb'd again,-— ~the film rctumei 

to 
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to its. place, the pulfe fluttered— ftopp'd — ^went on 

•^^hrobb'd — ftopp'd agaixv^nioved—ftopp'd-— >fhall I g^ 
on ? — No. 

All that is necefiary to be added is as follow o ■ ■ 

That my uncle Toby, with young Le Fen)re in his 
Tiand^ attended the poor Lieutenant, as chief mourners, 
to his grave* 

When my uncle Toby had turned vftry thing into 
nKMney, and fettled all accounts betwixt the agent of- 
the regiment and Le Fen^re, and betwixt Le Fevrt and 
all mankind,— diere remained nothing more in my 
uncle Tobji hands, than an old regimental coat and 
a fword ; fo that my uncle Toby found little oppdfltion 
from the world, in taking adminiftration. Thecpat 
fluy uncle Toby gave the Corporal :*— Wear it Trim, faid 
ray uncle Tciy, at long as it mil hold together, for the 
fake of the poor lieoteaant— And this laid mv uncle 
S<>by, tailing up the fword in his hand, and drawing it 
out of the fcabbard as he fpoke— -and this, Le Pe^re, Til 
fave for thee— -'tis all the fortune, my dear Le Fe^n, 
which God has left thee; but if he has given thee a 

heart to fight thy way with it in the world, and 

thou doeil it like a man of honour, 'tis enough for 

us. 

As foon as tny uncle Tofy had laid a foundation, 
he fent him to a public fchool, where, except Whit- 
funtide and Chriftmas, at which times the Corporal 

was panftually difpatched for him, ^he remained to 

the fpring of the year, feventeen ; when the ftories 
of the Emperor's fending his army into Hungary 

C jy. s^ainft 
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agaittft the Turks, kindling a fpark of fire in his bofonit 
he left his Greek and Latin without leave, and throw- 
ing himfelf upon his knees before my uncle Teiy, beg- 
ged his father's fword, and my uncle Tofy's leave along 

.with it, to go and try his fortune under Eugene, i— 

Twice did my urxle Toby forget his wound, and cry 
out, Le Fe^jre! I will go with thee, and thou (halt 
fight befide me — And twice he kid his hand upon his 
groin, hung down his head in forrow and difconfo- 

lation. • 

My uncle Tohy took down the fword from the crook, 
where it had hung untouched ever fincc the Lieutenant's 
death, and delivered it to the Corporal to brighten 
up ; — and having detained Le Fe<vre a fingle fortnight 
to equip him, and contra^ for his pafTage to Leghorn^ 

he put the fword into his hand : If thou art brave^ 

Le Fe^vre, (aid my uncle Tohj, this will not fail thee;— • 
but Fortune, feid he, mufing a little— Fortune may— 
And if fhe does, added my uncle Toby, embracing him, 
come back again to me^ Le Fevre^ and we will Ihapc 
thee another courfe. 

The greateft injury could not have opprefled the 

.heart of Le Fe^vre, more than my uncle Tobys paternal 
kindnefs ; — ^he parted from my uncle Toby, as the beft of 

. ions from the beft of fathers— both dropped tears— 

.and as my uncle Tc^ gave him his laft kifs, he flipped 
fixty guineas, tied up in an old purfe of his father's, in 
which was his mother's ring, into liis hand, and bid 

. God blcfs him. 

Le Fe'vre got up to the Imperial army jaft time 

: enough 
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enough to try what metal his fword was made of 
at the defeat of the Turks before Belgrade ; but a fe- 
ries of unmerited mlfchances had purfued him from 
that moment^ and trod clofe upon his heels for four 
years together after : he had withftood thefe buffet - 
ings to the laft, *till ficknefs overtook him at Af^r- 
/eilles ; from whence he wrote my uncle Toby word, 
he had loft his time, his fervices, his healthy and, in 
fhort, every thing but his fword ;— and wa» waiting 
for the iirft (hip to return back to him. 

Le Femre was hourly expedled, and was uppermoft 
in my uncle Tchy*% mind all the time my father was 
giving him and Yorick a. defcription of what kind of 
a perfon he would choofe for a preceptor to me : but 
as my uncle Toly thought my father at firft fomewhat 
fandful in the accompliihments he required, he 
forbore mentioning Le Fevre's name,— till the cha- 
ra£lcr, by Torick^s interpofition, ending unexpeftedly 
in one, who (hould be gentle- tempered, and generous, 
and good, it imprcfled the image of Le Fevre^ and his 
intereft upon my uncle Toby, fo forcibly, he rofe in- 
ftantly off his chair ; and laying down his pipe, in 
order to take hold of both my father's hands — I beg, 
brother Shandy ^ faid my uncle Toby, I may recom- 
mend poor Le Fevre^s fon to you — I bcfeech you, do, 
added Ton'cA — He has a good heart, faid my uncle 
yofy— And a brave one too, an't pleaib your honour, 
faid the Corporal. — The bell hearts. Trim, are ever 
die braveft, replied my uncle Toby» 

T. SHANDY, VOL. III. CHAP.45r. 
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THE PULSE. 

y ARIS. 

T TAIL> ye fmall fweet courtefics of life> for fmootk 
'*'•*' do ye make the road of it ! like grace and 
beauty which beget inclinations to love at firft fight : 
'tis ye who open this door, and let the ftrangcr in. 

— Pray, Madam, faid I, have the goodnefs to teH 
me which way I muft turn to go to the Opera Comiqut^ 
«— Moil willingly, MonAeur, faid ihe, laying aiide her 
work — *— 

I had given a call with my eye into half a dozenl 
(hops, as I came along, in fearch of a face not likely 
to be difordered by fuch an interruption ; 'till at laft» 
this hitting my fancy, I had walked in. 

She was working a pair of ruffles as ihe fat iii a 
low chair on the far fide of the ihop, facing the 
door— 

*—Tr^S'<vclontiers, moft willingly, faid fhe, laying 
her work down upon a chair, next her, and riiing 
up from the low chair ihe was Titting m, with Q> 
cheerful a movement, and fo cheerful a look, that 
.had I 'been laying out fifty louis-d'ors with her, I 
ihould have faid — ^* This woman is grateful.'* 

You mufl turn, Monfieur, faid ihe, going with me 
to the door of the ihop, and pointing the way dowp 
the ib*eet I was to take— you muft turn firft to your 
left handr— /wfl/V prene% ^ar^/^— there are two turns; 

and 
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andbefo good as to take th(i fecond— t&en go icwm 
a little way and you'll fee a church, and when yott 
are paft it, give yourfdf the trouble to turn, dirc^y 
to the right, and that will lead you to the foot of the 
Pont neufi which you muft crofs — and there any body 
will do himfelf the pleafure to fhew you 

She repeated her inftrudions three timet over to 
me, widi the fame good-natured patience the third 
time as the firft; — and if tones and manners have a 
meaning, which certainly they have, unlefs to hearts 
which fhut them out— (he feemed really intcrcfted; 
that lihould not lofe my (elf. 

I will not fuppofe it was the woman^s beauty, not- 
wlthftanding (he was the handfomeft Griflet, I think, 
J ever faw, which had much to do with the fenfe I had 
of her courtefy; only I remember, when I told her 
how much I was obliged to her, that I looked very 
full in her. t^e:^^ — and that I repeated my thanks, as 
often as fhe had done her inftmdions. 

I had not got ten paces from the door, before I 
found I had forgot every tittle of what fhe had faid ; 
— -fo looking back, and feeing her ftill flanding at the 
door of the Ihop, as if to look whether I went right 
or not — I returned badt to aik her whether the firft 
turn was to my right or left — ^for that I had abfolutely 
j:)rgot. — ^Is it poffiWe? faid (he, half laughing! — Tis 
Tcry poflible, replied I, when a man is thinking more 
of awoman than of her good advice. 

As this was the real truth — (he took it, as every 
womai^ taker a matter of right, with a flight coiirtefy* 

C 6 ''-^Attejidtx, 
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^Atundex^ faid Ihc, laying her hand upon my 
arm to detain me, whilft (he called a lad out of the 
back Jhop to get ready a parcel of gloves— I am juft 
going to fend him, faid (he, with a packet into that 
quarter; and if you will have the complaifancc to 
ftep in, it will be ready in a moment, and he (hall 

attend you to the place. So I walked in with her 

to the far fide of the (hop, and taking up the ruffle 
in my hand which (he laid upon the chair, as if I 
had a mind to fit, (he fat down herfelf in her low 
chair, ^d I inftantly fat myfelf down befide her. 

He will be ready, Monfieur, faid (he, in a 

moment— And in that moment, replied I, moft 
willingly would I fay fomething very civil to you for 
all thefe courtefies. Any one may do a cafual aft of 
good-nature, but a contiAuation of them (hews it is a 
part of the temperature; and certainly, added I, if 
it is the fame blood which comes from the heart, 
which defcends to the extremes (touching her wrift)^ 
I am fure you mud have one of the beft pulfes of any 
woman in the world — Feel it, faid (he, holding out 
her arm. So laying down my hat, I took hold of her 
fingers in one hand, and applied the two fore-(ingers 
of the other to the artery. 

^Would to Heaven! my dear Eugenius, thou 

hadft pa(red by, and beheld me fitting in my black 
coat, and in my lack-a-day-fical manner, counting 
the throbs of it, one by one, with as much true devo- 
tion as if I had been watching the critical ebb or flow 
of her fcvcr-~How wouldft thou have laugh*d and 

moral- 
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.moralized upon my new profeflion! And thoa 

lhould*ft have laugh*d and moralized on Trull 

me, my dear Eugenius, I (hould have faid, ** There are 
** worfe occupationsL in this world, ^ than feeling a nuo- 

**mans pulfe.** But a Griflet's! thou wouldft have 

faid and in an open ftiop! Yorick 

So much the better; for when my views are 



dircft, Eugentus^ I care not if all the world faw me 
feel it. 

I had counted twenty pulfations, and was going 
on faft towards the fortieth, when her hufband com- 
ing unexped^ from a back parlour into the (hop, 
put me a little put of my reckoning. — 'Twas nobody 
but her hufband, fhe faid, — ^fo I began a frelh fcore-^ 
Monfieur is fo good; quoth fhe, as he pafled by us^ 
to give himfelf the trouble of feeling my pul fe ■ 
The hufband took off his hat, and making me a bow, 

faid I did him too much honour and having faid 

that, he put on his hat and walked out. 

Good God! faid I to myfelf, as he went out-*— 
and can this man be the hufband of this woman ? 

Let it not torment the few who know what mufl 
have been the grounds of this exclamation, if I ex- 
plain it to thofe who do not. . 

In London, a fhop-keeper and a fhop-kceper's wife 
fcem to be one bone and one flefh: in the feveral 
endowments of mind and body, fometimes the one, 
fometimes the other has it, fo as in general to be 
open a par, and to tally with each other as nearly as 
man and wife need to do« 

In 
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. Ih Paris, there are fcarce two orders of being* 
more difierent: for the legidative and executive 
powers of the (hop not refting in the hafband, he 
feldom comes there — in fome dark and difmal room 
behind, he fits, commercelefs, in his thritm night-cap ; 
the fame rough fon of Nature that Nature left him. 

The genius of a people where nothing but the 
monarchy is faliquef having ceded this department> 
with fundrjr others, totally to the women — by a con-» 
dnual higgling with cuftomers of all ranks and fizes 
from morning to night, like fo many rough pebbles 
ihook long together in a bag, by amicable colliiiont 
they have worn down their afperities and iharp angles, 
and not only become round and fmooth, but will re* 
ceive, fome of them, a polilh like a brillian t 
Monfieur Le Mari is little better than the ftonc 
onder your foot. 

— Surely furely, man! it is not good for thee 

to fit alone— thou waft made for focial intercourfe 
and gentle greetings; and this improvement of our 
natures from it, I appeal to as my evidence. 

— And how does it beat, Monfieur? faid (he.— 
With all the benignity, faid I, looking quietly in her 
eyes, that I expeAed — She was going to fay fomething 
civil in return — ^but tlie lad came into the (hop with 
the gloves — Apropos, faid I, I want a couple of pai^ 
myfelf. 

The beautiful Grifiet rofe up when I faid this, and 
going behind the counter, reached down a parcel and 
untied it : I a4vaaced to the fide over-againft her : 

they 



f 39 ) 
they were all too large. The beaadful GrifTet me»* 
fured them one by one acrofs my hanJj— It would 
not alter the dimenfions — She begged I would try a 
£ngle pair, which feemed to be leaft. — She held it 
open — my hand flipped into it at once— It will not 
do, laid I, (baking my head ^ little — ^No, faid fhe> 
doing the fame thing. 

Thfere are certain combined looks of fimple fubtlety 
*— where whim, and fenfe, and ferioufnefs, and 
nonfenfe are fo blended, that all the languages of 
^abel fet looie together could not exprefs them — ^they 
are communicated and caught fo inftantaneoufly, that 
you can fcarce fay which party is the infe^or. I leave 
It to your men of words to fwell pages about it 
it is enough in the prefent to fay again^ the glovea 
would i^ot do I fo folding our hands within our arms, 
we both loird upon the counter — it was narrow, and 
.there was juft room for the parcel to lie between us» 

The beautiful Griflet looked 'fometimes at the 
gloves, then fideways to the window, then at the 
gloves — ^and then at me. I was not Uifpofed to break 
£leiiC6 — I followed her example. So I looked at the 
gloves, then to the window, then at the gloves, and 
then at her — and fo on alternately. 

I found I loft conliderably in every attack — (he 

had k quick hl^ck eye, and (hot through two foch 

kmg and filken eye-lafhes with fuch penetration, that 

Ihc looked . intd my very heart and reins — ^It may 

iecm ftiange^ but I could adually feel (he did— < 

It 
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It is no matter, faid I, taking up a couple of tte 
pairs next me, and putting them into my pocket. 

I was fenfible the beautiful Griffet had not aflc'd 
above a fingle livre above the prico-^I wlfli'd flic had 
alk'd a livre more, and was puzzling my bnuns 

how to bring the matter about Do you think, mf 

dear Sir, faid fhe, miftaking my embarraflmcnt, that 
I could alk a /ous too much of a ftranger — and of a 
ft ranger whofe politenefs, more than his want of 
gloves, has done me the honour to lay himfelf at my 
mercy? — MV« cro^cz capable? — ^Faith! not I, faid I; 
and if you were, you are welcome — So counting the 
money into her hand, and with a lower bow than one 
generally makes to a (hopkeeper's wife, I went out, 
and her lad with his parcel followed me. 

SENT. JOURNEY, PACK 9J# 



THE PIE MAN. 

SEEING a man ftanding with a b^lket on the other 
fide of a ftreet, in Verfailles, as if he had fome- 
thing to fell, I bid La Fkiir go up to him and inquire 
for the Count de 5****s hotel. 

La Fleur returned a little pale : and told me it was 
a Chevalier de St, Louis felling pdtes — ^It is impoflible. 
La Flcur! faid h-^^La Fleur could no more account 
for the phenomenon than myfelf ; but perfiftcd in hi* 

ftory: 
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ftory : he had fcen the croixy fet in gold, with ks red 
riband, he. faid, tied to his button-hole— and had 
looked into his bafket, and feen the pates which the 
Chevalier was felling; fo could not be miftakcn in 

that. 

Such a reverfe in man's life awakens a better prin- 
ciple than curiofity : I could not help looking for 
fome time at him as I fat in the remi/e — the more I 
looked at him, his croix, and his bafket, the ftronger 
they wove themfclves into my brain?— I got out of the 
remi/iy and went towards him. 

He was begirt with a clean linen apron which fell 
below his knees, and with a fort of bib which went 
half way up his breaft ; upon the top of this, but a 
little below the hem, hung his croix. His bafket of 
little pates was - covered over with a white damafk 
napkin ; another of the fame kind was fpread at the 
l>ottom ; and there was a look of proprete and neatnefs 
throughout ; that one might have bought his pates of 
him, as much from appetite as fentiment. 

He made an offer of them to neither ; but ftood 
■ftill with them at the comer of an hotel, for thofe to 
buy vAio chofe it, without folicitation. 

He was about forty-eight — of a fedate look, fome- 
thing approaching to gravity. I did not wonder.— I 
went up rather to the bafket than him, and having 
-lifted up the napkin and taken one of \i\s pates into my 
band — I begged he would explain the appearance which 
ofieded me. 

He 
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He told me m a few words> that the beft part of hti 
life had pafTed in the iervice> in which« after (pending 
a fmall patrimony^ he had obtained a company and 
the crtix with it ; but ;hat> at the conclufion of the 
lad peace, his regiment being reformed^ and the 
whole corps, with thofe of feme other regiments^ left 
Nvithout any prpviiion^ - h e found himielf in a wide 
world without friends^ without a livr c ■ and indeed, 
(aid he> without any thing but this— (pointing, as he 
(aid it, to his croix) .:— the poor Chevalier won my 
pity, and he finiihed the fcene with winning my 
"^eftcem too. 

-The king, he faid, was the moft generous of 
Princes ; but his generoiity could neither relieve nor 
reward every one» and it was only his misfortune to 
be amongft the number. He had a little wife he faid, 
whom he loved, who did the putijftrit ; and added, 
he felt no difhonour in defending her and himfelf 
from want in this way— unlefs Providence had of- 
fered him a better* 

It would be wicked to withhold a pleafure from 
the good, in paiTmg over what happened to this 
poor Chevalier of St. Louis about nine months 
after. 

It feems, he ufually took his ftand towards the 
iron gates which lead up to the palace ; and as his 
froix had caught the eyes of numbers, numbers had 
made the farae injjuiry which I had done He had ^ 
told theqi the fame ftory, and always with fo much 
jnodefty and good fenfe, that it had reached at laft 

the 
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the King's ears— who hearing the Chevalier had 
been a gallant officer^ and refpc£led by the whole 
regiment as a man of honour and integrity — he broke 
up his little trade by a penfion.of fifteen hundred 11- 
vres a year* 

SENT. JOURNEY, PAOB J48» 
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T TTHEN dates and empires have their periods of 
^ ^ declenfion, and feel in their turns what diHrefs 
)Hul poverty is— -I ftop not to tell the caufes which 
gradually brought the houfe d'E**^^ in Britanrr^ 
into decay. The Marquis d'L**** had fought up 
againft his condition with great firmnefs ; wiihing to 
prcferve, and ilill Ihew to the world fome little frag- 
ments of what his anceftors had been— -their indifcre- 
tions had put it oiit of his power. There was enough 
left for the little exigencies of ob/curity — But he had 
two boys who looked up to him for light — he thought 
theydeferved it. He had tried bis fword— it could not 
open thd way— the mounting was too expeniive— and 
fimple economy was not a match for it — there wa& 
no refource but commerce. 

Itt 
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In any other province in France, favc BriiAHttjt 
tills was fmitbig the root for ever of the little tree his 
pride and affedlion wifhed to fee re-blofTom— — But in 
Britanny there being a provifion for this, he availed 
hinifclf cf i<: ; and takir.g an occafion whea the States 
wore iifu'iablcd at Rennes, the Marquis, attended with 
his two boys, entered the court; and having pleaded 
the- richt of an ancient law cf the duchv, which, tho' 
fcluom claimed, he faid, was no lefs in force, he took 
hisfword from his frJc— ITcrc, faid he, take it ; and 
be tn-fty guardians of it, 'till better times put me in 
condition to reclaim it. 

The Prefidcnt accepted the Marquis's fword— — he 
ftaid a few minutes to fee it depofited in the archives 
of his houfe, and departed. 

The Marquis and his whole family embarked the 
next day for Martinicoy and in about nineteen or 
twenty years of fucccfsful application to bufineft, with 
fome unlooked-for bequefts from diftant branches of 
his houfe. r eturned home to reclaim his nobility, and 
to fupport it. 

It was an incident of good fortune which wll 
never happen to any traveller but a fentimental one, 
that I fhould be at Rennes at the very time of this folemn 
requifition— I call it folemn— it was fo to mc. 

The Marquis entered the court with his whole 
family: he fupported his lady — his eldeft fon fup- 
ported his filler, and his youngeft was at the other ex- 
treme of the line next his mother— —He put his hand- 
kerchief to his face twice.— * 

-Thc» 
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•There was a dead filence. When the Marquis 
had approached within fix paces of the tribunal, he 
gave the Marchionefs to his youngeft fon, and ad- 
vancing three fleps before his famil y ' h e reclaimed 
his fword,— — His fword was given hiin, and the 
momient he. got it into his hand, he drew it almoft out 

ef the fcabbard 'twas the fhining face of a friend 

he had once given up h e looked attentively along 
it, beginning at the hilt, as if to fee whether it was 
the fam e ■ w hen obferving a little ruft which it had 
contrafted near the point, he brought it near his eye, 
and bending his head down over it— -I think I faw a 
tear fall upon the place : I could not be deceived by 
what followed. 

«' I ihall find," fidd he, *« fome other way, to get it 

off/* 

When the Marqius had faid this, he returned his 

fword into its fcabbard, made a bow to the guardians 

of it — and, with his wife and daughter, and his two fons 

following him, walked out. 

O howl envied him his feelings'! 
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THE ASS. 

I WAS flopped at the gate of Lywi bf a poor afs^ ^ 
who had jud turned in with a couple of large pan- 
luers upon his back, to coUedl eleemofynary tomip* 
tops> and cabbage-leaves; and flood dubious, with 
his two fore-feet on the infide of the threfhold, and 
with his two hinder fee| towards the flreet, as not know- 
ing very well whether he was to go in or no. 

Now 'tis an animal (be in what hurry I may) I 

cannot bear to flrike there is a patient endurance of 

fufferings, wrote fo unafFe^edly in his looks and 
carriage, which pleads fo mightily for him, that it 
always difarms me ; and to that degree, that I do not 
like to fpeak unkindly to him : on the contrary, 
meet him where I will — ^whether in town or country, 
in cart or under pannier s w hether in liberty or bon- 
dage— —I have ever fomething civil to fay to him 
on my part ; and as one word begets another (if he has 

as little to do as I) 1 generally fall into ccnrerfa- 

don with him ; and furely never is my imagination fo 
bufy, as in framing his refponfes ^m the etchings 
of his countenance— —and where thofc carry me not * 
deep enough — in flying from my own heart into his, 
and feeing what is natural for an afa to think— as well 
as a man, upon the occafion. — In truth, it is the only 
creature of all the clafles of beings below me, with 
whom I can do this : — ^for parrots^ jackdav^, &c. I . 

sever 
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aerer exchange a word- with them nor with the 

apes, &)c. for pretty near the fame reafon ; they a^ 
by rote» as the others fpeak by it, and equally make 
me dlent ; nay, my dog and my cat, though I ralue 
tfiem both — (and for my dog, he would fpcak if he 
could) — ^yet fomehow or other, they neither of them 
poflefs the talents for converfation — I can make nothing 
of a difcourfe with them. 

But with an afs I can commune for ever. Come, 
Hon'eftjJ faid I, — feeing it was i=Tipfafticable to pafs 

betwixt him and the gate — art thou fcr coming in, or 

« 

going out ? 

The afs twifled his head round to look up the 
ftreet— 

Well — replied I— we'll wait a minute for thy 
driver . 

— ^He turned his head thoughtful about, and looked 
wiftfblly the oppofite way. 

I underftand thee perfedly, anfwextd I — if thou 
takefl a wrong (lep in the aftair he will cudgel thee 
to death — ^Well i a minute is but a minute, and if it 
faves a fellow creature a drubbing, it ihall not be feC 
down as ill fpent. He was eating the ftem of an arti- 
choke as this difcourfe went on, and, in the little pee vifh 
contentions of nature betwixt hunger and unfavori- 
ncfs, had dropt it out of his mouth half a dozen 
times, and picked it up again — Goi help thee. Jack ! 
(aid I, thou haft a bitter breakfaft on't — and many a 
Utter day's labour — and many a bitter blow, I fear, 
fer it's wages — 'tis all — ^all bitternefs to thee, what- 

5B¥cr life is to othcrsv 

And 
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And now thy mouth, if one knew the truth of itf- 
is as bitter, I dare fay, as foot — (for he had caft afide. 
the ilem) and thou hafl not a friend perhaps in all this 
world that will give thee a macaroon.— -In faying 
this, I pulled out a paper of them, which I had juft 
purchafed, and gave him one— and at this moment 
that I am telling it, my heart fmites me, that there 
was more of pleafantry in the conceit, of feeing how an 
sfs would eat a macaroon — than of benevolence in giv* 
ing him one, which prefidcd in the ad. 

When the afs had eaten his macaroon, I prefled 

him to come in the poor beaft was htavy loaded— 

his legs feemed to tremble under him — ^he hung rather 
backwards, and as I pulled at his halter, it broke flioit 

in my hand he looked up pcnfive in my face— 

*' Don't thraih me with it, but if youwill, you may**— 
If I do, faid I, rU be d— d. The word was but one 
half of it pronounced, when a perfon coming in, let 
fall a thundering bailinado upon the poor devil's cropper, 
which put an end to the ceremony. Out upon it! 'I 
cried I. 
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THE ABUSES OF CONSCIENCE; 

/ 

A SERMON. 

liSBR£WS.XZII. lS« 

W ot we TRCST <we have m go$d Confckncej^"''^ 
<* 'THRUST! — ^Truft wc hav* a good confciencel'* 

{ Certainly, i^rim, quoth my father, intecruptiiij 
liim, you give that featence a very Inpioper accent ; 
for yott curl up your ndfe, man, and read it with 
iiich a fiieer|ng tone»as if the parfon was going X» 
abiife the ApofQe. 

He is, aak pleaile your honour, xeplied Triat. 

Pugh ! iaid my father, fmiliag.. 

Sir, quoth Do^lor Slop, Trim is certainly in the 
;right'; ibr die writer (.who I perceiw is a ProtefUnt 
by .the.ihappifh manner in which he takes up the A- 
ipoftlejrO is certainly going to abufe him ;>— -if this treat-* 
jBoent of him has not done it already. But from 
twhence, replied my father, have you concluded fa 
:ibon, Dodlor Slop, that the writer is of our church? 
'<^-lhr aught I can fee yety— he may ht of any church 
B ecaufe, anfwered Dodor SUp^ if he was of 
«<mcs,-w h e durfl no jnoie take fuch a licenfe, ■ ■ 
-dian a bear by his beard ; — If in our communion* 
Sir, a man was to infult an apoftle^ a faint, 
tf even the paring of a iaint*s nail>-^he would have 
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lus eyes feratched out. — ^Wliat, by the faint? quodi 
my UDcle Tofy. No« replied DoAor SJof, he wodd 
have an old houfe over his head. Pray, is the Inqui- 
iition an ancient btulding, anfwered my uncle Tofy ; 
or is it a modem one ? — I know nothing of archi* 
texture, replied Dodor SIo^. — An't pleafe your, 
honours, quoth Trim, the Inquifition is the vileft— 
jPrithee fpare thy defcription. Trim, I hate the very 
name of it, faid my father.-^— No matter for that, 
anfwered Dodor S/of,^^ it has its ufes; for though 
I*m no great advocate for it> yet, in fuch a cafe as 
this, he would foon be taught better nunners ; and I 
can tell him, if he went on at that rate, would be 
flung into the Inqmfition for his pains. God help 
him then, quoth my uncle T»ly, Amen, added Trim; 
for Heaven above knows, I have a poor brother 
who has been fourteen years a captive in it— -I never 
heard one word of it before, faid my uncle Tofy, 
haftily: How came he there, Trimf — O, Sir! the 
"ftory will make your heart bleed,— as it has* made 
mine a thoufand times;— the (hort of the flory is 
this ;— That my brother Tom went over a fenrant to 
£^ff— and married a Jew^s widow, who kept a fmaH 
(hop, and fold faufages, which, fome how or q|her> 
was the caufe of his being taken in the middle oRthc. 
night out of his bed, where he was lying with his 
wife and two fmall children, and carried dffedly 
to the Inquiiition, where, God help him, continued 
Trim, fetching a figh from the bottom of his heart, 
•—the poor honeft lad lies confined at this hour; he 
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was as' honefi a fool, added Trim, (pulling oat his 
iiandkerchief) as ever blood warmed. ■ 

—The tears trickled down Trim's cheeks fafter 
than he could well wipe them away.— *A dead filence 
in the room enfued for fome minutes, — Certain proof 
of pity ! Corne^ Trim, quoth my father, after he faw 
the poor fellow's grief had got a little vent, — ^read 
on>--and put this melancholy ftory out of thy head 
•—I grieve that I interrupted thee : but prithee begin 
the Sermon agun ; — ^for if the firH fentence in it iar 
matter of abufe, as thou fayeil, I have a great defire 
to know what kind of provocadon the ApofUe has 
given. 

Corporal Trim wiped his face, and returned his 
handkerchief into his pocket, and, making a bow 
as he iUd it^— — *he began again.] 

THE 

ABUSES OF CONSCIENCE; 
A SERMON. 

HEBREWS XIII. l8» 

For ive rtLVsrwe have a good Con/cience,^ 



IL 



TRUST! tmft wc have a good Confciencc ! 
** Sorely, if there is any thing in this life which a 
•' man may depend upon, and to the knowledge of 
^ which he is capable of arriving upon the mod in« 
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^r'difputable evidence, itmnft be this very thingr-^ 
'' whether he has a good confcience or no.'* 

[I am pofidve I am right, quoth Dr. Slop, ] 

** If a man thinks at all, he cannot well be a fbwi- 

«» ger 10 the true ftate of this account ; he muft 

*«be privy to his own thoughts and defires— he 
'* muft remember his paft purTuits, and know cer- 
'^ tainly the true fprings and motives, which in ge- 
** neral have governed the aflions of his life." [I- 
defy him, without an afiiftant, quoth Dr. Slop/] 

** In other matters we may be deceived by falfe 
*< appearances ; and, as the wife man complains, 
" hardly do nve guffs aright at the things that are ufw^ 

the earth i and<with labour do ^we find the thingi that art 

hefort us. But here the mind has all the evidence' 
** and fafts within herfelf; — ^is confcious of the web. 
** fhe has wove ; — knows its texture and finenefs, 
" and the exad fhare which every pailion has had 
*'in working upon the feveral defigns which virtue 
•* or vice has planned before her." 

[The language is good, and I declare Trim reads 
very well, quoth my father.] 

** Now,— as confcience is nothing el^e but the 
•• knowledge which the mind has within herfelf of 
** this ; and the judgment, either of approbation or 
** cenfare, which it unavoidably makes upon the 
** fuccei&ve actions of our lives ; 'tis plain, you will fay, 
•* fW)m the very terms of the propofition,— whenever 
** this inward teftimony goes againft a man, and he 
^' ftands felf-accuied^--^at he muft neceifaiily be a 

«* guilty 
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•« guflty man.— And, on the contrarj', when the report 
** is favourable on his fide, and hi^ heart condemns 
«* him not ; — that it is not a matter of truftt as the 
«< Apoffie intimates, but a matter ^{certainty and fad, 
** that the conTcience is good, and that the man muil 
" be good alfo." 

[Then the Apoftle is altogether in the wrong, \ 
fuppofe, quoth Dr. Slop^ and the Proteftant divine is 
in the right. Sir, have patience, replied my father ; 
for I think it will prefently appear that Saint Faul 
and the Proteflant divine are both of an opinion.- 
As nearly fo, quoth Dr. ^lop^ as eaft is to weft ; — ^but 
this, continued he, lifting both hands, comes from th« 
liberty of the prefs. 

It is no more, at the worft, replied my uncle Tify, 
than the liberty of the pulpit, for it does not appear 
that the fermon is printed, or ever likely to be. 

Go on, Trimt quoth my father. ] 

'* At firft fight this may feem to be a true flate of 
«» the cafe ; and I make no doubt but the knowledge 
" of right and wrong is fo truly imprcfTed upon the 
" mind of man,— that did no fuch thing ever happen, 
«' as that the confcience of a man, by long habits of 
•• fin, might (as the fcripture afTures it may) infenfibly 
" become hard ; — and like feme tender parts of his 
'* body, by much ftrefs and continual hard ufage, 
*' lofe, by degrees, that nice fenfe and perception 
"with which God and nature endowed it:— Did 
" this never happen : — or was it certain tha . felf- 
« love could never hang ihe leaft bias upon the judg- 
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*' ment ;— or that the little interefts below could 

"rife up and perplex the faculties of our upper re« 

'* gions, and encompafs them about with clouds and 

" thick darknefs : — could no fuch thing as favonr 

" and afFe^ion enter this facred court :■■ d id Wit 

•* difdain to take a bribe in it : — or was alhamed to 

" fhow its face as an advocate for an unwarrantable 

"enjoyment: or, laftly, were we aflured that iic- 

•* TEREST flood always unconcerned whilft the 

caufe was hearing, — and that paflion never got 

into the judgment feat, and pronounced fentence 

•• in the ftead of reafon, which is always fuppofed 

•' to prefide and determine upon the cafe : — ^was 

** this truly fo, as the objedion mufl fuppofe ;— no 

^ doubt then the religious and moral flate of a man 

•' would be exa£Uy what he himfelf eflcemcd it:— 

•« and the guilt or innocence of every man*s life 

4« could be known, in general, by no better meafure, 

''than the degrees of his own approbation and 

«' cenfure. 

'«" I own, in one cafe, whenever a man*s confcience 
*' does accufe him (as it feldom errs on that fide) that 
'* he is guilty ; and unlefs in melancholy and hypo- 
*' chondriac cafes, we may (afely pronounce upon 
•* it, that there is always fufficient grounds for the 
** accufation. 

*' But the converfe of the propofition will not hold 
•* true ; — namely, that whenever there is guilt, the 
*' confcience mull accufe : and if it docs not, that a 
*' man is therefore innocent.— This is not fa£t— So 

••that 
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" that the common confoktion which fome good 
** chriiHan or other is hourly adminifterihg to him- 
" felfjT— that he thanks God his mind docs not mifgivd 
" him ; and that, confequently, he has a good con- 
" fcience, becaufe he has a quiet one, — ^is fallacious ;— ^ 
'^ and as current as the inference is, and as infallible 
** as the rule appears at firft fight ; yet when you 
" look nearer to it, and try the truth of this rule 
•• upon plain fafts, — ^you fee it liable to fo much 
** error from a falfe application; — the principle 
"upon which it goes fo often perverted; — the 
" whole force of it loft, and foiretimes fo vilely 
«« call away, that it is painful to produce the com- 
•« mon examples from human life, which confirm 
•* the account. 

*' A man fhall be vicious and utterly debauched 
«* m hia principles;— exceptionable ia his conduft 
'« to the world ; (hall live fhamelefs, in the open 
*« commiffion of a fin, which no reafon or pretence 
«* can jufHfy,— a fin by which, contrary to all the 
•* workings of humanity, he fhall ruin for ever the 
«' deluded partner of his guilt; — rob her of her 
«* bcft dowry; and not only cover her own head 
** with difhonour,— ^but involve a whole virtuous 
«' fkmily in fhame and forrow for her fake* Surely, 
*' you will think confcience mufF lead fuch a man a 
<* troublefome life ;— he can have no refk night or 
•* day from its reproaches. 

" Alas! CoNscLBNCB had fomething elfe to do 
«^ all; this timcj than break in upon him; as liijaJ^ 
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*' reproached the god J?W> — ^this domefHc god nva 
*■ iiihir talking » wpurfuingt or nvas in a journey, orperai" 
«* 'venture htjlept and could not be awoke. Perhaps Hi 
♦* was going out in company with Honour to 
*' fight a duel ; to pay off fome debt at play \^ 
** or dirty annuity, the bargain of his lufl : perhaps 
•'Conscience all this time was engaged at home, 
** talking aloud againft petty larceny, and executing 
•* vengeance upon fome fuch puny crimes as his for- 
'* tune and rank of life fecured him againft all 
temptation of committing ; fo that he lives as raer* 
rily,*'— [If he was of our church, though, quoth 
Dr. Slop, he could not]—** fleeps as (bundly m 
«* his bed ; and at laft meets death as unconcernedly, 
•• —perhaps much more fo» than a much better 
^« man." 

[All this is impoflible with us, quoth Dr. Slepf 
-turning to my father, — tlie cafe could not happen in 
our church— It happens in ours, however^ replied 
my father, but too often. I own, quoth Dr. Slop, 
(ftruck a little with my father's frank acknowledg- 
ment) that a man in the Romijb church may live tts 
badly ^— but then he cannot eaiily die fo.— — Tis 
little matter, replied my father, with an air of imfific- 
tence,— how a rascal dies. ■ I mean, anfwered Dr. 
Slop, he would be denied the benefits of the laft facra- 
jnents.— — Pray, how many have you in all ? faid my 
uncle Tohy, — for I always forget.— Seven, anfwer- 
ed Dr. Slop ^Humph! — f^d uncle Tohy-^ though 

ipot accented as a note of acquiefcence^— but as an k- 
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terjeffion of that particular fpecies; of furpriif , when 
a man in looking into a drawer finds more of a thing 

tlian he expedled. Humph ! replied my uncle 

Tofy. Dr. SLp, who had an ear, underftood my uncle 
Toh as wel] as if he had wrote a whole volume againft 
the feven facraments.— Humph ! implied Dr, 8lop 
(ftating my uncle Tohys argument over again to him) 
W hy, Sir, are there not feven cardinal virtues ? 
Seven mortal fins ?— -Seven golden candle- 



. iticks ?'■ ■ Seven heavens ?— — -'Tis more than I 

know, replied my uncle Tohy.^ Are there not feven 

wonders of the world ? Seven days of the creation f 

— ^Seven planets ?— Seven plagues? : That 

there are, quoth my father, with a moft afFefted gra- 
vity. But prithee, continued he, ga on with the reft 
of thy charaders. Trim.] 

'• Another is fordid, unmerciful/' (here Trim wav- 
ed his right hand) ** a flrait-hearted, felfiih wretch, 
•* incapable either of private friend (hipr or public 
•* spirit. Take notice how he pafles by die widow 
** and orj^n in their diftrefs, and fees all the miferie» 
••« incident to human life without a figh or a prayer.'*' 
[An't pleafe your honours, cried Trim, I think this » 
■ Yikr man than the other.] 

" Shall not confcience rife up an^' fHng^ him on 
•* fuch occafions ?— No ; thank God, there is no* 
■•• occa£on. / pay every man his own y^^lha^ve nofor^ 

•• nicatim to anfruer ta my conjcience ; no faithUfi 

:•« vows or promifes to make up ;.— / ha^e debauched nv 
.^ma»*i nmfi or cMId'y thank God, I am nia as other 
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'* men, Mduherers, unjuft, or e*uiH as tbit biirtimip wi$ 

^^ftands before me, A third is crafty and defignbg in 
•* his nature. View his whole life,— — 'tis nothing 
** but a cunning contexture of dark arts and nneqin* 
** table fubterfuges, bafely to defeat the true intent of 
** all lawsj p l^ dealing, and the fafe enjoyment 
" of our feveral properties. -i— You will fee fuch a 
<* one working out a frame of little defigns upon the 
** ignorance and perplexities of the poor and needy 
it man :— — (hall raife a fortune upon the inexpe- 
'^ rience of a youth, or the unfufpe£ting temper of Itas 
<« friend, who would have trufkd him with his life* 
'* When old age comes on, and repentance calb'him 
'^ to look back upon this black account, and ilate it 
^* over again with his confcience— -Co nscibncb looks 
«' into the Statutes at Large ;——— finds no exprefs 
'* law broken by what he has done ;— perceives no 
«* penalty or forfeiture of goods and chattels incur-. 

" red ; fees no fcourge waving over his heftd> or 

•« prifon opening his gates upon him : W hat is 
*' there to affright his confcience ?■ Confcience has 
*' got fafely entrenched behind the Letter of the Law, 
** fits there invulnerable, fortified with Cafij and Re* 
" forts fo flrongly on all fides ; — that it is not preach- 
** ing can difpofTefs it of its hold.** 

[The charader of this lafl man, faxd Dr. Slef» m* 
terrupting Trim, is more detefbble than all the reft'; 
>■ a nd feems to have been taken from romegp^tti- 
fogging lawyer amongil you > ' . amongft vtt, a man^ 
confcience could not poflibly continue to long. UaMw 
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tiincs in a year, at leaft» he mufi go to con» 
feifion. Will thatreftore it to fight ? quoth my undo 
Tofy, Go on. Trim, quoth my father. *Tis very 

ftiort, replied 7r/«.— I wifh it was longer, quoth 
my uncle Tofy, for I Uke it hugely. ■ ■ Trim 

went on.] 

" A fourth man (hall want even this refuge ; (hall 
" break through all the ceremony of flow chicane ; 
" f coma the doubtful workings of fecret plots and 

*' cautious trains to bring about his purpofe :■ Sec; 
" the bare-faced villain, how he cheats, lies, perjures, 

•« robs, murders ! Horrid !— — But indeed much 

" better was not to be cxpcfted, in the prefent caf<? 

*' —the poor man was in the dark ! his Pneft 

•' had got the keeping of his confcience ;— and all 
•' he would let him know of it, was, that he rauft 

•* believe in the Pope ; go to Mafs ; crofs him- 

" felf ; tell his beads ; ^be a good Catholic ; 

" and that this, in all confcience, was enough to carry 
** him to heaven. What ; — if he perjures ! ■ W hy ; 
" —he had a mental refervation in it.- But if 

^' he 15 fo wicked and abandoned a wretch as yoa 
•' reprcfent him ; i f he robs^ ■ if he (labs, will 
" not confcience, on every fuch aA, receive a wound. 
" itfclf ?— — Aye, but the man has carried it to a con- 
" feflion ; the wound digefls there, and will do 
^' well enough, and m a fhort time be quite healed up. 
•' by abfoludon. O Popery ! what haft thou to anfwer 
•« for?— — — When^BOt content with the too many na-. 
•• tural and. £Ktal ws^s, through which the heart of. 
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•* mnn h every day thus treacheroiu to ftftlf iibove 
^ all things ;— thoa haft wilfully fet open the ^de 
•* gate of deceit before the face of this unwary traveW 
*» ler, too apt, God knows, to go aftray of himfslf ; 
•• and confidently fpcak peace to himfelf, vAitn there 
•* is no peace. 

•' Of this the common inftanccs which I have 
^ drawn out of life are too notorious to require much 
9t evidence. If any one doubts the reaKty of thenu 
<*or thinks it impofiible for a man to be fuch a bubble 

" to himfelf, 1 muft refer him a momiemt to hit 

*' own reflections, and will then venture to tmft my 
•« appeal with his own heart. 

'' Let him confider m how dilFerent a degree of 
^ deteflation, numbers of wicked a^ons ftand there, 
^' though equally bad and vicious in their own natures ; 
€€ j^he win foon find, that fuch of them as ftrong 
^ inclination and cuftom have prompted him to com- 
" mit,. are generally dretkd out and p^ted with all 
^ the falfe beauties, which a foft and a flarteiing hand 
•' can give them;— and that the ethers, to which h« 
** feels no propenfity, appear at once, naked and de» 
*' formed, furrounded with all the true circumftancet 
«' of folly and diihonour. 

" When DaviJ furprifcd Sau! deeping in the cave» 
«* and cut off the fkirt of his robe— we read hi* 
** heart fmote him for what he had done. But ift 

*' the matter of Uriahs where a faithful and gallant 
*' fervant, whom he ought to have loved andhonoured> 
f fell to make way for his luftjr-whcre confciencc 
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^liad fo much greatei* redfon to take the alftr0,.liii 
" heart fmote him not. A whole year had almofl pafied 
'** from the firfl commtffion of that crime, to the time 
■«• Nathan was fent to reprove him ; and we read tiot 
^' once of the leaft forrow or compunction of heait 
•f ' which he teftified during all that tiine, for what he 
'^* had done. 

** Thus Confcience, this once able monitor^-^placeiL 
*' on high as a judge within us, and intended by our 
" Maker as a juft aiid equitable one too, — ^by an un- 
■** happy train of caufes and impediments, takes often 
** fuch imperfed cognizance of what pafles,-?— does . 
•* iu office fo negligently fometimes, io corruptly, 
•• t hat it is not to be trufted alone ; and thore* 

•* fore we find there is a neceffity, an abfolute nccef- 
** fity of joining another principle with it, to aid, if 
^* not govern, its determinations. 

** So that if you would form a juft judgment rf 
*' what is of infinite importance to you not to be mif- 

•« led in namely, in what degree of real merit 

•« you ftand either as an honeft man, an ufeful citizen, 
■•• a faithful fubjedl to your king, or a good fervant 
•* to your God,— call in religion and morality. ■ ■ » 
•* Look, what is written in the law of God ?— Howr 
*' readeft thou ?— Confult calm reafon and the un- 
*« changeable obligations of juftice and truth ; 
9* what fay they ? 

«« Let CoN&ciENCB determine the matter upott 
•« thde reports ; — and then if thy heart condemn* 
;*.tho€ Miti which if she cafethe^^poftle^fappofes,-^ 
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^ die rde will be infallible,*'— [Here Dr. Slop^ kt 
aflccp]— '* thu ivih have confii/ence towards God% that 
*« is, have juft grounds to believe the judgment thov 
•* haft pafled upon thyfelf, is the judgment of God ;— 
** and nothing elfe but an anticipation of that righteoos 
** fentence, which will be pronounced upon thee herew 
«• after by that Bemg, to whom thou art finally to 
•» give an account of thy aftions. 

•' Bleffid is the man^ indeed, then, as the author of 
*' the book oi Ecclefiafiicus exprcffes it, luho is notprich- 
" ed with the multitude of his fins : Blejfed is the man 
" mjho/e heart hath not condemned him ; ^whether he h 
«« rich, or whether he he poor, if he ha<ue a go^d heart 
<« (a heart thus guided and informed) be jhallat aU 
*« times rejoice in a cheerful countenance ; bis mindfieM 
•* tell him more thanfeven watchmen that fit ednn/e upenm, 
*♦ tower on high. — [A tower has no ftrength, quoth my 
uncle Toby, unlefs 'tis flank'd.] 

•€ ....- In the darkeft doubts it fhall condud him 
«< fafer than a thoufand cafuifts, and give the fbite he 
■** lives in a better lecurlty for his behaviour than all 
" the claufes and reftridtions put together, which law^ 
** makers arc forced to multiply :■ F orced, I &yv 
" as things fland ; human laws not being a mattcx of 
** original choice, but of pure neceffity, brought in t» 
** fence againft the mifchievous efie6b of thofe con^ 
*' fciences which are no law unto themfdves j well 
•' intending, by the many provifions made,, that i» all 
•♦ fuch corrupt and mifguidcd cafes, where- prindplct 
f* and the checks of «onfdeiiGe will not makrna vp» 
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'* riglity— to fttpply their force» and, by the terrors 
*♦ af gaols, and halters, oblige us to it. 

[I' fee plainly, faid my father, that this fermonhas 
been compofed to be preached at the Temple,— or at 
fomc Affize.— I like the reafoning, and am forry that 
Dr. Slop has fallen afleep before the time of his con* 
viftion :— -for it is now clear, that the Parfon, as I 
thoaght at firil, never infulted St. Patd in the leaft ;«'-» 
nor has there been, brother, the lead difference be- 
tween them. A great matter, if they had diiiered, 
replied my tmcle To^,— the bed friends in the worid 
may differ fometimes.— True, — brother Toiy, qnoth 
my fathcr^ihaking hands with him— we'll fill our piptfs, 
brother, and then Trim ihall go on— — 

He read on as follows.] 

«* To have the fear of God before our eyes, and, 
*' in our mutual dealings with each other, to govern 
*' our actions by the eternal meafures of right and 
" wrong :— The firft of thefe will comprehend the 
'* duties of religion ;— the fecond, thofe of morality, 
'' which are fo infeparably conne^d together, that 
*' you cannot divide thefe two tables % even in imagi« 
'' nation, (though the attempt is often made in pradice) 
''without breaking and mutually deftroying thenk 
•'both. 

** I faid the attempt is often made ;— -and ib it is ,"-«-• 
** there being nothing more common than to. fee a 

man who has no fenfe at all of religion, and indeed 

has fo much honeily as to pretend to none, who 
<* would take it as the bittereA afiroat, Oould you 

I«but 
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^ but hint at i, Tufpicion of his niortl chara£ler, 
*' imagine he was not confcientioufly juft and fcrupa- 
•' lous to the uttermoft mite. 

*' Wiien there is fome appearance that it is fo,— 
• " though one is unwilling even to luipcct the apptarance 
" ol (o amiable a virtue as moral honefty, yet were 
•* we to look into the grounds of it, in the prefent 
" cafe, I am perfuaded we fhouid find l;ttle reafun to 
" envv fucb a one t:ic ho- our of his motive. 

" Let him declaim as pumpoully as he choofes 
•* upon the fubjeft, it will be found to reft upon no 
** better foundation than cither his intcreft, his pricic, 
** his eafe, or fome fuch little and chang.abLpatiion 
^* as will give us but fmall dependance u^on his «c- 
** tions in matters of great diftrefs. 
*' I will iiluftrate this by an example. 
" I know the banker I deal with, or the phyfician 

" I ufually call in," 

There is no need, cried Dr. Slof, (waking) to call 
in any phyiician in this cafe.] 

** To be neither of them men of much rc- 

*« ligion ; I hear them make a jeft of it every day, 
•' and treat all its fandlibns with fo much fcom a» to 
•*put the matter pall doubt. Well ;— notwithftand- 
•* ing this, I put my fortune into the hands of the 

.«« one ; and what is dearer ftill to me, I truft my life 

-•' to the honcft fldll of the other. 

*• Now let me examine what is my reafon fot th& 
•« great confidcacc. Why, in the firft place, I believe 
V th«ic4«TO probaUlity that eithor cf them wHI «m- 

«« ploy 
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•* ploy the power I pat mto their hands to my dirad-* 
•' vantage,— I confider that honefly ferves the pur- 
•» pofes of this hfe : — I know their faccefs in the 
'* world depends upon the faimefs of their charaders. 
** In a word, I am perfuaded that they cannot hurt 
*' me, without hurting themfelves more. 

But put it otherwife ; namely, that intereft lay, 
for once, on the other fide : that a cafe fhould hap- 
pen wherein the one, without ftain to his reputation, 
*^ could fecret my fortune, and leave me naked in 
*' the world ; — or that the other could fend me out erf 
'^ it, and enjoy an eflate by my death, without dif- 
" honour to himfelf or his art : In this cafe, what 

" hold have I of either of them ? ^Religion, the 

" ibongefl of all motives, is out of the queftion ;— 
" Intereilj the next moft powerful motive in the 
«* world is ftrongly againft me : — What have I left 
•* to call into the oppofite fcale to balance this temp* 
•* tation ?— — Alas I I have nothing,^— but what is 
•* lighter than a bubble — I muft lie at the mercy -of 
** Honour, or fome fuch capricious principle — Strait 
*' (ecurity for two of the mod valuable bleflings !•— 
** my property, and myfelf. 

«* As, therefore, we can have no dependance upon 
'* morality without religion ; — fo, on the other hand, 
** there is nothing better to be expefted from religion 
*« without morality ; neverthelefs, 'tis no prodigy to 
^' fee a man whofe real moral character Aands vcty 
" low, who yet entertains- the higheft jiotion of" him- 
<'&lf»in tfaislightof aireligioui suuu 
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" He (hall not only be covetous, revengeful, ii!N 
«' placable, — ^but even wanting in points of commoi 
*' honefty ; yet in as much as he talks aloud ^^ainft 
«' the infidelity of the age,— is zealous for fomc points 
" of religion, — goes twice a-day to church, — attends 
•' the facraments/— and amufes himfclf with a few 
" inftrumehtal parts of religion, — ihall cheat his con>- 
" fcience into a judgment, that for this he is a reli- 
*' gious man, and has difcharged truly his duty to 
" God : and you will find that fuch a man, through 
*' force of this delufion, generally looks down with* 
** fpiritual pride upon every other man who has lefs 

affeftation of piety, —though, perhaps, ten times 

more real honefly than himfelf* 

** This likenui/e is a fore e*vil under the. fun : anJ# 
** I believe, there is no one miflaken principle, wldch, . 
*' for its time, has wrought more ferioos mif* 
" chiefs. 

** For a general proof of this, examine ibt 

" hiilory of the Romijh church :"— 

[Well, what can you make of that i cried -Dr. 
5/(?/.]— " fee what fcenes of cruelty, murder, rajMni, 

*' bloodftied," [They may thank their own ob(H-' 

nacyi cried Dr. ^/o^]— — «* have all been fandtifi^d by 
•* reli^gion not ftridlly governed by morality. 

•* In how many kingdoms of the world has the 
*« cmfading fword of this mifguided Saint-errant, 
" fpared neither age, or merit, or fex, or condition ?-^ 
<^ and, as he fought under the banners of a religicAi 
" wHch fet him loofe from jdlice and luimaiuty', He 

" ihewed 
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'< fhewed none ; mercilefsly trampled apon both 
** heard neither the cries of the unfortunate^ nor pitied 
" their diftreffes." 

[I have been in niany a battle, an't pleafe your 
honour^ quoth 7r//», iighing, but never in fo melancholy 
a one as this.— I would not have drawn a trigger in 
it againfl thefe poor fouls,— to have been made a ge« 
neral officer. — ^Why ? what do you underfland of the 
affair ? fidd Dr. Slopt (looking towards ICrimi with 
fomething more of contempt than the Corporal's honeft 
heart deferved)— What do you know, friend, about 
this battle you talk of? — ^I know, replied Tr/'/w, that I 
never refufed' quarter in my life to any man wHo 
cried out for it ;— -but to a woman, or a child, conti* 
nued Trim^ before I would level my muOcet at them, 
I would lofe my life a thoufaiid times.— —Here V» 
crown for thee. Trim, to drink with Ohadiah to-night, 
quoth my uncle Tohy.^ God blefs y<M{ honour, re- 
plied Trim,'^! had rather thefe poor wom.-n and 
children had it.— Thou art an honeft fdluw, quoth 
my uncle ToAy — My father nodded his head, — as 
much as to fay,— -and fo he is. 

But prithee, Trim, faid my father, make an end ;. 
for I fee thou hal)^ but a leaf or two left • 

Corporal Trim read on.] 

«♦ If the teftimony of pafl centuries in this matter is 
«* not fufficient,— confidcr, at this inftant, how the 
** votaries of that religion are every day thinking to 
«* dofervice and honour to God, by anions which are 
«' 9L difhonour and fcandal to themfelves. 

"To 
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<' To be convinced of this, go widi me for a mo- 
«' xnent into the prifons of the Inquifition.*'— [God 
help any poor brother Torn/] — ** Behold Religiw, 
** with Meny and Jufiice chained down under her 
*' feet> — there fitting ghafUy upon a black tribunal, 
** propped up with racks and inflruments of torment* 
«« Hark ! — ^hark !— what a piteous groan I" — [Here 
Trims face turned as pale as afhes] — " See the mc- 
" lancholy wretch who uttered it !— [Here the tcan 
-began to trickle down]—'* juft brought forth to im- 
'* dergo the anguiih of a mock trial, and endure the 
** utmofl pains that a fludied fy flem of cruelty hasbeea 
•« able to invent I" — [D— n them all, quoth Trim, his 

colour returning into his face as red as blood.] 

** Behold this helplefs vidtim delivered up to his tor* 
•• mentorsy-^his body fo walled with forrow jand con- 
" finement,"— Ch ! *tis my brother, cried poor 
Trim in a mofl paflionate exclamation, dropping the 
fermon upon the ground, and clapping his hands 
together — I fear 'tis poor Tom, My father's and my 
mide Toby*s hearts yearned with fympathy for the 
poor fellow's diftrefs ; even Slop himfelf acknowledged 
Joity for him. W hy, Trim, faid my father, this 

is not a hiftory,— 'tis a fermon thou art reading; 
prithee begin the fentence again.] — " Behold this 
■*' helplefs viiftim delivered up to his tormentors,— 
«' his body fo walled with forrotv and confinement, you 
** will fee every nerve and mufcle as it fuifers. 

'* Obferve the laft mov(:m::nt of that horrid engine !" 
•-I would rather face a cannon, quoth Trimt 

ftamp- 
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p.] f€ See wKat coinmlfioBS k hat tkrown 

Into! — Coniider the nature of the pdftm in' 
\i he now Km ftretched, — what eT^qiaiiite tor- 
he endures by it ! — *Tn all nature can bear ! 
i God ! fee how it keeps his weary foul hang-' 
upon his trembling lips!*' — I would not read 

• line of it, quoth Trim, fbr all this *worlJi 
an*t pleafe your honours, all this is in Portugal, 
ny poor brother Tom is. I tell thee. Trim, ftgftin, 
ny father, 'tis not an hiflorical account, — 'tis 
iption.—— 'Tis only a defcripdon, honei^ man, 
}hp, there's not a word of truth in it.— Tliat's 

• ftory, replied my father. — However, i^'Trim ' 
with fo much concern, — 'tj» cruelty to force " 
go on with it. — Give me hold of the fermoti, 

-I'll finifli it for thee, and thou may'ft go«— 
fby and hear it too, replied Tritfh if your 
will sdlow me;*-though I would not read 
If for a colonel's pay .-—Poor Trim! q«oth my 
V^. — My father went on.]— — - 
mfider the nature of the pofture in which he 
lies ftretched, — what exquiiite torture he en- 
j by it ! — 'Tis all nature can bear ! Good God ! 
low it keeps his weary foul hanging upon his 
bliiiglips, — willing to take its leave, — but not 

led to depart ! Behold the unhappy wretch 

ackto his cell!" 

-[Then, thank God, however, quoth Trim, they 

ot killed him.] — . 

•• See 
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** Sie faim dragged oat of it again to meet the 
«' flames, and the infults in hislall agonies, which this 
^* principley— this principle, that there can be religion 
** without mercy, has prepared for him. The fureft 
*? way to try the merit of any difputed notion is, to 
«' trace down the confequences fuch a notion has pro- 
** duced, and compare- them with the fpirit of chrif- 
'' tianity ; — 'ds the fhort and deciiive rule which our 
** Sanour hath left us, for thefe and fuch like cafes, 
" and it is worth a thoufand arguments——^ their 
** fruits ye Jbail km*w them. 

*' I will add no farther to the length of this fermon, 
** than by two or three ihort and independent rules 
«^ deducible from it. 

•* Firjf, Whenever a man talks loudly againft re- 
^< ligion, always fufpe£l that it is not his reafon, bu^ 
" his paifions which have got the better of his 
''Creed. A bad life and a good belief are difagree- 

able and troublefome neighbours, and where they 

feparate, depend upon it, 'tis for no other caufe 
'* but quietnefs fake. 

Secondly t When a man thus reprefented, tells you 

in any particular inftance, — ^That fuch a thing goes 

againft his confcience,— always believe he means 
*' exa6Uy the fame thing, as when he tells you fuch 
** a thing goes againfi his ilomach ; a prefent 
*' want of appetite being generally the true caufe of 
*' both. 

" In a word, — truft that man in nothing, who has 
5' not a Conscience in every thing. 

" And, 
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-*« And, in yoor own cafe; remembep this plaia 
«« ditihdion> a miftake in which has huned thoufands, 
^ -—that your confcience^is not a law: — No, God and 
** reafon made the law, aud have placed confcience 
** within you to detennine, — not like an JJiatic Cadi, 
" according to the ebbs and flows of his own paflions, 
" b ut like a Britifi ]\iAgt in this land of liberty 

** and good fenfe, who makes no new law, but faith- 
'* fully declares that law which he knows already 
« written." 

SNO OF THI SERMON. 

T.SHANDV, V. I. C. 140* 



REMAINDER OF THE 

STORY OF TRIM'S BROTHER. 

A S Tonics place, an*t pleafe your honour, was eafy 

^ -^ a nd the weather warm it put him 

upon' thinking ferioufly of fettUng himfelf in the 
world ; and as it fell out about that time, that a Jew 
«Hio kept a faufage-ihop in the fame ilreet, had the 
iQ luck to die of a ftrangury, and leave his widow ia 
pofiibffion of a rouAng trade— T<?;// thought (as every 
body in Lifion was doing the bed he could devife for 
himfelf) there could be no harm in offering her his 
' fervice to carry it on : fo without any introdudHon to 
&« widowj except that of buying a pound of faufages 

at 
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at Ber (hop To rn fet oat— --^^^oimting- iha matter 

tkus within himfelf, as he walked slongp, that let the 
worUk come of it that could, he fhonld at leaft get ar 

pound of faufages for their worth ^bat, if things went 

well> he fhould be fet up; inafmuch as he (hould get 
oot only a pound of faufages— but a wafc — ^and faufage 
Aop, an't plesfe your honour, into the^ bargain. 

£very ferrant in the family, from high to low, 
wilhed Tom faccefi ; adad I can fancy, an^t pleaie your 
honour, I fee him this moment, with his white donkf 
ivaidcoat and breeches, and hat a little o'one fide, 
pafling joUily along the ftreet, fwinging his flick, with 
a fmile and a cheerful word for every body he met. 

But» alas ! Tom ! thou fmileft no more, cried the 
Corporal, looking on one fide of him upon the ground, 
as if he apoflrophifed him. in his dungeon. 

Poor fellow 1 faid my uncle Tobyy feelingly. 

He was an honeft, light-hearted lad, an't |^ea£Byour 
honour, as ever blood warm'd-: 

Then. he refembled thee, Trim^. faid my uncle Toly^ 
tapidly. 

The Corporal bldhed down to his fingers' end s ■ 
A tear of fentimental baihfulnefs — another of gratitude 
to my. uncle T9hf — and a teai* of forrow for his brother's 
misfortunes, ^sjt\&i. into his^eye, and ran (weetly down 
his cheek together : my uncle Toby*^ kindled as one 
hap doeftat another ; and taking hold of die breaft of 
91fMs coat (which had been^ that of Le Fe<i/res), as if 
eoeafe his lanie leg, but in reality to graufy a finer 
frrMng. he ftood i^mit for a minute and a half; at 

the 
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Ae end of nUch he cook his hand awajr; and Ae 
Coiporal making a bow» went on widi his ftoiy of 
' liiv brother and the Jruf's widov7« 

When Tom, an't pleafe jrour honour* got to the 
fliof^, there was nobodj in it, but a poor negro girl, 
widi a bunch of white featbars (lightly tied to the 
end of a kog cane, flapping away flies— not killtnf 
them* 

Tia a pretty piftare, faid my uncle Tofy, — (he had 
fafl^red perfecution. Trim, and had learnt mercy— -^^ 
*— She was good, an't pleafeyour honour, from na- 
ture, as wdi as from hard(hips; and there are circum- 
ftanoes in the ftory of that poor friendle(s (lut, that 
wookl meh a heart of (lone, faid Trim; and feme 
difmal winter's evening, when your honour is in the 
humour, they fiiall be told you with the reft of Tom'3 
flory, for it makes a. part of it. 

Then do not forget. Trim, faid my nucle To^j. 
A negro has a foul ? an't pleafe your honour, faid 
iim Corporal, (doubtingly.) 

I am not much verfed. Corporal, quoth my uncle 
T§b^, in thinjgs of that kind! but I fuppofo, God 
would not leave lum without one, any more than 
diee or me. 

It would be putting one fadly over the head of 
another^ quoth the Corporal. 

It would be fo, faid my uncle Tofy. 

Why then, an't pleafe your honour, is a black wench 
to be ufed worfe than a white one ? 

I c#n give ao reafon, faid my uncle Tohy 

E Only, 
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•Only, cried the Corporal, (baking his' head, 
becaufe (he has no jone to (land up for her — 

*Tis that very thing, Trim^ quoth ray uncle T^?^,— 
' 'J ■ ■ 
which recommends her to proteftion, and her brethren 

with her; 'tis the fortune of war which has put die 

whip into our hands »oay where it may be herc- 

- after. Heaven knows! but be it where it will, the 

brave, Trimy will not ufe it unkindly. 

'• God forbid, faid the Corporal. 

Amen, refponded my uncle Tohy^ laying his hand 
' upon his heart. 

The Corporal returned to his (lory, and went on-* 
but with an embarra(rment in doing it, which here 
and there a reader in this world will not be able to 
comprehend ; for by the many fudden tranfitions all 
along, from one kind and cordial pa(fion to another, 
in getting thus far on his way, he had loft the fport- 
able key of his voice, which gave fenfe and.fpiritto 

* his tale : he attempted tv\'ice to refume it, but could 
not pleafe himfelf; fo giving a ftout hem! to rally 
back the retreating fpirits, and aiding nature at the 
fame time with his left arm a-kimbo on one (ide, and 

• with his right a little extended, fupported. her on the 
other — the Corporal got as near the note. as he could; 

- and in that attitude, continued his ftory. 

As Toniy an't pleafe your honour, had no bufincfs 

at that time with the Moorijh girl, he paflfed on into 

-' the room beyond, to talk to the T^w's widow about 

[ love — and being, as I have told-your honour, an open, 

(;heary-hearted lad^ with hit chara£ler wrote in his 

looks 
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looks and carriage* be took a chair, and without 

^much apologjr, but with great civility at the fame 

. time, placed it clofe to her at the table, and fat down. 

Now a widow, an*t pleafe your honour, always 

choofes a fecond hufband as unlike the firfl as (he 

can: fo the affair was fettled in her mind before Tom 

. mentioned it. 

She figned the capitulation— and Tom fealcd it; 
and there, was an end of the matter^ 

T. SHANDY, V. IV. C. 64. 
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THE BEGUINE. 

•w - - 

• 

. T MUST here inform you, that Ais fervant of my 
-*• uncle Tohy% who went by the name of Trim, had 
been a Corporal in my uncle's own company,— his 
real name was ytf/«^x 5«/i^r,— but ha?ing got the 

. nick-name of Trim in the regiment, my uncle Tofy, - 
unlefs when he happened to be very angry w ith him, 

- would never call him by any other name. 

The poor fellow had been difabled for the fervice, 
by a wound on his left knee by a mulkf t bullet, at 

. the battle of Landeiti which was two years before the 

, affair oTNamur; — ^andas the fellow was well-beloved 
in the regiment, and a handy fellow into the bargain, 
my uncle Tofy took him for his fervant; and of an 

. excellent ufe was he, attending my uncle T^^^ in the 

E z camp 
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•Amp and in his quarters as a valet* groom, barbcfi 
cook, fempfter, and nude; and indeed, fronrfirftt* 
U^, waited upon him and ferved him with great 
fidelity and afie^on* 

My uncle ToBy lovpd the man in return, and what 
attached him more to him fliH, was the iimilitude of 
their knowledge.— For Corporal Trim, (for fo, for 
the future, I fliall call him) by four years occafional 
attention to his mailer's difcourfe upon fortified towns, 
and the advantage of prying and peeping continually 
into his mailer's plans, &c. exclufive and befidet 
what he gained Hobby-Horsically, as a body fer- 
vant, Nofi Hobby ^orfical /rry^;— — had become no 
mean proficient in the fcience ; and was thought, by 
the cook and chamber-maid, to know as much of the 
nature of ftrong-holds as my uncle Toby himfelf* 

I have but one more ilroke to give to finiih Cor- 
poral Trim\ chara^er,-— — and it is the only dark 
line in it. — The fellow loved to advife,—- or rather 
|o hear himfelf talk; his carriage, however, was fo 
perfefUy refpeftful, 'twas eafy to keep him fiknt 
when you had him fo ; but fet his tongue a-going,f^ 
you had no hold of him — he was voluble; — theeter* 
cal interlardings of your Honour, with the refpedlful* 
nefs of Corporal Trim's manner, interceding fo ftrong 
in behalf o£ his elocution, — that though you might 

have been incommoded, you could not well be 

angry. My uncle Toby was feldom either the one 
or the other widi him, — or, at kaft, this fault, in 
frim^ broke no fquaies with theou My oncle Toby^ 
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as I Cud, lored the man ; and befides, as he ever 

looked upon a &ithful fervant, — ^but as an humble 
friend, — he could not bear to Hop his mouth. 
Snctk was Corporal Tnm. 

So, thou waft once in love, Tn'mf faid my uncle 
Tohj^, fmiling 

Soufe! replied the Corporal — over head and ears! 
an't pleafe your honour. Prithee when ? where ? — and 
how came it to mSa ? — ^I never henrd one word of it 
before, quoth nly uncle Toby. — ^I dare fay, anfwered 
Trims that every drummer and fcrjeant's fon in the 
regiment knew of it— ^It's high time I Ihould — faid 
my uncle Tohj, 

Your honour remembers with concern, faid the Cor- 
poral, the total rout and confufion of our camp, and 
the army, at the affair of Landen ; every one was let t 
to (hift for himfelf ; and if it had not been for the re- 
giments of Wyndham^ Lumley and Galivay, which co^ 
vered the retreat over the bridge of Neerfpeekent the 
•Kimg himfelf could fcarce have gained it — ^he was 
preflfed hard, as your honour knows, on every fide 
of him 

Gallant mortal! cried my uncle Toh^y caught up 
with enthufiafm — this moment, now that all is loft, 

ft 

I fee him galloping acrofs me. Corporal, to the left, 
to bring up the remains of the Englifti horfe along 
with him, to fupport the right, and tear the laurel 
from Lnxemhom£% brows, if yet 'tis poffible— I fee 

E3 hifll 
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him with the knot of his fcarf juft (hot ofF, infufmg 
frcfh fpirits into poor Gal^ay% regiment — riding 
along the line — then wheeling about, and charging 
Conti at the head of it — Brave ! brave, by Heaven ! 
cried my uncle Tohy^ he deferves a crown — as richly . 
as a tlrlef a halter, fhouted Trim. 

My uncle Tohy knew the Corporal's loyalty ;r-, 
otherwife the comparifon was not at all to his mind — 
it did not altogether ftrike the Corporal's fancy when 
he had made it — but it could not be recalled — fo he 
had nothing to do, but proceed. 

As the number of wounded was prodigious, and 
no one had time to think of any thing, but his own 
fafety — Though Talmajh, faid my uncle Tohy, brought 
off the foot with great prudence — But I was left upon 
the field, faid the Corporal. Thou waft fo, poor fel- 
low ! replied my uncle Tohy — So that it was noon the 
next day, continued the Corporal, before I ^as ex- 
changed, and put into a cart with thirteen or fourteen . 
more^ in order to be conve}''ed to our hofpital. — The. 
anguifh of my knee, continued the Corporal, was 
exceflive in itfelf ; ajid the uneafinefs of the cart, with 
the roughncfs of the roads, which were terribly cut. 
up — making bad ftill worfe— every ftep was death to 
me : fo that with the lofs of blood, and the want of 
care-taking of me, and a fever I felt coming on beiides 
•—(Poor foul! faid my uncle Tohy) all together, an't; 
pleafe your honour, was more than I coald fuftain* 

I was telling my fufierings to a young woman at 
a peafant's houfe^ where our cart^ which was the laft 

of 
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("the line, hnd habed; ihey had helped me in, and 
onian had tikea a , cordial out of her 
t and dropped it upon fame fugar, and feeing 
i cheer'd mc, fhe had given it me a fecond and 

time. So I wai telling her, an't plcafe your ' 

, the angaiili Z was in, and was faying it wai 
■ intolerable to me, that I had macti rather lie down ' 
p the bed, tuEniog my face towards one whjcb ] 
a,ia the comer of the rooii>— and die, than go oa ' 
, upon her attempting to lead me to it, J 
t away in her anna. She wu a good foul! as 
r tiDnflur, {aid the Corpoial, wiping hit eyei, 

jught /ira« had been a joyous thing, quoth my > 

s the moftferioos thing, an't pleafe your honour^.. 

Sttimes) that is in the world. 

fc(By the pcrfuafion of the young woman, continuc4 , 

B Corporal, ilic cart with the wounded men fct off 

ftie had affured them I fhould expire 

lately if I wai pot into the cart. So when I 

1 to myfelf — I found myfdf in a Hill, (juiet cot- 

i, with no one but the young woman, and the pea. 

tt and' his wife. I was laid acrilfs the bed in the 

Kt of the room, with my wounded leg upon the 

, and tlic young woDian befide me, holding the 

comer of her handkerchief dipp'd in vinegar to my 

'- Boib with, one hand, and rubbing my temples with the , 

Other. ; 

'■^I took her at fitfl: for the daughter of ihcpeafant; 
E 4 (for 
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(for it was no ihn}— fo had ofBcred^hera little ptrrfe 
with eighteen florins, which my poor brother Tarn 
(hereTVufi wip'd his eyesj had fcnt me as a token^ by 
a recruit, juft before he fct out for Lifieu. 

The young woman called the old man and his wife 
into the room, to fhow them the money, in order to 
gain me credit for a bed, and what little necefTasies I 
fhould want, 'till I (hould be in a condition to be got 
to the hofpital— -Come then !• faid (he, tying up the 
little purfe^ — ^I'll be your banker — but as that office 
alone will not keep me employed, I'U be your nurfc 

too. 
I thought by her manner of fpeaking this^ as well 

as by her dreis, which I then began to coniider more 

attentively — that the young woman could not be the 

daughter of the peafant. She was in black down to 

lier toes, with her hair concealed under a cambric bor« 

der, laid clofe to her forehead : (he was one of thofe 

kind of Nuns, an^ pleafe your honour, of which 

your honour knows there are a great many in FUtnitrst. 

which they let loofe. — By the defcription, TVww, iaid 

my uncle ToAy, I dare fay (he was a young Btgume^ of 

which there ^are none to be foqnd any where but in the 

Sfanijh Nf/herIaftds»-exQtft at Jm^erdapH-Acy difer 

from Nutf)^ in this;, that they can quit their cloifter if 

they choofc to marry : they vifit an.d take care of the 

fick by profeffioi3L — I had rather* for my own part, they 

did it out of good^nature. 

The young Beguine, continued the Corpor?!, had 

fcarce given berfelf tin^e to tell oie «« fhe t^ouJd b» 



n^ nurle»" when the haftily turned aBout to begin At 
office of one, and prepare fomething for me— and in ai 
fhort time — though I thought it a long one^-fhe came 
liack with flannds, &c» &c» and having fomented my 
knee fonndly for a couple of hours, and made me a 
thin bafoh of gruel for my fupper— (he wilhed me 
left, and promifeii to be with me early in t&e mom'» 
in g - She wifh^ me, an't pleafe yont hoaoiir^ 

what was not to be had* Mf farer ran vtry high that 
night— to figure made fad difturbsncft. within m e ■* 
I was' every moment cutting the worlds ii^ two-^ta 
give her half of it*— and every monnent Was I crymfif 
that I had nothing but a knap-fack and eighteen florint 
to (hare with her — ^The whole night long was the faiv 
Beguine, like an angel, clofe by my bed-fide, holding 
back my curtain and ofiering me cordials — and I wad. 
only awakened from my dream by her coming there 
at the hour promifed, and giving them in reality,. Ia 
trudi ihe was fcarce ever from me; and fo accuftomcstt 
was I to receive life from her hands,, that my heart 
fickened, and I loft colour when fhe left the room, 
■ ■ love, an't f^esfe your honour, is cxadly like waf 
in this; that a foldier, though he has escaped three 
weeks complete o'Saturday night — may neverthelefs 

be ihot through Us. heart on Sunday morning It 

happened b here, an't plea(e your honour, with thi& 
diB^rence only — ^that it wsp on Sunday,, in the after* 
Boon, when I felt in love aU at once with a fiilerara— «^ 
itbuxft upon me, an't pleafe your honour, like a bomb 
•— fcaicc giving mc time to fey •• God blefs me.'* 
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I thought, 7r//w, faid my uncle Toby, a man never' 
fell in love fo very fuddenly. 

Yes, an't pleafe. your honour, if he is in the way of 
it — ^replied Trim. 

I prithee, quoth my uncle Tohjy inform me how this 
matter happened. 

— ^With all pleafure, faid the Corporal, making t 
bow. I had efcaped, continued the Corporal, all 
that time from falHng in love, and had gone on^ to 
the end of the chapter, had it not been predeftined 

otherwife there is no refifting our fate. It was on 

« Sunday, in the afternoon, as I told your honour. 
The old man and his wife had walked out — Every 
thing was ftill and hulh as midnight about the 
houfe. 

There was not fo much as a duck or a duckling 
about the yard ; when the fair Beguine came to fee 
me. 

My wound was then in a fair way of doing ^^— 
the 'inflammation had been gone oif fbr fome time; 
but it was fucceedcd with an itching both above and 
below my knee, fo infufierabfc, that I had not fhut 
my eyes the whole night for it/ Let me fee it, faid 
flie, kneeling down upon the ground' parallel to my 
knee, and laying her hand /upon the pirt below it- 
it only wants rubbing a little, faid the Beguine ; fo co- 
vering it with the bed-clotjies, (he began with the fore- 
finger of her right hand to rub under my knee, guiding 
der fore-finger backwards and forwards by the edge of 

* 

the flannel which kept on the dieffihg. 

In 



. In- five :or £x minutes I ifelt flightly the end of her 
f^nd finger — ^and prefently it was laid fiat with the^ 
Other ; and (he continued rubbing in that way round 
and round for a good while : it then came into ray 

head that 1 ihould fall in love ^I blufhed when I faw 

how white a hand (he had -I (hall never, an*t plea(e 

your honour, behold another hand fo white whiKil 
livcr 
The. young Beguine, continued the Corporal, per-^ 

' dbixing it was of great fervice to me from rubbing, 

for fomc time, with two fingers — proceeded to rub at 
length with three — ^till by little and little (he broughf 

down the. fourth, and then rubbed with her whole 

• ... 

hand : I will never fay another word, an't plea(e 
your honour, upon hands again — but it was fofter thai) 
fatin. 

Prithee, Trintj commend it as much as thou wilt, 
faid my uncle Toby ; I (hall hear thy (lory with the 
more delight — The Corporal thanked his mafter mofl: 
fcnfeignedly ; but having nothing to fay upon the Be- 
' gtti/te*s hand but the fame thing over again — ^he proceed- 
<rd to the effcfts of it. 

The fair Beguine faid the Corporal, continued rub-" 

bing with. her whole hand under my knee till I 

feared her zeal would weary her. — *' I would do a 
thoufand times more," faid (he, " for the love of 
Chrift." As (he continued rubbing — I felt it fpread 
from under her hand, an't pleafe your honour, to every 
part of my frame.—— 

E 6 The 



Tlie mdre (he rubbed, aui die tongef Stokes (be 
took— the more the fire kindled in my vans— dU aft 
length, by two oi three ftrokes longer than the reft— - 
my paffion rofe to the higheft pitch — ^I feizcd her 

hand and then thon clapped*ft it to thy fip»> Tfm^ 

faid my uncle Tohj — ^and madeft a fpecch. 

Whether the Corporal's amour terminated pitcifcTy 
in the way my uncle Toly defcribed it, is not material | 
it is enough that it contained in it die eifenee of all die 
love romances which ever have been wrote ,fince the be- 
l^nning of the worlds 

7. SHANDT, tOL. IT» CHAP. 43^ 



Tmi hobby-horse 

NAY, if you come to that. Sir, have not the 
wifeft of men in all ages, not excepdng folomoti 
himfelf, — ^have they not had their Hobbt-Ho&ses ;— » 
their running horfesy— their coins and their cockle* 
ihells, their drums and their trumpets, their fiddles^ 
their pallets,— —their maggots and their butterflies? 
and fo long as a man rides his Hobby-Ho&ss peace* 
ably and quietly along the king's highway, and nd- 
ther compels you or me to get up behind Hm^^ny 
Sir^ what have either you or I to do with it ? 
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Degujlihtt mn efi di/putandum I'-^-'^-^Sbst n, tiiere t# 
no difputing againft HoBBY-HoftSE&; and for mjr 
parts I feidom do; nor could I with any fort of 
grace^ had I been 7^ enemy to them at the bottom : 
for happening at cert^n intervals and changes of 
the moon, to be both fiddkr and painter^ according as 
the fly ftings ; ■ be it known to you, that I keep a 
couple of pads myfelf> upon which, in their turns^ 
(nor do I care who knows it) I frequently ride out 
and take the air ;-— though (bmetimes,. to my (hame be 
it fpoken, I take fomewhat longer joumies than what 
a wiie man would think altogether right. — But the ' 
truth i8> — I am not a wife man ; — and beiides, am a 
mortal of fo little confequence in the world, it is not 
much matter what I do: fo I feldom fret or fume at 
all about it : nor does it much didurb my red, when 
I fee fuch great Loids and tail perfonages as hereafter 
follow ; — fuch, for inftance, as my Lord A, B, C, T>, 
E, F, G, H, I, K, L, M, N, O, P, Q, and fo on, all 
of a fow, mounted upon their feveral hoHes ; — fome 
with large ftirmps, getting on in a more grave and 
Ibber pace ;— others, on the contrary, tucked up ta 
riieir veiy chins, with whips acrofs their mouths> 
fcouriag and icampering it away like ip many little 
party-coloured devils aftride a mortgage, — and as if 

Ibme of them were refohed to break their necks.* . 

So much the better — (ay I to myfelf ; for in cafe the 
worft ihould happen, the world may mrftc a (hift to do 
excellently well without them ; and for the reft,—-* 
why-— ^od fpoed the m ■ ■■ c!cn let them ride om 
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iip^itkont oppofition from me ; for were their Lordfliips 
unhorfed this very night — 'tis ten to one but that many; 
dF them would be worfe mounted by one haflf before, 
to-morrow morning. 

-Not one of thefe inflances therefore can be faid to 
break in upon my 'reft. But there is an inftance, 
which I own puts me off my guard, and that is, whei 
I fee one born for great adtions, and what is dill 
more for his honour, whofe nature ever inclines him 
to good ones ; when I behold fuch a one, my Lord, 
Jike yourfelf, whofe principles and condudl are at 
generous and noble as his blood, and whom, for 
that reafoq, a corrupt world cannot fpare one mo- 
pent ;— when I fee fuch a one, my Lord, mounted, 
though it is but for a minute beyond the time which 
my love to my country has prefcribed to him, and my 
ze4 for his glory wiihes, — ^then, my Lord, I ceafe to 
mtik, philofopher, and in the firft tranfport of an honeft 
impatience, I wifh the Hobby-Horse, with all his 
fraternity, at the Devil. 
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MARIA. 

THEY were the fwceteft notes I ever heard; 
and I inftantly let down the fore-glafs t*« 
hear them more diftindly — ^'Tis Marian faid the poftil- 
lion, obfcrving I was liilening Poor Mar/Vj. conti- 
nued he, (leaning his body on one fide to let me fee 
lier, for he was in a line betwixt us,) is fitting upon a 
bank, playing her vefpcrs upon her pipe, with her litdc 
goat befide her. 

The young fellow uttered this with an accent and 
a look fo pcrfedly in tune to a feeling heart, that I 
inftantly made a vow, I would give him a four-and« 
twenty fous piece, when I got to Moulitus* < ^■ 

And who is poor Maria? faid I> 

The love and pity of all the villages around usi 
faid the poffillion — it is but three years ago, that the 
fun did not fhine upon fo fair, fo quick-witted and 
amiable a maid; and better fate. did Maria deferve; 
than to have her banns forbid by the intrigues of the 
curate of the parifli, who publifhed them 

He was going on, when Maria, who had made -a 
(hort paufe, put the pipe to her mouth, and began the 
air again; — they were the fame notes ; — yet were te^ 
times fweeter: it is the evening fervice to the Virgin, 
faid the young- man — ^but whp has taught her to play 
i t ■ or how (he came by her pipe, no one knows » 
~ we think that Heaven has aMed her in both ; for 
• --^^ . ever 
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erer fiiioe ttit has been onfettled in her mind, it (eems 
her only confolarion— — (he has never once had the 
pipe out of her hand, but plays that /ervke upon it al* 
mod night and day. 

The poftiUion delivered this with fo much difcre* 
tion and natural eloquence, that I could not help de- 
Cyphering fomething in his face above his condition, 
and (hould have fifted out his hiftoxy, had not poor 
Maria % taken fuch full pofleflion of me. 

We had got up by this time almoft to the bank 
where Maria was fitting; (he was in a thin white 
jacket, with her hair, all but two trefles, drawn up 
into a iilk net, with a few olive leaves twifted a lit- 
tle fantaftically on one fide— (he was beautiful ; and 
if ever I fdt the full force of an honeft heart-ache, 
it was the moment I faw her. 

God help her! poor damiel! above a 
hundred mafles, faid the poftillibn, have been.faid in 
the feveral parifh churches and convents around for 
bef;— but without ef{e^; we have ftill hopes, as (he 
is feniible for (hort intervals, that the Virgin will at 
hft reftore her to herfelf ; but her parents, who know 
her beft, are hopelefs upOA thitfcorr, and diinkhet 
lenfes are loft for ever. 

As the poftillion fpoke this, Maria made a cadence 
lb melancholy* fo tender and querulous, that I fprang 
cut of the chaiie to help Ker, and found myfeU* fitting 
betwixt her'and her goal bcfoie I lelqplcd from my 
€Bthiifiafin» 



< «9 ) 

Maria looked wiftfuUy for fome time at n)e> zsA 
then at her goat-^— and then at me — and then at her 
goat again, and fo on, alternatel y 

— Well, Maria, faid I foftly — what refemblasce im 
you find ? 

I do entreat the candid reader ^o believe me, that 
it was from the humblefl conviflion of what a heafi 
man is, — ^that I aiked the queflion ; and that I would 
not hare let fallen an unfeafonabk pleafantry in the 
venerable prefence of Mifery, to be entitled to all 
the wit that ever Rabelais fcattered — and yet I own 
my heart fmote me, and that I fo fmarted at the very 
idea of it, that I fwore I would fet up fpx Wifdom^ 

and utter grave fentences the reft of my days and 

never — never attempt again to commit mirth with 
man, womany or child, the longeft day I had to live* 

As for writing nonfenfe to them — ^I believe, thera 
was a reierve — but that I leave to the world; 

Adieu, M«f^ /—<adieu, poor haplefs damfel ! ftme 
lime, bat not now^ I may hear thy forrows from thy 
own lips— but I was deceived ; for that moment (he 
took her pipe, and told me fuch a tale of woe with it, 
that I rofe up, and with broken and irregular ftepa,. 
waik'd foftly to vaj chaife. 

T. SHANDY, VOL. IV. C. Sj,. 
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MOULINES. 

I NEVER felt what the diftrcfs of plenty was in 
any one fhape till now to travel it through the • 

Bourhontwis, the fweeteft part of France in the hey-- 
day of the vintage, when Nature is pouring her abun- 
dance into every one's lap, and every eye is lifted up 
a journey, through each ftep of which Mufic 
beats time to Labour » and all her children are rejoicing ; 
as they carry in their cluflcrs— — to pafs through 
this with my affeftions flying out, and kindling at every 
group before mc and every one of them was preg- 
nant with adventures. 

Juft Heaven ! ^it would fill up twenty volumes 

-and alas ! I have but a few fmall pages of this '' 
to croud it into— —and half thefe muft be taken up 
vAx\x the poor Maria my friend Mr. Si^andy met with 
TitSLT Moulines. 

The &0Ty he had told of that difordered maid af- 
fcdcdme not a little in the reading ; but when I got 
within the neighbourhood where (he livedj it retuniied*' 
fo. ftrong into my mind^ that I could not refill an im- 
pulfe which prompted me to go half a, league out of 
the road,, to the village where her parents ^welt, to. in- 
quire after her, 

*Tis going, I own, like, the Knight of the Woeful 
Countenance, in queft of melancholy adventures — — 

, • ~ • but 
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but I know not how it is, but I am -never fo perfe^y- ^ 
confcious of the exigence of a foul within me, as when 
I am entangled in them. 

The old mother came to the door ; her looks told 
me the ftory before (he opened her mouth — She had 
loft her hufband; he had died, (he faid, of anguiih 
for the lofs of Marian fenfes, about a month before— 
She had feared at firft, (he added, that it would have 
plundered her poor girl of what little underilanding 
was left — ^bat, on the contrary, it had brought her 
more to herfelf — ftill (he could not reft— «her poor 
daughter, (he faid, crying, was wandering fomewhere 
about the road— 

—Why does my pulfe beat languid as I write this ? 
and what made La Fleur, whofe hpart feemed only 
to be tuned to joy, to pafs the back of his hand 
twice acrofs his eyes, as the woman ftood and told it ? 
I beckoned, to the poftillion to turn back into the 
road— 

When we had got within half a league of MouUnes^ 
at a little opening of the road leading to a thicket, I - 
difcovered poor Maria fitting under a poplar— — (he . 
was 'fitting with her elbow in her lap, and her head 
leaning on one fide within her hand; — ^a fmall brook 
ran at the foot of die tree. 

I bid the poftillion go on with the chaife toMouUnes, 
and La FUitr to.befpeak my fupper— -and that I- would' 
walk after him. - • 

She was drefifed in white, and ma^h as my firiendr 
4efcribed her, ea^cqit that her haiilmng loofi; wbiqt| 
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Wore was twiftcd within a filk net.-*^c had, fuper^' 
aidded likewifc to her jacket, a palc-grecn riband, 
which fell acrofs her fhoulder to the waift ; at the end 
of which hung her pipe. — Her' goat had been as faith- 
lefs as her lover ; and (he had got a little dog in lieu 
of him, which (he had kept tied by a firing to her gir- 
dle : as I looked at her dog, (he drew him towards her 
with the firing — *' Thou (halt not leave me, Sylvio,** 
faid (he. I looked in Maria'% eyes, and (aw ihc was 
thinking more of her father than of her lover or her 
little goat; for, as (he uttered them, the tears trickled 
down her cheeks. 

I fat down clofe by her ; and Maria let me wipe 
them away, as they fcli, with my handkerchief. — ^I 
then (leep*d it in my own; — and then in her's — and 
theai in mine— and-then I wiped her's again — and as I 
did it, I felt fuch undefcribable emotions within me, as 
I am fure could not be accounted for from any combi- 
nations of matter and motion. 

- I am pofitive I have a foul ; nor can all the books 
with which materialifts have peftered the world ever 
convince me to the contrary. 

When Maria had come a little to herfelf, I alked 
her if fhe remembered a pale, thin perfon of a man 
\vho had fat down betwixt her and her goat about 
two years before ? She faid, (he was unsettled much, 
at that time, but remembered it upon two accounts— -^ 
that, ill as fhe was, (he few the perfon pitied her; 
and next, that her goat had flolen his handkerchief, 
and (he had beat him for the theft-rihe had wafhed 
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it, the (kid^ in the brook, and Ixpt it ever fince in hef 
' pocket, to reftore it to him in caf^lhe (hould ever fee 
him again, which, (he added, he had half promifed her* 
As (he told me this, (he took the handkerchief out of 
her pocket to let me fee it ; (he had folded it up 
neatly in a couple of vine leaves, tied round with a 
tendril-*-^-on opening it, I faw an S marked in one of 
ihe comers* 

She had (ince that, (he told me, ftra}Td as fir as 
Rome, and walk!d round St. Peters once— and returned 
back — that (he found her way alone acrofs the Apfen^ 
«i«rx— had travelled over all Lomhardy without money 
-«— and ihrottgh the ilintj roads of Setiyyy without (hoes 
»-how [(he had borne it, and how (he had got fupport* 

cd, (he could not tell ^but Ood tempers the nnbidy faid 

Maria, TO THE shorn lamb. 

Shorn indeed! and to the quick, faid I; and wafl: 
thoa in my own land, where I have a cottage, I would 
take thee to it, and (belter thee : thou fhouldll eat of 
my own bread, and drink of my own cup^—I would be 
kind to thy Syhvh^ in all thy weaknelTes and wan- 
derings I would feek after thee, and bring thee back*-^ 
whfn the fun went down, I would fay mv prayers; and 
when I had done, thou (houldft play thy evening (bng 
upon thy pipe, nor would the incenfe of my facrifice be 
worfc accepted for entering heaven along with that of 
a broken heart. 

Nature melted within me, as I uttered this ; and 
Aftfr/a obfcrving, as I took out my handkvjrchict Szt 
it was fleep'd too much already to be of ufe, would 

needs 
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: needs go wafh it in theftream— and where will yo« diy 
. it, Maria F faid I-^I will dry it in my bofonij faid ihe 
. .—'twill do me good. 

And is your heart dill fo warm, Maria f faid I. 

I touch'd upon the ftring on which hung all het 

forrows — (he looked with wiftful diforder for feme 

. time in my face ; and then, without faying any thing,. 

took her pipe and play'd her fervice to the Virgin— 

The firing I had touch'd ccafed to vibrate-^in a mo- 

. ment or two Maria returned to herfelf-— kt her pipe 

. fall— and rofe up. 

And where are you going, Maria f faid L«T^he 

i faid, to MouUnes.'-'^^i us go, faid I, together.— Aftfm 

. put her arm within mine, and lengthening the ftring» 

1. to let the dog follow — in that order we entered 

Moulines. 

Though I hate falutations and greetings in the mar- 

. ket-place, yet when we got into the middle of this, I 

ftopp*d to take my laft look and laft farewell of Maria* 

Maria, though not tall, was neverthelefs of the firft 

- order of fine forms — afHiftion had touch'd her looks 

. with fomething that was fcarce earthly— ftill (he wai 

. feminine-^and fo much was there about her of all that 

the heart wifhes, or the eye looks for in woman, that 

could the traces be ever worn out of her brain, and 

thofe of Elizas out of mine, (he fhould not only eat ofmf 

bread and drink of my vwn cup, but Maria fhould lie in 

. my bofom, and be unto me as a daughter. 

Adieu, poor lucklefs maiden ! i mbibe the oil and 
wine which the compai&on of a ftranger« as he jonrue/' 

the 
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^ on his way, now pours into thy wounds.— The Bt* 
^ ing who has twice bruifed thee can only bind them p 
for ever* 

SENT* J0T7RN£T> r AGE 217* 



THE PARSON'S HORSE. 

i "D E it known then, that, for about ^rt years before 

• "i*^ the date of die midwife's licence, of which you 

have had fo circumftantial an account, — ^the parfon we 

: have to do with had made himfelf a country-talk by a 

'. breach of all decorum, which he had committed againft 

■ himfelf, his ftation, and his ofHce ; and that was in ne« 

. ver appearing better, or otherwife mounted, than upon 

. a lean, forry, jackafs of a horfe, value about one pound 

fifteen (hillings ; who, to (horten all defcription of him, 

was full brother to Rofinante, as far as fimilitude conge- 

< nial could make him; for he anfwered his defcription 

. to a,hair-breadth in every thing,— -except that I do not 

•. remember ^tis any where faid, that Rojinante was broken 

• winded ; and that, moreover, Rojinante ^ as is the hap- 

pinefs of moft Spauijh horfes, fat or lean,— was un- 

< doubtedly a horfe at all points. 

I knojv very well that the Hero's horfe was a horfe 
.. ^f chaftc deportment, which may have given groands 

for 
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for the coiitrarjr opinion : But h is as certain at tht 
time, that Rofinanteh continency (as may be do 
ftl^ted from the adventure of the Yanguefiak can 
proceeded from no bodily defed or cauie whatfii 
but from the temperance and orderly current o 
Mood. — And let me td! yoa> Madam, there is a \ 
deal of very good chaftity in the world, in behs 
which yon could not fay more for your life. 

Let that be as it may, as my purpofe is to do < 
juftice to every creature brought upon die ftage oi 
dramatic work,— -I could not ftifle this diftindic 
favoor of Don ^xote*% horie; — ^in all other poina 
paribn't hoHc, I {By^ was yA fiich anodiery— for he 
as iean» and at lank* and as forry a jade, as H\ 
1.1 TT hcrfelf could have beftrode. 

In the eftimation of here and there a man of i 
judgment, it was greatly in the parfon's power to 
helped the figure of this horfe of hisi— -ibr he 
snafter of a very handfome demi-peak'd faddle, qu 
cn the feat with green pldh, gamifhed with a dc 



fow of filver headed finds, and a noble pair of (hi 
brafs fHrrups, with a honfing altogether fuitabk 
grey faperfine cloth, with an edging of black 
termihating in a* deep, black,, filk. fringe, fotidrt 
»— all which he had purchafed in the pride and p 
of his life, together with a grand embo^ed bridlcj 

aamented at all points as it (hould be. But 

caring to banter his bead, he had hung all thefi 
behind his ftudy door: — and, in lieu of them,' 
leriouily befitted him with juft fuch a bridle and 
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itTaddle* as the figure and valae of fuch a fteed might 
well and -truly dcfcrve. 

In the fereral fallies ahoat his parifh» and in the 
neighbouring vifits io the gentry, ivho lived around 
hini> — -you will eafily comprehend, that the parfon^ 
fo appointed, would both hear and fee enough to keep 
his pliilofophy from rutting. To fpeak the truth, he 
never could enter a village, but he caught the atten- 
tion of both old and young. Labour flood ftill aa 

he paffed ^the bucket hung fufpended in the mid- 
dle of the well, the fpinning wheel forgot ita 

round, even chuck-farthing and ftiuffle-cap them« 

felves flood gaping till he had got out of fight; and 
as his movement was not of the quickefl, he had ge- 
nerally time enough upon his hands to make his ob- 
fervations, — ^to hear the groans of the ferious, — and 
the laughter of the light-hearted ; — all which he bore 
with excellent tranquillity. — His charafler was, — ^he 
loved a jeft in his heart — and as he faw himfelf in the 
true point of ridicule, he would fay, he could not be 
angry with others for feeing him in a light, in which 
he fo flrongly faw himfelf. So that to- his friends* 
who knew his. foible was not the love of money, and 
who therefore made the lefs fcruple in bantering the 
extravagance of his humour,— inllead of giving the 
true caufe, — ^he chofe rather to join in the laugh againfb 
himfelf; and as he never carried once fingle ounce of 
flefh upon his own bones, being altogether as fpans a 
figure as his bead, — ^he would fometimes infift upon 
it that the hoife was as good as the rider deferved; — 

? tlat 
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that they were, ccntaur-likc, — both of a piece* At 
other times, and in other moods, when his fpirits were 
above the temptation of falfe wit, — ^he would fay, he 
found himfclf going off fail in a confumption; and, 
with great gravity, would pretend, he could not bear 
the fight of a fat horfe, without a dejedlion of heart, 
and a fenfible alteration in his pulfe ; and that he had 
made choice of the lean one he rode upon, not only to 
keep himfelf in countenance, but in fpirits. 

At dificrent times he would give fifty humorous and 
iippofite rcafons for riding a medc-fpirited jade of a 
broken-winded horfe, preferably to one of mettle ;— 
for on fuch a one he could fit mechanically, and medi- 
tate as delightfully de 'vanitate mundi et /ugd/^culh a» 
with the advantage of a death's-head before him;— 
that, in all other exercitations, he could fpend his time, 
as he rode (lowly along,—- to as much account as in his 
fludy; — that he could draw up an argument in his (er- 
mon, or a hole in his breeches, as (leadily on the one as 
in the other ; — that briik trotting and flow arguments* 
tion, like wit and judgment, were two incompatible 
movements. — But that upon his deed— he could unite 
and reconcile every thing, — ^he could compofe his fcr- 

mon— he could compofe his cough, ^and, in cafe 

nature gave a call that way, he could likewife compofe 
himfelf to fleep.— -In ihort, the parfon upon fuch enc 
counters would aflign any caufe but the true caufe,— 
and he with-held the true one, only out of a nicety of 
temper, becaufe he thought it did honour to him* 

SEN- 
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EAR Senfibility ! fourcc inexhaufted of 
all that's precious in our joys, or coftljr 
in our forrows! thou chaineft thy martyr down upon 
the bed of ftraw — and 'tis thou who lifteft him up to 

Heaven eternal fountain of our feelings! — 'tit ^ 

here I trace thee— and this is thy «* di'uinity nuhkhftirs 
«* ^within me' — ^not, that in fome fad and fickening mo- 
ments, " my fauljhrinks hack upon her/elf, andftartle$ at 
•* deftruaion" — ^mere pomp of words! — ^but that I feel 
fome generous joys and generous cares beyond myfelf 

all comes from thee, great — great sensorium of 

the world! which vibrates, if a hair of our heads but 
fall upon the ground, in the rcmoteft defert of thy 
creation* — Touched with thee, Eugenius draws my cur- 
tain when I languifh hears my tale of fymptoms, 

and blames the weather for the difordcr of his nerves. 
Thou giv'ft a portion of it fometimes to the rougheft 
pea&nt who traverfes the bleakeft mountains — ^he finds 
the lacerated lamb of another's flock — ^This moment I 
beheld him kamng with his head againft his crook, 
with piteous inclination looking down upon it ! — Oh! 
had I come one moment fooncr ! — ^it bleeds to death--* 

his gentle heart bleeds with it 

Peace to thee, generous fwain ! I fee thou walkeft 
off* with anguilh — but thy joys (hall balance it— for 
happy is diy cottage — and happy is the {barer of it—- 
and happy are the lambs which fport about ymu 

SEMT,-J0U&»P.22& 
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THESUPPER. 

A SHOE coming loofe from the fore-foot of the 
-^ ^ thill-horfe, at the bcgimiing of the afcent of 
mount Tanriroj the poftiUion difmountcd, twilled 
the ihce off* and put it in his pocket : as the afcent 
was of five or fix miles, and that horfe our main de« 
pendance, I made a point of having the (hoe fattened 
on again, as well as we could ; but the poftillion had 
thrown away the nails, and the hammer in the chaife- 
box being of no great ufe without them, I fubmittcd 
to go on. 

He had not mounted half a mile higher, when 
coming to a flinty* piece of road, the poor devil loft a 
fecond (hoc, and from off his other fore-foot. I then 
got out of the chaife in good earneft; and feeing a 
houfc about a quarter of a mile to the left-hand, with a 
great deal to do, I prevailed upon the poftillion to turn 
up to it. The look of the houfe, and of every thing 
^ about it, as we drew nearer, foon reconciled me to the 
difafter. It was a little farm-rhoufe, furrounded with 
about twenty acres of vineyard, about' as much comm- 
and clofe to the houfe, on one fide, was zpotngerie of aa 
acre and an half full of every thing which could make 
plenty in a French peafant's houfc — and on the other fide 
was a little Wood which fumilhed wherewithal to drefs 
it. It was about eight in the evening when I got to the 
Jioufe--fo I left the poftillion to manage his point as 

he 
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he could — and for mine, I walked direftly into the 
houfe. 

The family confided of an old grey-headed ma« 
and his wife, with five or fix fons and fons-in-law, 
and their fevcral wi\;es, and a joyous genealogy oiit of 
them. 

They were all fitting down together to their lentil- 
fbup; a large wheaten loaf was in the middle of the 
table ; and a flagon of wine at each end of it promif- 
ed joy through the ftages of the repaft — 'twas a feall of 
love. 

The old man rofe up to meet me, and with a refped- 
ful cordiality would have me fit down at the table : my 
heart was fet down the moment I entered the room ; fo 
I fat down at once like a fon of the family ; and to in* 
vcGi myfelf in the charader as fpeedily as I could, I in- 
ftantly borrowed the old man's knife, and taking up the 
loaf, cut myfelf a hearty luncheon ; and as I did it, I 
faw a teftimony in every eye, not only of an honeft wel- 
come, but of a welcome mix*d with thanks that I had 
not feem'd to doubt it. 

Was it this ; or tell me. Nature, what elfe it wa» 
that made this morfel fo fweet — and to what magic I 
owe it, that the draught I took of their flagon was fo 
delicious with it, that they remain upon my palate to 
this hour ? 

If the fupper was to my tafte — the grace which fol-* 
lowed was much more fo. 
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THE GRACE. 

TX THEN fupper was over, the old man gave a 
"^ '^ knock upon the table with the haft^of his 
knife, to bid them prepare for the dance : the moment 
the fignal was given, the women and girls ran all toge- 
ther into the back apartment to tie up their hair — and 
the young men to tlie door to wafh their faces, and 
change their/adGts : and in three minutes cver>- foul 
was ready upon a little efplanade before the houfe to be- 
gin — The old man and his wife came out laft, and 
placing me betwixt them, fat down upon a fopha of turf 
by the door. 

The old man had fome fifty years ago been no mean 
performer upon the 'vicUe — and, at the age he was then 
of, touched it well enough for the purpofe. His wife 
fnng now and then a little to the tune — then intermit* 
ted — and joined her old man again, as their children 
and grand-children danced before them. 

It was not^ till the middle of the fecond dance, 
ivhen, for fome paufes in the movement wherein they 
all feem*d to look up, T fancied I could diftinguiih an 
elevation of fpirit different from that which is the ciofe 
or the efFcft of fimple jollity. — ^In a word, I tliought I 
beheld Religknmv/img in the dance — ^but as I had ne* 
ver feen her fo engaged, I (hould have look'd npoa it 
now as one of the illufions of an imagination which it 
eternally n^fleadin^ me^ h|4 not the old inaDj «s foon 

HI 
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as the dance ended, faid that this was their conftant 
way : and that all his life long, he made it a rule, after 
fupper was over, to call out his family to dance and re- 
joice I believing, he faid, that a cheerful and contented 
mind was the beft fort of thanks to Heaven that an illi- 
terate peafant could pay. — 
*^r a learned prelate either, faid I. 

SENT, JOURNKY* P.227. 



ILLUSION. 

QWEET pliability of man's fpirit, that can at 
*^ once furrender itfelf to illufions, which cheat 
cxpedation and forrow of their weary moments!—" 
Long — ^long fince had ye numbered out my days, had I 
not trod fo great a part of them upon this enchanted 
groand ; when my way is too rough for my feet, or too 
ftecp for my ftrength, I get off it to fome fmooth velvet 
path which fancy has fcattered over with rofe-buds of 
delight ; and having taken a few turns in it, come back 
ftrengthen'd and refrefh'd — ^When evils prefs fore upon 
me« and there is no retreat from them in the world* 

then I take a new courfe 1 leave it and as I 

have a clearer idea of the Efxfimt fields than I have of 
heavcBj I force myfelf^ like JEmas^ into them— =1 Jet 

F4 
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hivn meet the pcnfive (hade of his forfaken D/do — am! 
wifli to recognize it — I fee the injured fpirit wave her 
head, and turn off filent from the author of her mife- 
ries and difhonours — I lofe the feelings of myfelf in 
her's — and thofe afFcftions which were wont to make 
me mourn for her when I was at fchool. 

Surely this is not ^walking in a <vain Jhadonu-^^nQr iocs 
mart difquiet him/elf in vain by it — he oftener does fo 
in trufting the iffue of his commotions to reafon only 
•— I can fafely fay for myfelf, I was never able to 
conquer any one fmgle bad fenfation in my heart fo 
decifively, as by beating up as faft as I could fof fbme 
kindly and gentle fenfation to fight it upon its owii 
fround. 

• BNT, JOURNEY, P, x6j» 



LE DIMANCHE. 

T T was Sunday ; and when La Fleur came in the 
•*" morning, with my coffee and roll and batter, he 
had got himfclf fo gallantly arrayed, I fcarce kntv 
him« 

I had covenanted at Montriul to give him a nmr 
hat with a iilver button and loop, and four Ix>uls- 
d'ors pour s'tidonifery when we got to Paris; 2d the 
poor fellow^ to do him juftice, had done wondcp with 
it, . ■ . . 

Ho 



iJt fiad bought a bright, clean, good fcarlet coaf, 
And a pair of breeches of the fame — They were not af 
crown worfe, he faid, for the wearing — ^I wifh'd him 

hang'd for telling me. They bok'd fo frelh, that I 

knew the thing couM not be done, yet I would rather 
have in^fed upon my fancy^ with thinking I had 
bought them new for the fellow, than that they hact 
come out of the Rue de Fripperie. 

This is a nicety which makes not the heart fore a€ 
Farts, 

He had purchafed moreover a handfbme blue fatinc 
waiftcoat, fancifully enough embroidered — this was in- 
deed fomething the worfe for the iervice it had done^ 
but *t^'as cfean fcour'd — the gold had been touch'd upr 
und upon the whole was rather fhowy than otherwife — 
and as the blue was not violent, it fuited with the coat 
and breeches very well : he had fqueez'd out o£ the" 
money, moreover, a ne%v bag and folitaire ; and had in- 
lifted with the Frippier upon a geld pair of garters to- 
his breeches I^nees — He had purchafed muflin ruffles, 
hiefi hordeesy with four Hvres of his own money, — and a 
pair of white filk 4lo€kings for five nwre — and, to top* 
aH, nature had' given him a handfome figure, without, 
cofting him a fous. 

He entered the room thus fet off, with hfs hair dref^ 
in the firft ftyle, and with a handfome bouquet in hi*^ 
breaft — in a wotd, there was that Took of feftivity in 
every thing about himv which at once put me ih hxind* 
it was Sunday — and, by combating both together, it 
iaftamly ftjrack- me, that the- ftvour he wifti'd to: aik: 

F 5. »r 
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ne the night before, was to fpend the day as every one 
in Paris fpent it befides. I had fcarce made the con« 
jeduie, when La Fleur^vf'vk infinite humility, but with 
a look of truft, as if I fhould not refufe him, begged I 
would grant him the day, pour f aire U galaut 'vis-a-mit 
defa Mattreffe. 

Now it was the very thing I intended to do myfelf 

•vis-a-fvis Madame dc R*** 1 had retained the remife 

on purpofe for it, and it would not have mortified my 
Tanity to have had a fcrvant fo well drefs'd as Le Fleur 
was, to have got up behind it: I never could have 
worie fpared him. 

But we mud feel, not argue in thefe embarraflments 
t he fons and daughters of fervice part with Li« 
berty, but not with Nature, in their contrails; they 
are flefh and blood, and have their little vanities and 
wifhes in the midH of the houfe of bondage, as well 
as their taik-mafters— no doubt,, they have fet their 
felf-denials at a price— and their expedations are fo un-^ 
leafonable, that I would often difappoint them, but 
that their condition pots it fo much in my power to^ 
doit. 

Bebold,-^BehoU, I am thy /ervoMt^^bma me at 
once of the powers of a maften— 

Thou (halt go, LaFhrn! faid I. 

And what miftrefs. La Fleur, laid I^canft thos 

have picked up in fo little a time at Paris ^* La Fleur 
laid his hand upon his breaft, and faid 'twas a fetH» 
demoi/elle at Monfienr k Comte de B^^^^^i^^La FUmr 

haA a heart made for fodety; and, to fpeak the tndr 
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Dfhim^ let as €ew occaflons flip Mm as his mafter-^ 

fo that, fame how or other, ^but how — Heaven 

knows— he had conneded himfelf with the demoifelU 
upon the landing of the ftalr-cafe, during the time I 
was taken up with my paiTport; and as there was 
time enough for me to win the Count to my intereft*. 
La Fleur had contrived to make it do to win the 
maid to his. — The family, it feems, was to be at P^nr 
that day; and he had made a party with her, and two 
or three more of the Count's houfehold upon the 
bouIe*vards. 

Happy people ! that once a week at leaft are fure: 
to lay down all your cares together, and dance and 
fing, and fport away the weights of grievance, which, 
bow down the fpirit of other nations to the earth* 

SENT* JOURNEY, P. I90». 



THE MONK. 
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^ A POOR Monk of the order of St Francis came 
^ •*" into the room to htg fomething for his con- 
vent. No man cares to have his virtues the fport of 
contingencies— or one man may be generous as ano*- 
ther man is puiflant— ^/^i/ non quoad lanc-^'-OT be it a» 
it niay— fbt there is no regular reafoning upon the^ 



«;bbs and flows of our humours ; they rascy depcnl 
upon the fame caufes, for aught I know^ which iai' 
fluence the tides themfelves — 'twould oft be no difcredit 
to us« to fuppofe it was {o : I'm fure at leak for myfelf, 
that in many a cafe I fhouB be more highly^ fatisfied 
to have it faid by the world, " I had had an affair with 
" the moon, in which there was neither fin nor Ihame,-'' 
than have it pafs altogether as my own adl and deed, 
wherein there was fo much of both* 

— ^But be this as it may ; the moment I caff my 
eyes upon him, I was predetermined not to give him 
a fingle fbus, and accordingly I put my purfe into my 
pocket — ^button'd it up — ^fet myfelf a little more upon 
my centre, and advanced up gravely to him ; there 
was fomething, I fear, forbidding in my look : I have 
his figure this moment before my eyes, and think there 
was that in it which deferved better. 

The monk, as I judged from the break in his ton* 
fare, a few fcattered white hairs upon his tempfes 
being all that remained of it^ might be about feventy— 
but from his eyes, and that fort of fire that was in them, 
which fcemed more tempered by courtefy than years,, 
could be no more than fixty — *-Truth might lit be- 
tween He was certainly fixty-£ve ; and the general 

^r of his countenance, notwithftanding fomething feem- 
cd to have been planting wrinkles in it before theit^ime, 
agreed to the account. 

It was one of thofe heads which Gmdo fias often 
pamted — mild, pale — ^penetrating-—, free from all com- 
non-place ideas of fat contcntcdaignogance looking 
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ddwii^ards upon the earth — it look'd forwards ;' 6b* 
look'd, as if it look'd at fomething beyond this world* 
How one of his order came by it, Heaven above, who 
let it fall upon a Monk's Ihoulders, beft knows : but 
it would have fuited a Bramin, and had I met it upon 
the plains of I/tdoftan, I had reverenced it. 

The reft of his outline may be given in a few 
ftr(^Les ; one might put it into the hands of any one 
to defign, for 'hvas neither elegant or otherwife but 
as charader and expreffion made it fo : it was a thin, 
fpare form, fomething above the cc^mon fize, if it 
loft not the diftinftion by a bend forward in the figure 
—but it was the attitude of intreaty ; and as it now 
Hands prefent to my imagination, it gain'd more than* 
k loft by it» 

When he had entered the room three paces, he flood 
ftill; and laying his left hand upon his breaft, (ar 
Sender white ftafF with which he journey 'd being^ 
ia his right) — ^when I had got clofe up to him, he in- 
troduced himfelf with the little ftory of the wants of 

his convent, and the poverty of his order and did 

it with fo fimple a grace— and fuch an air of depreca.* 
tion was there in the whole caft of his look and figure 
—I was bewitched not to have been ftruck with it; 

A better reafon was, I had predetermined not to 
pve him a fingle fous. 

— 'Tis very true* faid I, replying to a caft upwards 
with his eyes, with which he had concluded his ad- 
drefs-— 'tis very true — and Heaven be their fource 
who have no oihei but the charity of the world, the 

ftock 



flock of which, I fear, is no way Efficient for die 
many great darns which arc hourly made upon it. 

As I pronounced the words great claims ^ he gave a 
flight glance with his eye downwards upon the (leeve 

of his tunic 1 felt the full forc^-of the appeal— • 

I acknowledge it, faid I, — a coarfc habit, and that but 
once in three years, with meagre diet — are no great 
matters : and the true point of pity is, as they can be- 
.cam*d in the world with fo little indudry, that your 
order fhould wifh to procure them by prefling upon 
a fund which is the property of the lame, the blind^ 
the aged, and the infirm — the captive who lies dowo' 
counting over and over again the days of his afflic* 
tions, languilhes alfo for his (hare of it ;. and had yoD: 
been of the order of mercy ^ inflead of the order of 
St. Francis, poor as I am, continued I, pointing at 
my portmanteau, fuH cheerfully (hould it have been 
opened to you, for the ranfom of the unfortunate— 
The Monk made me a bow — ^but of all others, refumed- 
I, the unfortunate of oui own country, fuiely, have 
Ae firft rights; and I have left thoufands in diftrefr 
npidn our own fhore— -The Monk gave a cordial wave 
with his head — as much as to fay. No doubt, there is^ 
mifeiy enough in every comer of the world, a* well 
as within our convent — But we diftinguilh, faid I,. 
laying my hand upon the fleeve ofhia tunic, in retam> 

for hi» appeal ^we diilinguiih, my gpod father, 

betwixt diofe who wifli only to eat the bread of their 
•wn labour-^and thofe who eat the bread of other 
people's^ and have no other plan ia life^ but to ^ 

dfiroogh 
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through it in floth and ignorance, for the lorve of 

Cod* 

The poor Francifcan made no reply ; a hedlic of a 
tnomcnt pafs'd acrofs his cheek, but could not tarry 
- Nature (eemed to have had done with her refent- 
ments in him; he ihewed none — but letting his ftaflT 
fall within his arm, he prefs'd both his hands with 
refignation upon his breail, and retired. 

My heart fmote me the moment he fhut the 

(loor Fflia! faid I, with an air of careleflhefs, 

three icveral times — ^but it would not do : every un- 
gracious fyllable I had utter'd, crouded back into my 
imagination,. I reflededl had no right over the poor 
Francijcan, but to deny him; and that the punifhment 
of that was enough to the difappointed, without the 
addition of unkind language — ^I confidered his grey 

hairs ^his courteous figure feem'd to re-enter and 

gently afk me what injury he had done me? — ^and 
why I could nfc him thus? — ^I wculd have given 

I 

twenty livres for an advocate — I have behaved very 
ill, iaid I within myfelf; but I have only juft fet out 
upon my travels ^ and ihall learn better manners as. 
Iget along. 
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THE MONK. 



npHfi good old Monk was within fix paces of us, 
as the idea of him crofs'd my mind; and was 
advancing towards us a little out of the line, as if un- 
certain whether he fhould break in upon us or no^ 
—He ftopp'd, however, as foon as he came up to us^ 
with a world of franknefs ; and having a horn fnuff- 
box in his hand, he prefented it open to me — You 
fhall tafte mine — ^faid I, pulling out my box (which 
was a fmall tortoife one) — ^putting it into his hand— 
Tis mod excellent, faid the Monk : Then do me the 
favour, I replied, to accept of the box and all, and 
when you take a pinch out of it, fometimes recoiled 
it was the peace-offering of a man who once ufed 
you unkindly, but not from his heart. 

The poor Monk blu(h'd as red as fcarlct. Man Dieu / 
faid he, prefling his hands together — ^yoa never ufed 

me unkindly. 1 Ihould think, faid the lady, he is 

not likely. I blufh'd in my turn; but from: what 
movements, I leave to the few who feel to analyffr— 
ExGufe me. Madam, replied I, — ^I treated him moft' 
unkindly; and from no provocation. 'Tis impoffibley* 
feid the lady — My Godl cried the Monk with at 
warmth of affeveration which feem'd not to bekm^ 
to him — the fault was in me, and in the indifcrctipit 
of my zeal — the lady oppofed it, and I joined witb 
lier in maintaining it was impoffible that a' ^irit fo» 

legulated as his> could give offence to any*. 

Ikacir 
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I kficw not .that contention could be rencfefeJ Co 
fweet and pleafurable a thing to the nerves as I then 
felt it. — ^We remained filent, without any fenfation 
of that foolifh pain which takes place, when in fuch' 
a circle you look for ten minutes in one another's 
faces without faying a word. Whilft this lafted, the 
Monk rubbed his horn-box upon the fleeve of his 
tunic ; and as foon as it had acquired a little air of 
brightnefs by the friftion — ^he made a low bow, and 
faid 'twas too late to fay whether it was the weakncfs 
or goodnefs of our tempers which had involved us 
in this conteft — ^but be it as it would — ^he begg'd wc 
might exchange boxes — in faying this he prefcnted 
his to me with one hand, as he took mine from me 
with the other : and having kifs'd it — ^with a itream 
of good-nature in his eyes, he put it into his boibm— « 
and took his leave. 

I guard This box as I would the inflrumental part« 
of my religion, to help my mind on to fomething bet- 
ter : in truth, I feldom go abroad without it ; and oft 
and many a time have I called up by it the courteous 
fpirit of its owner to regulate my own in the juftlings 
of the world ; they had found full employment for 
his, as I learnt from his ftory, 'till about the forty-fifth 
year of his age, when upon fomc military ftrvices 
ill ret^uited, and meeting at the fame time with a difap- 
pointnttnt in the tendereft of paflions, he abandoned th* 
fword and the fex togetlier, and took fan^uary^^ not fo 
much in his convent as in himielf. 

lied 
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I feel- a damp upon my fpirifs^ as I am going to add, 
that in my lad return through Calais^ upon inquiring 
after Father Lorenzo, I heard he had been dead near three 
months^ and was buried, not in his convent, but accord- 
ing to his defire, in a little cemetery belonging to it, 
about two leagues off: I had a flrong deiiie to fee where' 
they had laid him— when upon pulling oat his little 
horn-box, as I fat by his grave, and plucking up a netde 
or two at the head of it, which had no bufinefs to grow 
there, they all ftruck together fo forcibly upon my af- 
fedions, that I burft into a flood of tears—but I am at 
weak as a woman ; and I beg the world not to finil^ 
but pity me. 

8ENT. JOVRNETj P* 34« ' 



FELLOW-FEELING* 

THERE is fomething in our nature which en- 
gages us to take part in every accident to 
which man is fubje^, from what caufe foever it may 
have happened ; but in fuch calamities as a man has 
fallen into through mere misfortune, to be charged 
upon no fault or indifcretion of himfelf, there is fome« 
thing then fo . truly interelUng, that at the firft fight 
we generally make them our own, not altogether from 
a reflection that they might have been or may be foj 
but oftener from a certaiiy generofity and tendemefi 
q{ nature which difpofes us for compaflion« abfiradl* 

cd 
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ed from all confiderations of fclf: fo that without any 
obfervabie aft of the will, we fuficr with the unfor- 
taiiate» and feel a weight upon our fpirits we know 
not why, on feeing the moft common inftances of 
their diftrefs. But where the fpedlacle is uncom- 
monly tragical^ and complicated with many qircum- 
fiances of mifery, the mind is then taken captive at 
once, and ivere it inclined to it, has no power to make 
rcfiftancc, but furrenders itfelf to all the tender emo- 
tions of pity and- deep concern. So that when one 
coniiders this friendly part of nature, without looking 
farther, one would think it impoffible for man to look 
upon mifeiy without finding himfelf in fome meafure 
attached to the intereft of him who fuffers it — I fay 
one would think it impoffible — for there are fome 
tempers — ^how (hall I defcribe them? — formed either 
of fuch impenetrable matter, or wrought up by habi- 
tual felfiihnefs-to fuch an utter infenfibility of what 
becomes of the fortunes of their fellow-creatures, as 
if they were not partakers of the fame nature, or had 
mo lot or connexion with the fpecies, 

SERMON III. F. 4}. 



THE MERCIFUL MAN. 

T POK into the world ^how often do you l)e* 

•L^ hold a fordid wretchi-.^ — whofe ftrait heart is 
open to no man's afflidion, taking (belter behind an 
appearance of piety, and putting on the garb of reli- 
gion^ 
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gibn> which none but the merciful and companionate 
have a title to wear ! Take notice with what fandlity 
he goes to the end of his days, in the fame felfifh track 
in which he at firft fet out — turning neither to the 
right-hand nor the left — ^but plods on— pores all hit 
life long upon the ground, as if afraid to look up, 
l6fl peradventure he ihould fee aught .which might 
turn him one moment out of that ftrait line where 
intereft is carrying him ; or if, by chance, he ftum- 
bles upon a haplefs objed of 'diftrcfs, which threaten! 
fuch a difafler to him — denjoutlj pafling by on the othci 
fide, as if unwilling to truft himfelf to the impreffions of 
nature, or hazard the inconveniences which pity might 
lead him into upon the occafion* 

8E&MON III. P. 46*. 



PITY. 

IN benevolent natures, the impuHe to pitjT M (b 
fudden, that, like indruments of mufic, which 
obey the touch— the objeds which are fitted to excite 
fuch imprefiions, work fo inllantaneous an effed, 
that you would think the will was fcarce concerned, 
and that the mind was altogether pailive in the fym" 
pathy which her own goodnefs has excited. The 
truth is — the foul is generally in fuch cafes fo bufily 
taken up and wholly engroffed by the objeft of pity, 
that ihe does not attend to her own operations, 
or take leilure to examine the principles upon wbiclt 
ike at^. 

SE8.MON III. r. ^U 
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SLANDER. 

/^F the many revengeful, covetous, falfe, and ill- 
natured perfons which we complain of in the 
world, though we all join in the cry againft them, 
what man amongft as fmgles out himfelf as a crimi- 
nal, or ever once,^ takes it into hie head that he adds 
to the number ? — jr where is there a man fo bad, who 
would not think it the hardeft and moft unfair impu- 
tation, to have any of thofe particular vices laid to his 
charge ? 

If he has the fymptoms ever fo ftrong upon him, 
which he would pronounce infallible in another, 
they are indications of no fuch malady in hinifclf-^ 
he fees what no one elfe fees, fome fee ret and flattering 
circumflances in his favour, which no doubt make a 
wide di&rence betwixt his cafe, and the parties which 
he condenms. 

What other man fpeaks fo often and fo vehemently 
againft the vice of pride, fcts the weaknefs of it in a 
more odious light, or is more hurt with it in another, 
than the proud man him 'elf ? It is the fame with the 
paflionatc, the deiigning, the ambitious, and fome 
other common charafters' in life ; and being a con- 
fequence [of the nature of fuch vices, and almoft in- 
fqparable from them, the effcfts of it are generally fo 
. grofs and abfurd, that where pity does not forbid, it 
jt pkafant to obfcrve and trace the eheat through the 

feveral 
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fcvetal turnings and windings of the heart, and 
te6l it through all the (hapes and appearances whic 
puts on. 

SERMON IV. p* 



HOUSE OF MOURNING, 

LET us go into the houfe of mourning, mad 
by fuch afflidions as have been brought 
merely by the common crofs accidents and difai 
to which our condition is expofed, — where, perh; 
the aged parents fit broken-hearted, pierced to t] 
fouls with the folly and indifcretion of a thank 

child the child of their prayers, in whom all tl 

hopes and expe^tions centered : ^perhaps a m 

afiefHng fcene a virtuous family lying pincl 

with want, where the unfortunate fupport of it, h 
ing long ftruggled with a train of misfortunes, a 
bravely fought up againft them,— is now piteou 
borne down at the laft— overwhelmed with a cr 
blow which no forecaft or frugality could have p 
vented. — O God ! look upon his afflictions — ^Belx 
him diftradled with many forrows, furrounded w: 
the tender pledges of his love, and the partner 
his cares-^-without bread to give them, unable, fn 
the remembrance of better days, to dig;— -to be 
afliamed» 
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- When we. enter into the houfe of mourning fuch 

as this — ^it is impoflibie to infult the unfortunate even 

widi an improper look — ^Under whatever levity and 

diffipation of heart, fuch objeds catch our eyes,— « 

Aey catch likewife our attentions, collet and call 

t home our fcattered thoughts, and exercife them with 

^ wifdom. A tranfient fcene of diftrefs, fuch as is 

here fketched, how foon does it fumifh materials to 

fet the mind at work! how meceflarily d^es it engage 

I it to the confideration of the miferies and misfortunes, 

X the dangers and calamities to which the life of man 

^ u fubjed ! By holding up fuch a glafs before it, it 

j forces the mind to fee and refled upon the vanity— 

^t the perilhing condition, and uncertain tenure of 

^ every thing in this world. From refleftions of this 

'g^ knops caft, how infenfibly do the thoughts carry us 

g^ farther! — and from confidering what we are — ^what 

cc. kind of world we live in, and what evils befal us 

j^ in it, how naturally do they fet us to look forwards 

2^. at what poffibly we ihall be, for what kind of 

world we are intended ^what evils may befal us 

diere*— — and what provifion we fhould make againft 
diem here, whilft we have time and opportunity! 
If thefe leifons are fo inieparable from the houfe of 
aouming here fuppofed-^we ihaU find it a ftill more 
iaftnidiye fchool of wifdom when we take a view of 
Ae place in that more affeding light in which the 
wife man ieems to confine it in the text ; in which » 
tjr die houfe of monming, I believe he means that 
prticolar fccse of forxowj where there is lamenta- 
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lion and mourning for the dead. IVim hither* I 
bdeech yoo, for a nooment. Behold a dead maa 
ready to be carried out, the only fon of hit mother, 
and (he a widow ! Perhaps a more afiefUng fpe^bu:le« 
a kind and indulgent father of a numerous family* lies 
breathlefs — ^fnatched away in the ftrength of his age — 
torn in an evil hour from his -children and the boibm 
of a dirconfolate wife ! £ehold much people of the 
tity gathered together to mix their tears, with fettled 
forrow in their looks* going heavily along to the 
houfe of mourning, to perform the laft melancholy 
office, which, when the debt of nature is paid, we 
are called upon to pay each other! If this fad occa- 
don which leads him there, has not done it already* 
take notice to what a ferious and devout frame of 
mind every man is reduced, the moment he enters 
this gate of afilidion. The bufy and fluttering fpirits* 
which in the houfe of mirth were wont to tranfport 
him from one diverting objeft to another — fee how 
they are fallen ! how peaceably they are laid ! la 
this gloomy manfion full of (hades and uncomfort- 
able clamps to feize the foul — fee, the light and eaiy 
heart, which never knew what it was to think before* 
how penfive it is now, how foft* how fufceptible* 
how full of religious imprelTions, how deeply it is 
fmitten with a fenfe and with a love of virtue ! Could 
we* in this crifis, whilft the empire of reafon and re- 
ligion lafts, and the heart is thus exercifed with wif 
dom, and bufied with heavenly contemplations — could 
W£ fee it naked as it is — ^Uripped of itt paflions, un- 
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ipoHed by the worlds and regardlefs of its pleafure]!*^ 
W^ might then iafely reft our caufe upon this fingle eti- 
dence» and appeal to the moil fenfual, whether Solomon 
has not made a juft determination here> b £ivour o£ 
the houfe of mourning? not for its own fake, but 'as 
it is fruitful in virtue, and becomes the occafion of fb 
much good. Without this end, forrow, I own, has 
no uie but to (horten a man's daysa--enQr.can grAvity^ 
with all its fludied folemnity of look and carriage^ 
ferve any end: but to make one half of the world 
merry, and impofe upon the other. 

SEaM. II. r-33. 



FRAILTY. 

nPHE beft of men appear fometimcs to be ftracge 
^*^ compounds of cdntradidtory qualities : and, were 
the accidental •verfights and foUy of the wifeil manV 
*— die failings and imperjfe^Ons of a religious man,—* 
the haHy .ads and pafiionate words of a meek man i 
were they to rife up in judgment againft them,— and 
an ill-natured judge be fulFered to mark, in this man- 
ner, what has been done aihifs"— what chara6ler fo un« 
exceptionable as to be able to Hand before'himr? -" 

SERM. XXXI. P. ^l* 
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INSENSIBILITY. 

T is the fate of mankind^ too often> to feem infeDli- 
ble of what they may enjoy at the eafieft rate. 

SERM. xLii. p. 126. 



UNCERTAINTY. 

^nnilERE is no condition in life fo fixed and per- 
-*• manent as to be out of danger^ or the reach of 
change : and we all may depend upon it, that we ihall 
take our turns of wanting and defiring. By how 
many nnfbrefeen caufes may riches take wing ! — ^The 
crowns of princes may be (haken, and the greateft 
that ever awed the world have experienced what the 
turn of the wheel can do.— -That which hath happen- 
ed to one man, may befal another $ and, therefore, 
that excellent rule of our Saviour's ought to govern 
QS in an our aOionsj— >Whatfbever youwould that men 
Aoold do to yoo» do you alfo to them likewife.-— 
Time and chance happen to all ; and the moft affluent 
siay be ftript of all»and find his worldly comforts like 
ib many widiefe4 leaves drq>ping from him« 

SBRM.XLI. F. 209. 
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THE DEAD ASS. 

AND thi»> faid he, putting the remains of a craft 
into hit wallet— and this Ihoald have been thy 
portion, (aid 'he, hadft thou been alive to have ihared 
.it with me. I thought by the accent, it had been aa 
apoftrophe to his child ; but 'twas to his afs, and to 
the very afs we had feen dead on the road, which had 
occafioned La Fleur*s mifadventure. The man feem« 
ed to lament it much; and it inftantly brought int» 
my mind Sanch6*& lamentadon for his ; i>ut he did it 
with more true touches of nature. 

Tiie ^mourner was fitting on a (tone ibench at the 
4oor, with the afs's pannel and its .bridle on one fide, 
which he took up from time to time— then laid them 
4owiH— look'd at them— and fhook his head. Jtfe ' 
then took his craft of bread out of iiis wallet again, 
as if to eat it ; held it fome time in his hand— then 
laid it upon the bit of his ^afs's biidle-^lookM wift- 
fully at the little .arrangement he had made— -and then 
j;ave a figh* 

The fimplicity of his grief drew numbers about him, 
and La FUur among the reft, whilft the horfes were 
getting ready ; as I continued fitting in the poft-chaife, 
I could fee and hear over their heads. 

—He faid he had come laft from ^ain^ where he 
had been from the furtheft liorders of Frdnconia ; an<J 
had got fo far on his return home, when his afs died. 
Every one feem'd defirous to know what bufmcfi 

G 2 could 
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could have taken fo old and poor a man fo far a joor « 
sey from his own home. 

' It had pleafed Heaven, he faid, p blefs him with 
tiiree Tons* the fineft lads in all Germany ; bat having 
in one week loil two of them by the fmall-pox* and 
the yonngeft falling ill of the fame diAemper, he was 
afraid of being bereft of them all ; and made a vow» 
if Heaven would not take him from hioi-alfo^ he would 
go in gratitude to St. Jago^ in Spain, 

When the mourner got thus far on his .ftory, he 
fiopp'd to pay nature her tribute— -and wept bitterly. 

He faid Heaven had accepted the conditions^ and 
that he had fet out frbm his cottage, with this poor 
creature, who had been a patient partner of his jour- 
ney—that it had eat the fame bread with him all the 
way, and was cmto him as a friend. 

&very body who flood about, heard the poor fellow 

« 

with concern— Za t Uur offered him money— -the 
mourner faid he did not want it— it was not the value 
t>f the afs—bttt the lofs of. him.— The afs, he faid, 
he was affured, loved him-— and upon th^s, told them 
a long flory of a mifchance upon their paiTage over 
the Pjrtntan mountains, which had feparated them 
from each other three days : during which time the afs 
had fought him as much as he hiad fought the afs, and 
they had neither fcarce eat or drank till they^met. 

Thou haft one ccmfort, friend, faid I, at leaft in 
the lofs of thy | oor beaft ; Pm fare thou haft been a 
merciful mafter to him.— Alas ! faid the mourner, I 
thought foa wuCA iie was alive— but now he ib dead, t 

think 
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think othenwfe.— I fear the weight of myfelf and-my 
afflidlions together have been too much f9r him— they 
have (hortened the poor creature's days, and I fear I 
h^ve them to anlwer for.— Shame on the world ! faid 
I to myfelf; — Did we love each other as this poor foul 
but lov'd his afs — 'twould be fomethbg. 

flENT. JOVRNBY> P. 74* 



HUMOURING IMMORAL APPETITES. 

T^HE humouring of certsun appetites, where mo- 
-*• rality is not concerned, feems to be the means by 
which the Author of nature intended to fweeten this 
journey of life,— and bear us up under the many 
/hocks and hard jofllings, which we are fure to n^eet 
with in our way. And a man might, with as much 
reafon, muffle up himfelf againfl funfhine and fair 
weather, — and at other times expofe himfelf naked to 
the inclemencies of cold and rain, as debar himfelf of 
the innocent delights of his nature, for affected referve 
and melancholy. 

It is true« on the other hand, our paflions are apt to 
grow upon us by indulgence, and become exorbtfant> 
if they are not kept under exad difcipline, that by way 
of caution and prevention, 'twere better, at certain 
times, to afiedl fome degree of needlefs referve, than 
hazard any ill cdnfequences from the other extreme. 

G 5 SBR. XXXVII. F. 13. 
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UNITY. 

T O O K into private life — ^behold how good and 
•^— ' pleafant a thing it is to live together in unity ;— 
it is ISte the precious ointment poured upon the head 
of Aaron, that run down to his fkirts ; importing that 
this balm of life is felt and enjoyed, not only by go« 
vemors of kingdoms, but is derived down to the lowefl 
rank of life, and tafted in the moft private recefTcs ; — 
all, from the king to the peafant, are /cfreihcd with 
its blefllngs, without which we can find no comfort 
in any thing this world can give.' It is this bleffing 
gives every one to fit quietly under his vine, and reap 
the fruits of his labour and indullry : — ^in one word, 
which befpeaks who is the beftower of it — ^it is that 
only which keeps up the harmony and order of the 
world, and preferves every thmg in it from ruin and 
^nfufion*. 

SERMON XLI. P. 203. 



OPPOSITION. 

^ I "^HERE arc fecret workings in human a^irs, 
"^ which over-rule all human contrivance, and 
counterplot the wifeft of our councils, in fo flrange 
and unexpeded a manner, as to cad: a damp upon 
our befl fchemes and warmefl endeavours. 

SSRUON XXXIX. p. 170. 
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Captain "Shandy's Juftification of his vwn Principles and 
Condu& in nvijhing to continue the War. 

Written to his Brother. 

"T AM not infenfible, brother Shandy^ that when a 
^ man, whofe profeffioh is arms^ wiihes^ as I have 
done, for war, — it has an ill afpeiSl to the world ;— 
anU that, howjafl and right foever his motives and 
intentions may be, — ^he (lands in an uneafy pofhire in 
vindicadng himfelf from private views in doing it. 

For this caufe, if a foldier is a prudent man, which 
he may be, without being a jot the lefs brave, he will 
be fore not to utter his wifh in the hearing of an ene« 
my; for, fay what he will, an enemy will not belie vt 
him.p— He will be cautious of doing it even to a friend, 
^eft he may fufFer in his efteem :-— But if his heart 
is overcharged, and a fecret figh for arms mufl have 
its vent, he will referve it for the ear of a brother, 
who knows his true character to the bottom, and 
what his true notions, difpofitions, and principles of 
honour are : What, I hope^ I have been in all thefe, 
brother Shandy^ would be unbecoming in me to fay : 
—-much worfe, I know, have I been than I ought,-— 
and fomething worfe, perhaps, than I think : — ^but 
fach as I am, you, my dear brother Shandy, who have 
fuck'd the fame breaHs with me, — and with whom I 
have been brought up from my cradle,^ — and from 
whofe knowledge, from the firft hours of our boyifh 
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paftimes> down to this, I have Concealed no one aAi< 
ef my life, an4 fcarce a thought in it — ^fuch as I ai 
brother^ you muft by this time know me, with all n 
vices, and with all my weakneiTea too, whether of n 
age, my temper, my paffions, or my underftanding. 

Tell me then, my dear brother Shandy, upon whi< 
of them it is, that when I condemned the peace < 
Utrecht i and grieved the war was not carried on wit 
▼igour a little longer, you ftiould think your broth< 
did it upon unworthy views ; or that in wilhing fc 
war, he ihould be bad encj^h to wiih more of h 
fellow creatures flain, — more Haves made, and mor 
families driven from their peaceful habitations, merel 
for his own pleafure : — Tell me, brother Shandy, upo 
what one deed of mine do you ground it ? 

If when I was a fchool-boy, I could not hear a drui 
beat.Lut my heart beat with it— was it my fault i Di 
I plant the propenfity there ? Did I found the alarr 
within, or Nature ? 

When Guy, Earl of JFarwkk, and Pari/mus ani 
Parifinenus, and Valentine and Or/en, and the Se*vt> 
Champions of England were handed around the fchool 
•—were they not all purohafed with my own pocke 
money? — ^Was that felfifh, brother Shandy? Whei 
we read over the fiege of 7r^, which lafted ten year 
juxd eight months,— though with fuch a train of artil- 
lery as we had at Namur, the town might have ^eei 
carried in a week — ^was I not as much concerned foi 
the Greeks and Trojans as any boy of the whole fchool I 
Had I not three ftrokes of a fenda g^ven me^ two on 

my 
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my right hand, and one on my left, for calling Heknm 
a bitch for it ? Did any o e of you fhed more tears 
for HtQor ? And when king Priam came to the camp 
to beg his body, and returned weeping back to Troy 
without it, — ^you know, brother, I could not eat xscj 
dinner. 

— ^Did that befpeak me cruel ? Or becaufe, brother 
Shatidy, my blood flew out into the camp, and my 
heart panted for war, — ^was it a proof it could not ach 
for the diftrefles of war too ? 

O brother ! 'tis one thing for a foldier to gather 
laurels, — and 'tis another to fcatter cyprefs. 

— 'Tis one thing, brother Shandy ^ for a foldier to 
hazard his own life — to leap firft down into the trench, 
where he is fure to be cut in pieces : — 'Tis one thing, 
from public fpirit and a thirft of glory, to enter the 
breach the firft man, — to ftand in th« foremoft rank, 
and march bravely on with drums and trumpets, and 
colours flying about his ears : — 'tis one thing, I fay, 
brothet Shandy y to do this ;— and 'tis another thing to 
refled on the miferies of war, — to view the defolations 
of whole countries, and coniider die intolerable fatigues 
and hardfliips which the foldier himfelf, the inftrument 
who works them, is forced (for fix -pence a- day, if he 
can get it) to undergo. 

Need I be told, dear Tfrici, as I was by you, in 
Le Fe*ure*s funeral fermon. That Jo fofi and gentle a 
ereaturit horn to hve mercy and kindnefs, as man is, <was 
notjhafed/or this ? But why ^d you not add, Torick^ 
•— ifnot byNATVRir,-^diathe ia ib by NbcbsiSitt ^ 

G 5 —Pot 
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—For what is war? what is it, T'orici, when fought MS 
ours has been, upon principles of Liberty, and upon 
principles of Honour-^-wYizx, is it, but the getting toge- 
ther of quiet and harmlcfs people, with their fwords in 
their hands, to keep the ambitious and the turbulent 
within bounds ! And Heaven is my witnefs, brother 
Shandy, that the pleafure I have taken in thefe things, 
—and that infinite delight, in particular, which has at- 
tended my fieges in my boivling-green, has rofe within 
me, and I hope in the Corporal too, from the Confci- 
oufnefs we both had, that in carrying them on, we 
were anfwering the great end of our creation. 

T. SHANDY, VOL. III. CJIAP. 75. 
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MERCY. 

Tl >Ty uncle Toby was a man patient of injuries ;— 
-*■ ^ not from want of courage, — ^wdierc JuH occa- 
fions prefented, or called it forth, — I know no man 
wider whofe arm I would (boner have taken flielter ;— 
nor did this arifc from any infenfibiBty or obtufcnefs of 
his intelleftual parts ; — he was of a peaceful, placfd 
nature, — ^no jarring element in it,r — all was mixed up 
fo kindly with him ; my uncle Toby had fcarcc a Heart 
to retaliate jipon a fly i — Go, — fays he one day at din- 
ler, to an overgrown one which had buzzed about 
his Bofe^ and tormented bixa croelly 2SI dinner time> 
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*— and which, after infinite attempts, he had caught at 
laft— as it flew by him ; — I'll not hurt thee, fays my 
uncle Tobyy rifing from his chair, and going acrofs the 
room, with the fly in his hand,— I'll not hurt a hair of 
thy head : — Go, fays he, lifting up the fafti, and open- 
ing his hand as he fpoke, to let it efcape ;— go, poor 
devils — get thee gone; why fhould I hurt thee ?-7- 
This world furcly is wide enough to hold thee and me. 

•#* This is to fcrve for parents and governors, in-» 
ftead of a whole volume upon the fubjeft. 

T. SHANDY, VOL. 1. CHAP. 37. 



INDOLENCE. 

TNCONSISTENT foul that man is !— latiguifhing 
-*" under wounds which he has the power to heal !-^ 
his whole life a contradiAion to his knowledge ! — his 
reafon, that precious gift of God to him — (inftead of 
pouring in oil) ferving but to fharpen his fenfibilities, — 
to multiply his pains, and render him more melancholy 
and uneafy under them ! — Poor unhappy creature, that 
he fhould dofo ! — are not the necefTary caufca of mi- 
fery in this Hfc enow, but he nvift add voluntary ones 
to his ftock of forrow ; — ftruggle againft evils which 
cannot be avoided, and fubmit to others, which a tenth 
part of the trouble they create him, would remove 
firom his heart for ever? 

T. SHANDY, VOL. II^^CBAP. I4. 

G 6 CON- 



( tit ) 



. C O N S O L A T I O Mr 

T3 EPORE an affiidtion is digefted^ — confolation ever 
"*^ comes too foon; — and after it is digefted — it 
comes too late : there is but a mark between thefe twO| 
as fine almoft as a hair^ for a comforter to take aim at# 

T. SHANDY, VO-L. II. CHAP. Z2* 
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THE STARLING. 

.13 ESHREW ^t/ombn pencil ! (aid I vaunt- 
"^"^ ingly — for I envy not its powers, which 
paints the evils oFlife with fo hard and deadly a co« 
Touring. The mind fits terrified at the objcfts fhe has 
magnified herfelf, and blackened ; reduce them to 
their proper fize and hue, ihe overlooks them. — *Tij 
true, faid !> correcting the propofition — the BaftilU it 
not an evil to be defpifed — but ftrip it of its towers- 
fill up tktfoffh — unbarricade the doors — call it fimply 
a confinement, and fuppofe 'tis fome tyrant of a dif- 
temper — and not of a man which holds you in it— ^e 
evil vanifhei, and you bear the other half without 
compl^nt. 

I was interrupted in the hey-day of this foliloqny, 
with a voice which I took to be of a child wiuch 
complained *' it could not get out,**— -I looked up 

and 
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ftnd down the paflage, and feeing neither man, woman^ 
nor child^ I went out without further attention. 

In my return back through the paifage, I heard the 
fame words repeated twice over ; and looking up, I 
faw it was a ftarling hung in a little cagj — «« 1 can't 
get out— I can't get out," faid the llarling. 

I flood looking at the bird : and to every perfon 
who came through the pafTage it ran .fluttering to the 
fide towards which they approached it, with the fame 
lamentation of its captivity—" I can't get out," faid 
the ftarling — God help thee! faid I, but I will let 
thee out, coft what it will ; fo I turned about the 
cage to get the door ; it was twilled and double 
twifted fo faft with wire, there was no getting it open, 
without pulling it to pieces — ^I took both hands to it. 

The bird flew to the place where I was attempting 
lus deliverance, and thrufting his head through the 
trellis, preflfed his breait againft t, as if impatient— 
I fear, poor creature ! faid I, J • annot fet thee at liberty 
— ^* No," faid the ftarling — ** 1 can't get out— I can't 
gel out,'* faid the ftarling. 

I vow I Aever had my afFeiftions more tenderly 
awakened : nor do I remember an incident in my life, 
where the diffipated fpirits, to which my rcafon had 
been a bubble, were fo fuddenly called home. Me- 
chanical as the notes were, yet fo true in tune to nature 
were they chanted, that in one moment they overthrew 
all my fy ftematic reafonings upon the Bafiillei and i 
heavily walked up fturs, uniaying every word I had 
faid in going down them. 
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Difguife thyfelf as thou wilt» ftill. Slavery ! faid I 
— flill thoa art a bitter draught ! and though thoufandx* 
in allages have been made to drink of thee, thou art 
no lefs bitter on that account.— 'Tis thou, thrice fweet 
and gracious goddefs, addrefling myfelf to Liberty, 
whom all in public or in private worfhip, whofe tafle 
is grateful, and ever will be fo, 'till Nature herfelf 
fhall change — no tint of words can fpot thy fnowy 
mantle, or chymic power turn thy fceptre into iron 
■ w ith thee to fmile upon him as he eats his cruft> 
the fwain is happier, than his monarch, from whofe 
court thou art exiled— Gracious Heaven ! cried I, 
kneeling down upon the laft flep but one in my afcent 
Grant me but health, thou great Beflower of it, 
and give me but this fair goddefs as my companion 
i and (hower down thy mitres, if it feems good unto 
thy divine providence, upon thofe heads which are 
aching for then). 

SENT. JOURNBT, P, I34» 



THE CAPTIVE. 



PARIS. 



nPHE bird in his cage purfued me into my room 5 
I fat down clofe by my table, and leaning my 
head upon my hand, I began to figure to myfelf the 
Bi'.feries of confinement. I was in a right frame for ir,f 
acd fo I gave full fcope to my imagination. 

( wst 
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I was going to begin with the millions of my fellow^ 
creatures bpm to no inheritance but flavery ; but find- 
ings however afFedling the pi^ure was^ that I could not 
bring it near me, and that the multitude of fad groups 

in it did but diitrafl me 

. I took a iingle captive, and having firft fhut him 

up in his dungeon, I then looked through the twilight 
of his grated door to take his pi£lure. 

I beheld his body h^f wafted away with long ex- 
pectation and confinement, and felt what kind of fick- 
Hefs of the heart it was which arifes from hope deferr'd. 
Upon locking nearer, I faw him pale and feveriih : in 
'thirty years the Weftem breeze had not once fann'dhis 
blood — ^he had feen no fun, no moon, in all that time— 
nor had the voice of friend or kinfman breathed through 
his lattice :— his childre n " 

— But here my heart began to bleed — and I was 
forced to go on with another part of the portrait 

He was fitting upon the ground upon a little ftraw, 
in the fartheft comer of his dungeon, which was al- 
ternately his chair and bed : a little calendar of fmafl 
(Bcks were laid at the head, notched all over with the 
difmal days and nights he had pafTed there — ^he had 
one of thofe little flicks in his hand, and with a ruify 
n^ he was etching another day of mifery to iadd ^to 
the heap. As I darkened the little light he had, he 
lifted up a hopelefs eye towards the door, then caft 
it down— (hook his head, and went on with his work 
of affli^on. I heard his chains upon his legs, as he 
Wmed his body to lay his iittle ffick upon the bundle 
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•-^He ga^'c a deep figh — I faw the iron enter into his 
ibul — I bur ft iato tears—: could not faftain the pidore 
of confinement w:uch my .ancy had drawn ^ 

SENT. JOURNEY, P. I38. 



THEDWARF. 

T WAS walking down that lane which leads from the 
^ Cmrtu/al to the Palais Royal, and obferving a little 
boy in fome diftrcfs at the fide of the gutter, which rai 
down the middle of it, I took hold of his hand, and 
help'd him over. Upon turning up his face to look 
at him after, I perceived he was about forty— Never 
mmd, faid 1 ; fome good body will do as much for 
me when I am ninety. 

I feel fome little principles within iric, which in- 
cline me to be merciful towards the poor blighted part 
of my fpecies, who have neither fize or ftrength to 
get on in the world. — I cannot bear to fee one of them 
trod upon ; and had fcarce got feated befide an old 
French officer at the Of era Comigue, ere the difguft 
was exercifed, by feeing the very thing happen under 
the box we fat in. 

At the end of the orchefba, and betwixt that and 

« 

the firft fide-box, there is a fmall e/flanade left, where, 
when the houfe is full, numbers of all ranks take 
fanduary. Though you ftand, as in the partem, yoi 
pay the fame price as in the orcheib^ A poor de- 

feo^ldf 
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fcncclefs bang of this order had got thmft, fome* 
how or other, into this lucklefs place— the night 
was hot, and he was furrounded by beii;^gs two feet 
and a half higher than himfelf. The dwarf fufered 
inexpreflibly on both fides ; but the thing which in- 
commoded him mod was a tall corpulent German^ 
n^ar feven feet high, who flood direftly betwixt him 
and all poflibility of feeing either the ftage or the 
aaors. The poor dwarf did all he could to get •< 
peep at what was going forwards, by feeking for 
fome little opening betwixt the German's arm and hit 
body, trying firft one fide, then the other ; but the 
German flood fquare in the moft anaccommod^ting 

pofture that can be imagined the dwarf might as 

well have been placed at the bottom of the deeped 
draw-well in Paris i fo he civilly reached up his 
hand to the German's fleeve, and told him his diflrefs 
The German turn'd his head back, look'd down 
upon him as Goliab did upon Dawd^-snA unfeelingly 
refumed his poflure. 

I was juft then taking a pinch of fnufFout of my 
Monk's little horn- box — And how would thy meek 
and courteous fpirit, my dear Monk ! fo tempered 
to hear and forbear /—how fweetly would It have lent 
an ear to this poor foul's complaint ! 

The old French officer feeing me lift up my eye« 
with an emotion, as I made the apoflrophe, took the 
liberty to afk me what was the matter— I told him 
the flory in three words; and added, how inhuman 
it was. 

By 
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By this time the dwarf was driven to extreme$» 
and in his firfl tranfports» which are generally^ onrea- 
ronable> had told the. German he would cut off his 
long queu with his knife— The German look'd back 
coolly> and told him he was Welcome^ if he could 
reach it. 

An injury (harpened by an infult^ be it to who it will» 
makes every man of fentiment a party ; I could have 
leaped out of the box to have redreiTed it.— The old 
French ofHcer did it with much lefs confuAon ; for 
leaning a little over, and noddiiig to a ientinel, and 
pointing at the fame time with his finger to the dif- 
trefs — the fentinel made his way to it. — ^Thcrc was no 
occafion to tell the grievance — the thing told itfelf ; 
fo thrufting back the German inftantly with his mufket— 
he took the poor dwarf by the hand, and placed him 
before him— This is noble I faid I, clapping my hands 
together — And yet you would not permit this, faid 
the old officer, in England. 

In England, dear Sir, faid I, tue all Jit at cur tafe. 

The old French officer would have fct me at unity 
with>myfelf, in cafe I had been at variance, — by fay-, 
ing it was a hon ot0/— -and as a bon mot is always worth 
fomething at Paris, he offered me a pinch of fnuff. 

SENT. JOURNEY, P. IIJ. 
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CHARITY. 

T X THEN all is ready, and every article is ^fputed 
^ ^ and paid for in the inn, unlefs you are a little 
Toar'd by the adventure, there is always a matter to 
compound at the door, before you can get into youf 
chalfe, and that is with the Tons and daughters of po- 
verty, who furround you. Let no man fay, «* Let 
them go to the devil j"-^'tis a cruel journey to fend a 
few miferables, and they have had fufferings enow 
without it : I always think it better to take a few 
ions out in my hand; and I would counfel every 
gentle traveller to do fo likewife ; he need not be fo 
exaft in fetting down his motives for giving them-—* 
they will be regiftered elfewhere. 

For my own part, there is no man gives fo little 
as I do ; for few that I know have fo little to give : 
but as this was the firil public ad of my charity in 
France, I took the more notice of it. 

A-well-a-day ! faid I, I have but eight fous in the 
world, (hewing them in my hand, and there arc 
eight poor men and eight poor women for 'em. 

A poor tatter'd foul without a fhirt on, inftantly 

withdrew his claim, by retiring two fteps out of the 

circle, and making a difqQalifying bow, on his part. 

Had the whole parterre cried out Place aux dames ! 

with one voice, it would not have conveyed the 

fendment of a deference for the fex with half the 

cSea. 

Juft 
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Juft Heaven ! fcr what wife reafon haft then or 
dercd it, that beggary and urbanity, which are .at foci 
variance in other coontries> fhould find a way to h 
at unity in this ? 

I infilled upon prefenting him vAih a fingle fow. 
merely for his poUteJJe. 

A poor little dwarfifh, briflc fellow, who floo< 

ovet-againft me in the circle, putting fomething firi 

under his arm, which had once been a hat, took hi 

fnuff-box out of his pccket, and generoufly offered; 

pinch on' both fides of him : it was a gift of confc 

quence, and modeffly declined — ^The poor, little fd 

low prefs'd it upon them with a nod of wclconK 

nefs — Prenez-en^^preneK, faid he, looking anoth< 

way; fo they each took a pinch. — Pity ihy be 

fhould ever want one, faid I to myfelf ; fo I put 

couple of fous into it — ^taking a fmall pinch out < 

his box, to enhance the value, as I did it— He ft 

the weight of the fecond obligation more than that 

the firft— 'tvC^as doing him an honour— the other w 

only doing him a charity— and he made me a be 

down to the ground for it, 

—Here ! faid I to an old foldier with one han 
who had been campaign'd and worn out tc death 
the fervice — ^here's a couple' of fous for thee. Vi 
le Rot / faid the old foldier. 

I had then but three fous left; fo I gave oi 
fimply four F amour de Di€u, which was the footing 
which it was begg!d— The poor woman had a difl 

cat 



^ cated hip ; ib k could not well be upon any otlier 
' modve. 

Mom cber ii trh cbaritalie Jtfb^^/vr— There's no op- 
f pofing this, faid I. 

MjUrd Anglois'^^^t very {band was worth the 
money— 4b I gave my loft fius for it. But in the eager- 
nefs of giving, I overlook *d a pawvrt honteux, who 
had no one to alk a fous for him> and who, I be- 
|ieved> would have periihed ere he could have-aflced 
one for himfelf ; he flood by the chaife, a little 
vnthoat the circle, and wiped a tear from a face 
which I thought had feen better days-^Good Godi 
faid I— and I have not one fingle fous left to give 
hi m ' But you have a thoufand ! cried all the 
powers of nature, flirring within me — folgave him 
— ^o matter what— I am afhamed to fay how much, 
sow-— and was afliamed to think how little, then ; fo 
if the reader can form any corje^ure of my difpofi- 
tion, as thefe two fixed points are given him« he may 
judge within a livre or two what was the precife 
fum. 

I could afford nothing for the reft, but D;>« vout 
Unifi^-^Et It hon Dieu *vous hin^Jfe encore^TcA the old 
foldier» the dwarf, &c. The fawvra honteux could fay 
nothing— he pulPd out a little handkerchief, and 
wiped his face as he turned away— and I thought he 
* thanked me more than them all. 

SENT. J0VIINBT> P. €6* 
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REFLECTIONS ON DEATH. 

X HE Corporal 

Tread lightly on his aflies, ye men of gcniiis,p— for 
he was your kinfman : 

Weed lus grave clean, ye men of goodnefs,— for he 
was your brother. — Oh Corporal ! had I thee bat 
now,-— now, that I am able to give thee a dinner and 
prote£lion,'^how would I cherifh thee ! thou ihouldH 
wear thy Montero-cap every hour of the day, aod 
every day of the week, — and when it was worn out, 
I would purchafe thee a couple like it : — but alas ! 
alas! alas! now that I can do this in fpite ofthor 
reverences — the occaiion is loft— -for thou art gone ; 
—thy genius fled up to the ftars from whence it came; 
—and that warm heart of thine, with all its generous 
and open veiTels, compreiFed into a clod of the valUy ! 

But what is this— what is this, to that future and 
dreaded page, where I look towards the velvet pall, 
decorated with the military enfigns of thy mailer—^ 
the firft— the foremoft of created beings; where I 
fhall fee thee, faithful fervant, laying his fword and 
fcabbard with a trembling hand acrofs his coffin, and 
then turning, pale as aflics, to the door, to take his 
mourning hoHe by the bridle, to follow his hearfe/as 
he directed thee ;— .where— all my father*8 fyftems fliafl 
be baAed by his forrows ; and, in fpite of his philo- 

fophy, 
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Tophj, I'fliall behold him* as he infpefb die lackered 
plate^ twice taking his fpe^cles from ofF his nofe* 
to wipe away the dew which nature had fhed upon 
them — when I fee him call the rofemary with an air 
of difcenfolationy which cries through my ears«— -O 
7i/^/ihwhat comer of the world fhall I feek thy 
fellow. 

—-Gracious powers! which erft hare opened the 
lips of the dumb in hts diftrefs, and made the tongue 
of die ibunmerer fpeak pl^n — ^when 1 (hall arrive at 
diis dreaded page, deal not with me, then, with a 
Hinted hand. 

T. SHANDY, VOL. III. C. 6%. 



PLEASURES OP . 

OBSERVATION AND STUDY. 

T Tl THAT a large volume of adventures may 
^ ^ be grafped within this little fpan of life, 
by him who interefb his heart in every thing, and 
who, having eyes to fee what time and chance are 
perpetually holding out to him as he joumeyeth on 
his way, miffi» nodiing he can ^ly lay his hands 
onl 
—If this won't turn out fomething — another will 
matter—'tiB an eflay upon human nature — I get 
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my labofir fer mj pain9-«-'tb enoagbi— itibe pleafure • 
the experiment has kept my fenfes, and the beft part < 
my blood awake, and laid the grofs to deep* 

I pity the man who can travel from Dom to Bet> 
fieia, and cry» 'Tis all barren— And fo it is ; and i 
is all the world to him who will not cultivate tl 
fruits it offers. I declare* fsud I, clapping my ham 
cheerily together, that were I in a defart, I would fin 
out wherewith in it to call forth my affefUons— -If 
could do no better, I would fallen them upon fon 
fweet myrtle, or feek (bme melancholy cyprefs t 
conne6l myfelf to— I would court their (hade, an 
greet them kindly for their proteftion— I would ci] 
my name upon them, and fwear they were the lovelie; 
trees throughout the defart : if their leaves withered 
I would teach myfelf to nH>um, and when they re 
joicedt I would rejoice along with them. 

SBNT« JOURNEY, P. 5I 



FEELING AND BENEFICENCE. 

^XTAS it Mackays regiment, quoth my undi 
' ^ Toiy^ where the poor grenadier was fo un- 
mercifully whippM at Bruges about the ducats ?— «« 
O Chrift ! he was innocent ! cried Trimt with a deej 
iigh. ■ And he was whipp'd, may it pleafe yom 
honour, almofl to death's door.— They had better 
have ibot him outright, as he beggcd> and be had 

gone 
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gone dirediy to heaven, for he was as innocent at 
your honour.— I thank Aee, Trim, quoth my uncle 
Tofy. I never think of his, , continued Trim, and 
my poor brother Tom^s misfortunes, for we were all 
three fchool-fellows, but I cry like a coward.— Tears 
arc no proof of cowardice. Trim ; I drop them oft- 
times myfelf, cried my uncle Toij'-^l know your 
honour does, replied Trim, and fo am not alhamed 
of it myfelf.— But to thmk, may it pleafe your 
honour, continued Trim, — a tear ftealing into the cor- 
ner ©f his eye as he fpoke—ta think of two vir- 
tuous lads, with hearts as warm in their bodies, and 
as honefl as God could make them — the children of 
honeft people, ^oing forth with gallant fpirits to feek 
their fortunes in the world — ^and fall into fuch evils I 
poor Tom ! to be tortured upon a rack for nothing— 
Ijut marrying a y^w's widow who fold iaufages— 
honeft Dick John/on* s foiil to be fcourged out of his 
Jbody, for the ducats another man put in his knapfack t 
— O !— thefe are misfortunes, cried Irim, puffing out 
his handkerchief, — thefe ' are misfortunes,— may it 
pleafe your honour, worth lying down and crying 
oyer. - .. 

— 'Twould be a pity, Trimi, quoth my uncle Toby, 
thou (hould'ft ever feel forrow of thy ow n - thou 
feeleft it fo tenderly for others. Alack-a-day, re- 
plied the Corporal, brightening up his face — your 
honour knows I have neither wife or child — I can 
'have no forrows in this world. As few as any man, 
^replied my uncle Tohy ; nor can I fee how a fellow 

a of 
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of thy light heart can fuiFer, but from the diftrc& of 
poverty in thy old age — ^when thou art pall all fer- 
vices, Trimy — and haft outlived thy frie^ids. An't 
pleaie your honour, never feaf, replied Trim, cheerily 
—But I would have thee, never fear, 7r/«, replied 
my uncle Toby ; and therefore, continued my uncle 
Toby J throwing down his crutch, and getting upon 
his legs as he uttered the word tbtrefort'^ixi rccom- 
pence, 9r/w, of thy long fidelity to me, and that 
goodnefs of thy heart I h^ve had fuch proofs of— 
whilft thy mafter is worth a Shillin g thou Ihalt 
never* aflc elfe where, Trimy for a penny. Trim at- 
tempted to tliank my uncle Tohy^ but had not power- 
tears trickled down his cheeks fafter than he could 
wipe them off — he laid his hands upon his breaft— 
made a bow to the ground, and (hut the door. 

—I have left Trim my bowling-green, cried my 
uncle Toby — My father fmiled — I have left him more- 
over, a penfion, continued my uncle ^o^y— My father 
lopkad grave. 

T. SHANDY, VOL. II. 0.39. 



SLAVERY. 

CONSIDER flavery,— what it is,— -howbittdSra* 
draught, and how many millions have been 

made to drink it ; which if it can poifon all earthly 

happinefs when exercifed b^ely lipon our bodies» 

what 
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what mud it be, when it comprehends both tlfe flaveiy 
of body and mind ? To conceive this, iQpk into the 
hiftory of the Romijh church and her tyrants (or ra- 
ther executioners), who feem to have taken pleafure 
in the pangs and convulfions of their fellow creatures. 
—Examine the Inquifition, hear the melancholy 
notes founded in every cell. — Confider the anguifh 
of mock trials, and the exquiiite tortures confequent 
thereupon, mercilefsly inflidled upon the unfortunate, 
where the racked and weary foul has fo often wiihed 
to take its leave,— but cruelly not fuffered to depart 
■I Confider how many of thefe helplefs wretches 
have been hauled from thence in all periods of this 
tyrannic, ufurpation, to undergo the maffacres and 
flames to which a falfe and bloody religion has con- 
demned them. 

—Let us behold him in another light— 
If we confider man as a creature full of ^ants and 
tieceflities (whether real or imaginary) , which he is not 
able to fupply of himfelf, what a tram of difappeint- 
xnents, vexations, and dependences are to be feen 
iffuing from thence to perplex and make his way im- 

eafy ! How many juftlings and hard ftruggles do 

we undergo in making our way in the world ! — ^How 
barbaroufly held back I — ^How often and bafely over- 
thrown, in aiming only at getting bread ! — ^How many 
' of us never attain it — at leaft not comfortably, — bixt 
^m various unknown caufes— eat it a)l our lives 
long in bittemefs ! 

H z OPPRESSION 
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OPPRESSION VANQyiSHED 

T HAVE not been a furlong from Shandy Hall 
-*■ fince I wrote to you laft— but why is my pen fo 
perverfe ? I have been to •»•••, and my errand was 
of fo peculiar a nature, that I muft give you an ac- 
count of it. You will fcarce believe me, when I tell 
you it was to out-juggle a juggling attorney ; to put 
craft and all its power to defiance; and to obtain 
juitice from one — ^whq has a heart fell enough to 
take advantage of the miftakes of honeft iimplicity, 
and who has raifed a confiderable fortune by artifice 
and injuftice. However, I gained my point !— ifc was 
a flar and garter to me ; the matter was as follows. 
'* A poor man, the father of my Veflal, having by 
the fweatof his brow, during a courfe of many labo- 
rious years, faved a fmall fum of money, applied 
to this fcribe to put it out to ufe for him : this was 
done, and a bond given for the money.— The 
honeft man, having no place in his cottage which 
he thought fufficiently fecure, put it in a hole in 
the thatch, which had ferved inftead of a ftrong 
box to keep his money. In this Situation the bond 
remained 'till the time of receiving his intereft 
drew nigh. But alas ! the rain which had done 
^ no mifchief'to his gold, had found out his paper 
*' fecurity, and had rbtted it to pieces!*' It would 
he a difficult matter to paint the difbrefs of the old 

countryman 
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countryman upon this difcovery ;— *he cartie to me 
weeping, and begged my advice and affiftance ! — it 
cut me to the heart ! 

Frame to yourfelf the pidlure of a man upwards of 
fixty years of age— ^ho having with much penury 
and more toil, with the addition of a fmall legacy, 
fcraped together about fourfcore pounds to fupport 
him in the infirmities of old age, and to be a little 
portion for his child when he fhould be dead and 
gone — ^loft his little hoard at once— and to aggravate 
his misfortune — by his own negledt and incaution. — 
'' if I was young. Sir, (faid he) my afHidion would 

*' have been light and I might have obtained it 

** again ! but I have loft my comfort when I moft 

** wanted it ! my ftafF is taken from me when I 
*» cannot go alone ; and I have nothing to expe<5l in 
** future life, but the unwilling charity of a parifh- 
** officer." Never in my whole life did I wifh to be 
rich, with *fo good a grace, as at this time ! What a 
luxury would it have been to have faid to this afflidled 
fellow-creature, ** There is thy money — go thy ways 
—and be at peace." 

But alas ! the Shandy family were never much en- 
cumbered with money ; and I (the pooreft of them all) 
could only affift him with good counfcl ; — but I did 

« 

not ftop here. 

I went myfelf with him to •****, where by per- 
fuafion, threats, and fome art, which (by the bye) in 
fuch a caufe, and with fuch an opponent, was very 
juftifiablc — ^I fent my poor client back to his home, 
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with his comfort and his bond reftored to him. Bra^ 

Bravo ! 

If a man has a right to bs proud of any thing,- 
18 of a good aftion,'done as it ought to be, without j 
bafe intereft lurking at the bottom of it. 

LETTER VI. TO HIS FRIENI 



FORGIVENESS OF INJURIES. 

TT is the mild and quiet half of the world, who 
-^ generally outraged and borne down by the ot 
half of it ; but in this they have the advantage ; wh 
ever be the fenfe of their wrongs, that pride ilands : 
fo watchful a fentinel over their forgivenefs, as it d 
in the breads of the fierce and froward ; we fhould 
of us, I believe, be more forgiving than we are, woi 
the world but give us leave ; but it is apt to interp 
its ill offices in remiffions, efpecially of this kind : l 
trpth is, it has its laws, to which the heart is not alvvj 
a party j and a6ls fo like an unfeeling engine in . 
cafes without diftindlion, that it requires all the firmn 
of the moil fettled humanity to bear up againft it. 

SERM. XVIII. P.( 
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YORICK'S DEATH A BROKEN HEART. 



T"^HE Mortgager, and Mortgagee diiFer the one 
from the other, not more in length of purfe, 
than the Je/er and Jefiee do, in that of memory. 
But in this the comparifon between them runs, as 
the fcholiafts call it, tipon all fours ; (which, by the 
bye, is upon one or two legs more than fome of the 
beft of Homer^s can pretend to) ; — namely. That the 
one raifes a fum, and the other a laugh at your experce, 
and thinks no more about it. Intereft, however, fHU 
runs on in both cafes ;— the periodical or accidental 
payments of it, jull ferving to keep the memory of the 
affair alive ; 'till at length, in fome evil hour,— - 
pop comes the creditor upon each, and by demanding 
principal upon the fpot, together with full interefl to 
tiie very day, makes them' both feel the full extent of ' 
their obligations < 

As the reader (for I hate your ifs) has a thorough 
knowledge of human nature, I need not fay more to 
fatisfy him, that my Hero could not go on at this 
rate without fome flight experience of thcfe inciden- 
tal mementos. To fpeak the truth, he had wantonly 
involved himfelf in a multitude of fmall book-debts 
of this (lamp, which, notwithftanding Eugeniush fre* 
quent advice, he too much difregarded ; thinking, 
that as not one of them was contraded through any 
malignanc}>— but> on this contrary, from an honefly 
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fccnt— convinces him that happinefs and extravagance 
never inhabited under the fame roof; that if he 
would not be difappointed in his fearch, he mull 
look into the plain and thrifty dwellings of the pru- 
dent man, who knows and underftands the worth of 
money, and cautioufly lays it up agamft an evil hour : 
that it is not the prollitutlon of wealth upon the paf- 
fions, or the parting with it at all that confHtutes 
happinefs — but that it is the keeping it together, and 
the having and holding it fail to him and his heirs for 
ever, which are the cliief attributes that form this 
great idol of human worihip, to which fo much incenfe 
is offered up every day. 

The Epicure, though he eafily retfiifies {o groTs a 
miftake, yet at the fame time he plunges him, if poffi- 
ble, into a greater ; for hearing the objedl of his pur- 
fuit to be happinefs, and knowing of no other hap^ 
pinefs than what is feated immediately in his fenfes— 
he fends the inquirer there ; — tells him 'tis vain to 
fearch elfewhere for it, than where nature herfelf has 
placed it — in the indulgence and gratification of the 
appetites, which are given us for that end : and in a 
word — if he will not take his opinion in the matter- 
he may truft the word of a much wifer man, who 
has afTured us — that there is nothing better in this 
world, than that a man Ihould eat and drink and rejoice 
in his works^ and.make his foul enjoy good in his la« 
bour : for that is his portion. 

To refcue him from this brutal experiment — Am- 
bition takes him by the hand, and carries him into the 

world*— 
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world,— (hews him all the kingdoms of the earth, and 
the glory of them, points out the many ways of ad- 
vancing his fortune, and raifmg himfelf to honour,— 
lays before his eyes all the charms and bewitching 
temptatians of power, and afks, if there can be any 
happinefs in this world like that of being careffed, 
courted, flattered, and followed ? 

To dofe all, the Philofopher meets him buftling 
in the full career of this purfuit — flops him — tells him, 
if he isin fearch of happinefs, he is far gone out of his 
way. That this deity has long been banilhed from 
noife and tumults, where there was no reft found for 
her, and was fled into folitude far from all commerce 
of the world; and, in a word, if he would find her, he 
mufl leave this bufy and intriguing fcene, and go back 
to that peaceful fcene of retirement :ind books, from 
which he firft fet out. 

In "this circle too often does a man run, tries all 
experiments, and generally fits down wearied and dif- 
fatisfied with them all at laft — ^in utter defpair of ever 
accomplifhing what he wants — ^nor kno\ving what to 
truft to after fo many difappointments ; or where 
to lay the fault, whether in the incapacity of his own 
nature, or in the infufficiency of the enjoyments 
themfelves. 
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ToricJ^ tczict ever heard this fad vaticination of 
his deltiny read over to him, but with a tear dealing 
from his eye, and a promiiTory look attending it, that 
he was refolved, for the dme to come, to ride his tit 
' with more fobriety.— But, alas, too late !— a grand 
confederacy, with ***** and ***** at the head of it, 
was formed before the firft prediction of it.— The 
whole plan of the attack, juft as Eugenius had fore- 
boded, was put in execution all at once, — ^with fo little 
mercy on the fide of the allies, — and fo little fufpicion 
in Toricks of what was carrying on againft him,— 
that when he thought, good eafy man! full furely 
preferment was o' ripening, — they had fmote his 
root, and then he fell, as many a worthy man had 
fallen before him. 

Toricky however, fought it out with all imaginable 
gallantry for feme time ; till, overpowered by num- 
bers, and worn out at length by the calamities of the 
war, — but more fo, by the ungenerous manner in 
which it was carried on,- — ^he threw dOwn the fword; 
and though he kept up his fpirits in appearance to 
the lall, he died, neverthelefs, as was generally 
thought, quite broken-hearted. 

What inclined Eugettius to the fam^ ojnmon, was 
as follows : 

A few hours before Yorick breathed his lafl, Eu' 
genius flept in with an intent to take his laft fight and 
farewel of him. Upon his drawing Yorick'% curtain, 
and afking how . he felt himfelf, Yorick looked up in 
his face, took hold of his hand, — and after thanking 

him 
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idm for the many tokens of his friendfhip to him, for 
which, he faid, if it was their fate to meet hereafter^ 
—he would thank himag^n and again, — he told him,, 
he was within a few hours of giving his enemies the 
flip for ever. I hope not, anfwered Eugemus, with 
tears trickling down his cheek, and with the tendereft 
tone that ever man fppke»— I hope not, Toriek, faid 
he.- ■ Torick replied with a look up, and a gentle 
fqueeze of Eugenius^s hand, and that was all, — but it 
cut Eugenius to his heart.— Come,— -come, Torickr 
quoth Eugenius, wiping his eyes, and fummoning up 
the man within him, — my dear lad, be comforted,— 
let not all thy fpirits and fortitude forfake thee at this 
crifis when thou moft wants them; — ^whp knows 
what refources are in flore, and what the power of 
God may yet d(^ for thee ? — Torick laid his' hand upon 
his heart, and gently Ihook his head ; — For my part, 
cried Eugenius, crying bitterly as he uttered the 
words,— I declare I know not, Torick, how to part 
with thee, and would gladly flatter my hopes, added 
Eugenius, chearing up his voice, that there is ftill 
enough left of thee to make a bifliop, and that I may 
-live to fee it.— I befeech thee, Eugenius, quoth 
Torick, taking off his night-cap as well as he could 
vath his left hand,— his right hand being flill grafped 
dofe in that of Eugenius t I befeech thee to take a 
view of my head. — I fee nothing that ails it, replied 
Eugenius* Then alas ! my friend, faid Torick, let me 
tell you, that *tis fo bruifed and mif-lhapened with 
the 1>k)W9 which ••••• and ••••♦, and fomc othen 
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have fo unhandfomely given me in the dark, that I 
might fay with Sanco Panca, that (hould I recover, 
^nd '* Mitres thereupon be fuffered to rain down 
** from heaven as thick as haiU not one of them 
** would fit it." Torick^s laft breath was hanging 
upon his trembling lips ready to depart as he uttered 
this;— -yet IHll it was uttered with fomething of a 

Cer'vantic tone; and as he fpoke it, Eugenius 

could perceive a ftream of lambent fire lighted up 
for a moment in his eyes ; faint pidure of thofe 
flafhes of his fpirit, which (as ShakeJ^are faid of his 
anceflor) were wont to fet the table in a roar ! 

Eugenius was convinced from this, that the heart 
of his friend was broke : he fqueezed his hand,*— *- 
and then walked foftly out of the room, weeping as 
he walked. Torick followed Eugenius with his eyes 

to the door, he then clofed them,— and nevey 

opened them more* 

He lies buried in the corner of his church-yard, 
in the parifh of——, under a plain marble flab, 
which his friend Eugenius, by leave of his executors, 
laid upon his grave, with no more than thefe words 
of infcription, ferving both for his epitaph and 
elegy. 



Alas, poor YORICK! 



Ten times a day has Torick^s ghoft the confolation 
to hear the monumental infcription' read over with 

&ch a variety of plaintive tonesj as denote a general 

j)ity 
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pity and t&ctm for him;— —-a footway eroding the 
church-yard clofe by the fide of his grave,^not a 
paiTenger goes by without flopping to caft a look 
upon ity— and fighing as he walks on, 

Alas, poor YORICK! 

T.SHANDTj VOL. U C 12. 
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POWER OF SLIGHT INCIDENTS* 

IT is curious to obferve the triumph of flight 
incidents over the mind;— and what incredible 
weight they have in forming and governing our 
opinions. Loth of men and things— that trifles Ught 
as air, ihall waft a belief into the foul, and plant it fo 
immoveable within it, that Euclid''s demonflrations, 
could they be brought to batter it in breach, fliould 
not all have power to overthrow it. 

T. SHAKDYi VOL. Zt. CHAP. 6l. 



- CROSSES IN LIFE. 

TV iT ANY, many are the ups and downs of IMty 
-^^^ fortune muft be uncommonly gracious to that 
mortal who doe? not experience a great variety of 
them :— though perhaps to thefe may be owing as. 
much of our pleafures as our pains : there are fcene* 
of delight in the vale as well as in the mountain; 
and the inequalities of nature may not be lefs ne- 
cefTary to pleafe the eye — than the varieties of hfe to 
Improve the heart. At beft we are but a fliOrt-fighted 
race of beings, with juft light enough to difcern our 
way.-— To do that is our duty,, and ihould be our 

carej; 
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J ; when a man has done this, he is fafe ; the reft 
r little confequence-; — -' 

Co^er his head mjith a turf or ajione. 
It is all one, it is all one ! 

LETTER IV. Tp HIS FRIENDS. 



THE CONTRAST. 

"^HINGS are carried on in this world, fometimes 
\ fo contrary to all our reafonings, and the feem- 

probability of faccefs,— that even the race is not 
he fwift, nor the battle to the ftrong ; — nay, what 
ranger flill — nor yet bread to the wife, who (hould 

ftand in want of it,— nor yet riches to the men 
anderdanding, whom you would think bell qua* 
d to acquire them,— not yet favour to men of fkill, 
»fe merit and pretences bid the faireft for it;— 
that there are fome fecret and unfeen workings in 
lan affairs, which baffle all our endeavours, and 
I afide the courfe of things in fuch a manner,— 
: the moft likely caufes difappoint and fail of pro- 
ing for us the efFeft which we wifhed, and natu- 
|r expeded from theni, 

^ou will fee a man, of whom were you to form a 
jedure from the appearance of things in his fa- 
r,— -you would fay waa fetting out in the world 

witli 



i 



( 164 ) 

with the faireft profpedl of making his fortune In it> 
—with all the advantages of birth to recommend him, 
of perfonal merit to fpeak for him>— and of friends 
to puih him forwards : you will behold him, not- 
withftanding this, difappointed in every efFeft you 
might naturally have looked for, from them ; every 
Hep he takes towards his advancement, fomething in- 
vifible fhall pull him back, fome unforefeen obftaclc 
ihall rife up perpetually in his way, and keep there. 
-—In every application he makes — fome untoward 
circumftance (hall blaft it. — ^He fhall rife early, — ^late 
take reft, and eat the bread of carefulnefs, — ^yet fome 
happier man fhall rife up, and ever ftep in before 
him, and leave him ftruggling to the end of his life, 
in the very fame place in which he fir ft began. 

The hiftory of a fecond fhall in all relpeds be the 
contraft to this. He fhall ccme into the world widi 
the moft unpromifmg appearance, — (hall fet forwards 
without fortune, without friends — without talents to 
procure him either the one or the other, Neverthe- 
lefs you will fee this clouded profpeft brighten up in- 
fenfibly, unaccountably before him ; every thing pre- 
fented in his way fhall turn out beyond his expedla- 
tions, in fpite of that chain of unfurmountable diffi- 
culties which firft threatened him, — ^time and chance 
fhall open him a way,— a feries offuccefsful occur- 
rences fhall lead him by the hand to the fummit of 
honour and fortune ; and, in a word, without giving 
him the pains of thinking, or the credit of projeft- 

ing. 
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ng, it fhall place him in a fafe pofleffion of all that 
imbition could wilh for. 

SERMON VIII. p. 152. 



DR. SLOP AND OBADIAH MEETING 

TMAGINE to yourfelf a. little, fquat, uncourtly 
■*■ figure of a Dr. Slop, of about four feet and a half 
perpendicular height, with a breadth of back, and a 
fufquipedality of belly, which might have done 
honour to a ferjeant in the horfe^-guards. 

Such \vere the outlines of Dr. Sloph figure, which— 
if you have read Hogarth\ analyfis of beauty, (and if 
you have not, I wifh you would) ; — you muft know, 
may as certainly be caricatured, and conveyed to the 
mind by three ftrokes as three hundred. 

Imagine fuch a one, — for fuch, I fay, were the out- 
lines of Dr. Slopes figure, coming flowly along, foot 
by foot, waddling through the dirt upon the vertebrae 
of a little diminutive pony, of a pretty colour— but 
of ftrength, — alaclc ! fcarce able to have made an 
amble of it, under fuch a fardel, had the roads been 
in an ambling condition.— They were not.— Ima- 
gine to yourfelf, Ohadiab mounted upon a fbrong 
monger of a coach-horfe, pricked into a full gal- 
lop, and making all practicable fpeed the adverfe 
way. 

Prayj 
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Pray, Sir, let me intereft you a moment in tKii 
defcription. 

Had Dr. Slop beheld Ohadiah a mile ofF, pofHng in 
a narrow lane diredtty towards him, at that monil^iu 
rate,— -fplafhing and plunging like a devil through 
thick and thin as he approached, would not fuch a 
phenomenon, with fuch a vortex of mud and water 
moving along with it, round its axis,— have been a 
fubjedl of jufter apprehenfion to Dr. Slop in his fitoa- 
tion, than the <worft of Whifion\ comets ? — ^To fay 
nothing of the Nucleus ; that is» oi Ohadiah and the 
coach-horfe. — In my idea, the vortex alone of 'em 
was enough to have involved and carried, if not the 
aoftor, at lead the dodlor's pony, quite away with it. 
What then do you think muft the terror and hydro- 
phobia of Dr. Slop have been, when you read (which 
you are juft going to do) that he was advancing thas 
warily along towards Shandy Hall, and had ap- 
proached to within fixty yards of it, and witWn five 
yards of a fudden turn, made by an acute angle of 
the garden wall, — and in the dirtieft part of a dirtjr 
lane, — when Ohadiah and his coach-horfe turned dc 
corner, rapid, furious,— pop, — full upon him [—No- 
thing, I think in nature, can be fuppofed more terriBlc 
than fuch a rencounter,— fo imprompt! fo ill pre- 
pared to ftand the Ihock of it as Dr. Slop was ! 

What could Dr. Slop do? he crofTed himfetf 

X — Pugh ! — but the dodor. Sir, was a Papift. ' 

No matter ; he had better have kept hold of the 

pummel.— He had fo;— nay, as it happened, he had 

better 
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better have done nothing at all ; for in crofling him- 
fclf he let go his whip, — and in attempting to fave' 
his whip between his knee and his faddle's fldrt, as it 
tupped, he loft his ftirrup, — in loling which he loft 
his feat; and in the multitude of all thefe loiTes 
(which, by the bye, ihew what little advantage there 
is in crofting) the unfortunate doftor loft his pre- 
fence of mind. So that without waiting for Obadiab^s 
onfet, he left his pony to its deftiny, tumbling off" it 
diagonally, fomething'in the ftyle ^nd manner of a 
pack of wool, and without any other confequence 
from the fall, fave that of being left (as it would have 
been) with the broadeft part of him funk about 
twelve inches deep in the mire. 

Obad'tab pull'd off his cap twice to Dr. Slop ;— • 
once as he was falling, — and then again when he faw 
him feated.-— Ill-timed compl^fance; — ^had not 
the fellow better have flopped his horfe, and gotxjfF, 
and helped him ? — Sir, he did all that his fituation 
would allow; — but the Momentum of the coach- 
horfe was fo great, that Qhadiah could not do it all at 
once ; he rode in a circle three times round Dr. Blop^ 
before he could fully accompliih it any how; — and 
atlaft, whenhe did ftop the beaft, 'twas done with 
fuch an explofion of mud, that Obadiah had better 
have been a league off. In ftiort, never was a Dr. Slop 
fo belutcd, and fo tranfubftantiated, fince that affair 
€?me into faftiion. 

TRISTRAM SHANDY, C. XXXV. P. 187. 

SELFISHNESS 
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SELFISHNESS AND MEANNESS. 

'T^HAT diere is felfifhnefs and meannefs enough 
•** in the fouls of one part of the world, to hurt 
the^ credit of the other part of it, is what I fhall not 
difpute againft; but to judge of the whole from this 
bad fample, and becaufe one man is plotting, and 
artful in his nature ;— or, a fecond openly makes his 
pleafure or his profit the whole center of all his de- 
iigns ;— or becaufe a third ih-ait-hearted wretch fit$ 
confined within himfelf, — feels no misfortunes, but 
thofe which touch himfelf; to involve the whole race 
without mercy under fuch detefted charadlers,- U a 
condufion as falfe as it is pernicious ; and were it in ge- 
heral to gain credit, could ferve no end, but the root- 
ing out of our nature all that is generous, and plant- 
ing in the ftead of it fuch an averfion to each other, 
as muft untie the bands of focicty, and rob us of one 
of the greateft pleafures of it, the mutual communica- 
tions of kind offices ; and by poifoning the fountain, 
rendering every thing fufpe(aed that flows through it. 

SERM, VII. P. I37» 



VICE NOT WITHOUT USE. 

'T^HE lives of bad men are not without ufer** 

"*• and whenever fuch a ©ne is drawn, not with a 

corrupt view to be admired,— but on purpofe to be 

dctefled-t 



detefted-— it moft excite fuch'a horror againft vice, ar • 
will ibrike indirectly the £une good iropiti&on. And 
chou^ it i^ painful to the lafr degree to paint a man 
in the fhades which his vices have caft upon hini» 
yet when it ferves this end* it carries its own excufe 
witli it, 

SE&M. IX, P* 175. 



YORICK'S OPINION OF GRAVITY. 

QOMETIMES, in his wild way of t^ing, he'- ^ 
^ would fay, that gravity was an arrant fcoundrel; 
and he would^add, of the moft dangcrons kind too,—' 
becaufe a fly one; and that he verily believed, more 
honeft, well-meaning . people were bubbled out of 
their goods and money by it in one twelvemonth, 
than l)y pocket-picking and Ihop-lifting in fcven. 
In the naked temper which a merry heart difcovered, 
he would fay, there was no danger, — ^but to itf<?lf :— 
whereas the very eflence of gravity was defign, and 
confequently deceit; — 'twas a taught trick to gain 
credit of the world for more fenfe and knowledge 
than a man was worth; and that, with all its preten- 
iions,-^it was no better, but often worfe than what a 
French wit had long ago defined it, viz. — A myfteri- 
ous carriage of the body to cover the defedi of the 
mind* 

T. SHANDY^VOL. !• C. :!, 

I Til: 
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THE INTERRUPTION. 

WHEN my father received the letter which 
brought him the melancholy account of my 
brother 5<?%'s death , he was bufy calculating theex- 
pcncc of his riding poft from Cxilais to Parisy and fo 

- on to Lyons, 

'Twas a moft inaufpicious journey; my father 
liaving had every foot of it to travel over again, and 
bis calculation to begin afrelh, when he had almoft 
got to the end -of it, by Obadiah's opening the door to 
acqiiaint him the family was out of yeaft — and to afk ^ 
whether he might not take the great coach-horfe early 
in the morning and ride' in fearch of fome.»— With 
all my heart, Obadiah^ faid my father (purfuing his 
jo\imey) — takp the coach-horfe, nnd welcome. — But 
he wants a (hoe, poor, creature! faid Obadiah,r^oot 
creature! faid my uncle Toby, vibrating the note back 
again, like a firing in unifon. Then ride the Scotch 
horfe, quoth my father haftily. — He cannot bear a 
iaddle upon liis back, quoth Obadiah, for the whofc 
world. — The devil's in that horfe; then take Pa- 
triot, cried my father ; and .fhut the door. Pa- 
triot is fold, faid Obadiak Here's for you ! cried 
my father, making a paufe, and looking in my uncle 
Tobys face, as if the thing had not been a matter of 
faft. — Your worfhip ordered me to fell him lafl April, 
laid Obadiab.'-^Thsn go on foot for your pains, cried 

* my 
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ny father^— ^I had much raclier walk than ride, faid 
O&adiah, (hutting the door. 
4 Wfhat plagues! cried my father, going on irith hii 

^Calculation. ^But'-the waters iK OM, O&A Oiadlab, 

opening the door again. 

Till that moment, my &thcr, who had a map of 

»'s, and a book of the poft-ioads befbie hinir 

l-ltcpt his hand upon the head of his compafles, 

f with one foot of them fixed lipon Nfvtrt, the- lift 

Ullage he had paid for— fuipofing to go on from that 

j point with his joamey and cakulation, a^ foon as 

. Oiaditti gaitted die loom; but this &cond ^tack of 

: 0'haJ^mlf^, in opening the door and laying - the whole 

cooatiy Dodei wateri waa too much. — He let go hia - 

^ coiinpalln— or rathcTi with a mixed motion between 

accident and anger, he threw them upon the table; 

—■* and (heo there waa notbbg for him to do, but to le- 

^^vliini baok to Calaii [tike many others) as wile as he 

^^'Iwlfetoitt. 

T. SHANDYj VOL. III. P. IJ» 



REFLECTION UPON MAN. 

J:'^T7'HKN I rcfleft upon man; and take a view of 

• -T- ■ that da:^ fide of him which reprefeuts bis life* 

qten to fo many caufei of trouble — when 1 confi* 

'der bow oft we eat the bread ofaffli^on, andthnc 

■ we are bom to it} as to the lortion of our inhm- 

unce— when- cue runs over ths catalogue of all the 

la crjfs 
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cio6 tedEomngs and forrowful items with ividch the 
heart of man b overcharged, 'tis wonderful by what 
hidden refources the mind it enabled to ftand it oat, 
and bear itfelf up as it does, againft the impofitions 
laid upon our nature. 

T. SHAVDYy VOL. II. CHAF. 42. 



EJACULATION. 

nPIME waftes too faft; every letter I trace tells 
-** me with what rapidity life follows my pen; 
die days and hours of it; mote precious, my dear 
Jhmyi than the rubies about thy neck, are flying 
over our heads like light clouds of a windy day, never 
to return moroi— every thing prefies on — ^whilft thou 
art twifting* that lock,<r^ee! it grows grey; and 
e ver y time I' ktfr thy hand to bid* adieu, and every 
abfence which follows it, are preludes to that eternal 
feparatfonwUdi'weareihortlyto make. 

T* SHANDY. VOL. IV. CHAP. 67* 



LIFE OF MAN. 

WHAT is the life of manl is it not to (hift 
from fide to fidel— >from forrow to forrow? 
■-»to button up one cauie of vexation; — andunbuttoa 
aaothcfl 

Tt aHAtTDTj VOL. II. C. 66* 

TRIM'S 
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TRIM'S EXPLANATION' 

OP THE 

FIFTH COMMANDMENT. 
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IRTTHEE, Trim, quoth my father,— What 
doft thou mean, by ** honouring thy father 
And mother?^ 

Allowing them, an*t pleafe your honour, three half- 
, pence a day oat of my pay when they grew old. — 
And didft thou do that, 5rr//«/> faid ror/Vi.— -He did, 
indeed, replied my uncle Tohy. — Thpn, Trwir, (aid 
Y^rkh fprii^giog out of hU chair, and (taking the 
Corporal by the hand, thou art the bed commen- 
tator upon that part of the Decalogue \ and I honour 
'flice more for h. Corporal Trim, than if thou hadft a 
hand in the Talmud itfelf* 

T. SHANDT, T. III. C. 32* 
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HEALTH. 

O BLESSED health r thou art above all gold and 
treafuie; 'tis thou who enlargril the foul,^-^ 
and openeft all its powers to receive inflru^ion, and 
to relifh virtue, — He that has thee has little more to 
wilhYor! and he that is fo wretched as to want thde^ 
•—wants every thing with thee. 

T. SHAKDYt V. IIK C Z'^* 

. I J SOUTUDE. 






t ^74 y 



SOLITUDE, 

/CROWDED towns, and bufy focietics, may dc- 
^^ light the unthinking, and the gay^^-birtr folitudc 
is the beft nurfe of wifdom. 

In folltude the mind gains ftrength, and learns to 
Itan upon herfclf; in the world it fceks or accepts 
of a few treacherous fupports — the feigned compaf- 
iion of one — the flattery of a fecond'-.-the civilities 
of a third — the friendfhip of a fourth — they all de- 
ceive, and bring the mind back to retirement, rc- 
' flexion, and books. 

fcETTER LXXXIZ* 



FLATTERY. 

DELICIOUS eflence ! how refreihing art thou to 
nature! how ftrongly are all its powers and 
all its weakneffes on thy fide ! how fweetly doft thou 
mix with the blood, and help it through Ae* moft 
diificuU and tottuous paffages to the heart, 

6fiNT» JOURNEY, ?$.2lQr 
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FORGIVENESS. 

TnHE brave only know how to forgive; — it w 
"*• the moft refined and generous pitch of virtue 
human nature can arrive at. — Cowards have done 
good and kind actions*,— cowards have even fought, 
nay, fometimes, cvea conquered; but a coward never 
forgave. — ^It is not in his nature; — the power of do- 
ing it flows only from a ilrength and greatnefs of foul, 
confcious of its own force and fecurity, ^nd above 
the little temptations of refenting every fruitlefs at- 
tempt to interrupt its happinefs. 

SERMON XI !•• p. 24^ 

* Chriflian Herox 
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FAVOURS 

N returning favours, we a<fl differently from what 
we do in conferring them: in the one cafe we 
limply confider what is beft,: — in the other, what is 
moft acceptable. The reafon is, that we have, a right 
to a^ according to our own ideas of what will do the* 
party moft good, in the cafe where we bcflow a fa- 
vour; — but where we return one, we lofe this right, 
and. aft according to his conceptions, who ha*^ 

I ^ obliged^ 
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obliged us, and endeavour to repay in fuch a manner 
as we think it moil likely to be accepted in difcharge 
of tlie obligation. 

SERMON XI IX. r« 260» 



RUSTIC FELICITY. 

MANY are the iilent pleafnres of the honeft 
peafant; who rifcs cheerfully to his labour:— 
-look into his dwelling, — where the fcene of every 
JKappinefs chiefly lies : — he has the fame domeftic en- 
.dearments, — as much joy and comfort in liis children, 
jand as flattering hopes of their doing well, — to en« 
liven his hours and glad bis heart, as you could con* 
/elve in tl^e moft affluent flation.— And I make no 
doubt, in general, but if the true account of his joys 
and fufFcrings were to be balanced with thofe of his 
betters, — that the upftot would prove to be little more 
dian this, — that the rich man had the more meat,— 
but the poor man the better ftomach; the one bad 
more luxury,, — more able phyiicians to attend and fet 
him to rights ;— ^the other more health and foundnefs 
in his bones, and lefs occafion for their help ; — that> 
after thefe two articles betwixt thepi were balanced,—* 
in all other things they ftood upon a level : — that the 
fun (hines as warm,-»the air blows as frefh, — and 
the earth breathes as fragrant upon the one as the^ 
other : and that they have an equal fhare in all the 
iKautiQs 4ad jceai hK^xiefits of nature. ^ 

^£RM0N XLIV. F. l6Qit 

UIFFERENCK 
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DIFFERENCE IN MElST. 

"pOVERT Y, exile, lofs of fame or friends, the deatSr 
'^ of children, the deareil of alf pledges of a manV 
Iiappinefs, make not equal impreffions upon every 

temper. You will fee one man undergo, with 

fcarce the expence of a (ighy— what another, in thtf 
Httcrnefs of his foul, would go mourning for all hi» 
life long:— nay, ahafty word, or an unkind look, ta 
a foft and tender nature, will ftrike deeper than a 
fWord to the hardened and fenfele^. — If thofe re^ 
fledians hold true with regard to misfortunes,*— they 
are the fame with regard t& enjoy racnb :•— we aie, 
formed differently, — and have diflferent ta(le»^and per-r 
ception* of things; — by the force of hs^it, educa* 
tion, or a particular caft of mind,—- 4t happens that 
neither the ufe or poflefHon of the (ame enjoymenta 
and advantages, produce the fame h^pinefsand oon* 
tentment; — ^but that it difiers in eviry man aLxioft 
according to his temper and complexion: fo that the 
Iblf-fame happy accidents in life, which give rapturea 
to the choleric or faoguine man, fhalibc feceiv'ed witb 
indifference by the cold and phlegmatie ;r-<and £9 
oddly pesplexed sck the accounts of both humaa 
kappincfs and mH^ry ia this world, — that trifles^i^ 
light as air, (hall be able to make the hearts of fom« 
Bcn iipg &>t JQ7;^Hit the fiune tiaie duufc OEthcn» widk 

I5 Ml 
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real bleflings and advantages, without the power of 
ufing them, have their hearts heavy and difcon- 
tented. 

Alas! ]£ the principles of contentment are not 
within us the height of ftation or worldly gran- 
deur will as foon. add a cubit, to a man's ftature as to 
bis happiuefs,. 

»ERM. XtlV. F. 2^2i 
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AGAINST HASTY OPINION^ 

'TPHERE are numbers of circumftances whiclf 

-** attend every aflion of a man's life, which can 

never come to the knowledge of the world, — yet 

ought to be known, and well weighed, before fentencc 

with any. juftice can be pafled upon him.-: A man? 

may have dijfferent views, and a different fenfc oF 
things from what his- judges have ; and what he un* 
derftands and feels, and what paflles within him, may 
be a focret treafured up deeply there for^vpr.— A* 
man, .through bodily infirmity, or fomc complcxionat 
defeft, which perhaps is not in his power to corrcft# 
«ay be fubjed^ to inadvertence8,-«to fbrts, — ^and un» 
happy turns of temper; he may He open to fnare» 
he is not always aware of; or, through ignorance* 
and want of information and proper helps,- he may 
hbooi. in the dark .:^in all which c^fes hejasay.doA 
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ttiatiy tBings which are wrong fn themfelves; and yer 
be innocent; — ^at leaft an objed rather to be pitied, than' 
cenfored with feverity and ill-will.— Thefe are diffi-- 
cirities which Hand in every one's way in the forming a 
fodj^ment of the charaders of others. 

SERM. XLiv. p. 255. 
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V A N I T Y^ 

T TANITY bids all her fons be generous and brave,* 
^ and her daughters to be chafte and courteous.— 
But ,why do we want her inllrudions? A(k the-- 
comedian^ who is taught a part he ftels not. 

SERMON XVII. p. -4y;* 



AFFECTED HONESTY.- 

LOOK out of youT door,-— take notice of that- 
man: fee what difquieting, intriguing, and (hift-- 
iflg, he is content to go through, ^ merely' to be thought . 
a man of plain-deal: ng:-^three grains of honeliy" 
would fave him all this trouble — jdas! he has then i* 
not. 

SERMON XVII. Ft 45»» 
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AFFECTED PIETY. 

BEHOLD a fecond, tmder a (how of piety, hidmj 
the impmrities of a debauched life : — ^he is juft 
entering the hoofe of God: would he were more 
pure— or kfs pious : — but then he could not gain hU 
jpoihtr 



AFFECTED SANCTITY, 

OBSERVE a third going on almoft in the fame 
track, with what an inflexible fandlitude of de- 
portment he fc^ains himfelf a»4ie advances— every line 
in his face writes abftinence;— every ftride looks like n 
check upon his defires ; fee/^ befeech you, how he is 
cloak'd up with fermons, prayers, and facraments ; and 
fo bemufiied with the externals of religion, that he has 
not a hand to fpare for a wordly purpofe y — ^he has ar« 
inour at leail — ^Why does he put it on? ' Is there no 
ierving God without all thi» ? Mufl'the garb of reli- 
gion be extended is^ wide to the danger of its rending ? 
Yes truly, or it will not hide the feciet — and what ift 
^t {-—That the faint has no religion at aU« 

i»iDr p. Jfip 

OSTEN* 
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OSTENTATIOUS GENEROSITY. 
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UT here comes Generosity ; — giving — not 
to a decaj'cd artift— but to the arts and fci- 

cnces themfelves. Sec! — ^he halds not a chamber in 

the ivall apart for the proph.t; but whok fchools and 
colleges for thofe who come after. Lord I how they 
will magnify his name ! 'tis in capitals already ; the 
firft — ^thehigheft, in the gilded rent-roll of evesy hofpi* 
tal and afylum, 

—One honcft tear (hed in private over the unfortunate 
si worth it all. 

SEltM. XVII. P. 47* 



WIT AND JUDGMENT. 

T TOW cornea it to pafs, that your men of leaft luk 
"■•-*• are reported to be men of moil judgment ? * 
But mark> — ^I fay, reported to he — for it is no more, my 
dear Sirs« than a report, and which, like twenty others 
taken up every day upon truft, I maintain to be a vile 
and a malicious report into the bargain. 

I Jiate iet diflertations and above all things in- 

the world, 'tis one of the fillieil things in one of them, 
to darkea your hypothefis by placing a number of tall, 
opake words, one before another, in a right line, betwixt 
your own and your zeader'a c(mccption*Hvhen in att 
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Bkelihood, if you had looked about, you might haver 
ieen fomething (landing, or hanging up, which would 

have cleaned the point at once " for wRat hin- 

*' drance, hurt, or harm doth the laudable defire of 

knowledge bring to any man, even from a fot, a 

pot, a fool, a ftool, a winter mittain, a truckle for 
''a pulley, the lid of a goldfmith's crucible, an oil bot- 

** tie,, an old flipper, or a cane chair ?"— -I am this 

moment fitting uj>on one. Will you give me leave 
to illuftrate this affair of wit and judgment by the 

two knobs on the top of the back of it ; they 

are failened on^ you fee, with two pegs ftuck (lightly 
into two gimlet-holes, and will place what I have to fay. 
in fo clear a light, as to let you fee through the drift 
and meaning of my whole preface, as plainly as if 
every point and particle of it was made up of fun- 
beams. 

I enter now direftly upon the point,. 

Here ftands ivii — and there ft'ands jiidgmenty clo(e 
b^fide it, juft like the tiwo knobs I'm fpeaking.ofi 
upon the back of this felf-fame chair on which Iiam 
fitting. 

—You fee, they are the higheft and moft oma^ 
mental parts of its frame — as wit and judgment arc. 
of oun — and like them too, indubitably both made« 
and fitted to go together, in. order, aswc fay in all 

(iich cafes of duplicated cmbelli(hments /« an/wet*. 

€716 another* 

Now, for the fake of an experiment, and fioir Hj/^ 
dearer illuflrating this matter^et us for a' OKKDent, 






ftike ofT one" of thefe two curious ornaments (I care 
not which) from the point or pinnacle of the chair it 
now ftands on — nay, don't laugh at it, — but did you 
ever fee, in the whole conrfe of your lives, fuch a ri- 
diculous bufinefs as this has made of it ?^— Why, 'tis 
as miferable a fight as a fow with one ear ; and there 
is juft as much fenfe and fymmetry in the one as in 

the other : do— pray, get off your feats only to 

take a view of it ! — Now, would any man who valued 
his charafter a ftraw,. have turned a piece of work 
out of his hand in fuch a condition ?^— -nay, lay your 
hands upon your hesffts, and an^er this plain que^ 
tion. Whether this one fingle- knob,, which now ftandi 
here like a blockhead by itfdf, can fefve any purpofts 
upon earth, but to put one in mind of the want of the 
other ? — and let me farther afk, in cafe the chair was your 
own, if you would not in. your confciences think, ra- 
ther than be as it is,, that it would be ten> times* better 
without any knob at alh ? 

Now thefe two knobs or top ornaments of llie 

mind of man, which crown the whole entablature 
—being, as I faid,. wit and judgment, which of all 
otliers, as I have proved it, are the moft needful — ^ 
tfic moft priz'd — the moft calamitous to be withoutj, 
and confequently the hardeft to come at— for all thefe 
leafons put together, there- is not a* mortal among us) 
fo deftitute of a love of good fame or feeding— or fy 
ignorant of what will do him good therein — ^who doet 
not wifti and fteadfaftly refolve in his owa mind, to 
hfi, ot to. be diou^ht at leaft> mailer oC theon^ o» 
V ^, th&. 



the other, and indeed of both ef them, if the thing 
(eems^ any way fcaftble^ or likely to be bfought w 
pafs. 

Now your graver gentry having little orno kind of 
chance in aiming at the one*— unlefa they lay hold of 

the other ,^ ?^^y» ^^^^ ^^ 7^^ think would become 

of them ? — Why, Sirs, in fpite of all their gr^vitiup 
they muft e'en have been contented to have gone 

with their infides naked: this was not to be 

borne, but by an efibrt of philofophy not to be fup- 
pofed in the cafe we are upon — fo that no one could 
well have been angry with them, had they been fatis* 
fied with what little they could have fnatched up and fe- 
creted under their cloaks and great periwigs, had they 
not raiff d a hue and cry at the fame time againft the law* 
ful owners. 

I need not tell your worihips, that this was donr 
with fo much cunning and artifice — that the great 
LoiJiey who was feldom outwitted by falfe founds—* 
was neverthelef* bubbled here* The cry, it feems, 
was fo deep and folemn a one, and what with the 
telp of great wigs, grave fices, and other implement* 
of deceit, was rendered fo general a one againft the 
floor fwits in this matter, that the philofopher himlbtf 
was deceived by it — it was his glory to free the world 
from the lumber of a thoufand vulgar errors; bol 
this was not of the number ; fo that inftead of fitting 
down coolly, as fuch a philofopher (hould have doney 
to have examined the matter of fact before he f^* 
lofophi&d upoa it—- oa ik^ Qoo^asu^t. be took ths faiA 

for 



for granted, and (b joined in with the ciy, and haUoo'J 
it as boiflerouily as the reft* 

This iias been the Magna Charta of ftupidity ever 

fince but your teverences plainly fec^ it has been 

obtaiiied in fuch a manner, that the title to it is not 
worth a groat : — which, by the bye, is one of the many 
and vik impofitions which gravity and grave folks have 
to anfwei for hereafter* 

As for great wigs, upon which I may be thought 
to have (poken my mind too freely — I beg leave to 
qualify whatever has been ungual dedly faid to their 
difpraife or prejudice, by one general declaration — -^ 
That I have no abhorrence whatever, nor do I deteil 
and atjure either ^reat wigs or long beards, any f/su:* 
tber than when I fee they are befpoke and let grow 
on purpofe to carry on this fdf-fame impofture— -fqr 
any purpofo- — ^pcacc be with dwfpil— r^jT nwufK 
only.— 

I write not for them* 

T. SHAMDY, VOL^ Uv CHAP* T^jL 



OPINION. 

"T II rE arc perpetually in fuch engagements and 
^ ^ fituations, that 'tis our duties to fp^ak what 
our opinions are — ^but God forbid that tUis Ihould 
ever be done but from its beft motive — the fenfe pf 
what is due to virtue, governed by difcretion and 
the otmoft &Uow-feding r were we to go on other* 
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wifcj beginning with the great broad cloak of hypocriijv 
and fo down through all its little trimmings and facings, 
rearing away without mercy all that looked feeiiily,— 
we fhould leave but a tatter'd world of it. 

8ERM, XVII. P.50r 



D E F A"M A T I O N. 

T\OES humanity clbtfie and educate the unknown 

•*"^ orphan? Poverty, thou haft no genealogies: 

—See I is he not the father of the child ? Thus io 
we rob heros of the belt part of their glory — their vir- ' 
tue. Take away the motive of the ad, you take away ' 
all that is worth having in it ; — wreft it to ungenerous • 
ends, you toad the virtuous man who did it with-in- 
famy :— undo it all— I bcfcech you, give him back his 
honour, — reftore the jewel you have taken from him-* 
replace him in the eye of the world—* 
It is too late* 

XBZD. r. 52» 



RELIGION. 

^ I ^HERE a»e no principles but thofe of religion to 
•*• be depended on in cafes of real difl reft ; and thefe 

• 

are able -to encounter the v/orfl emergencies, and to bear 
us "p, under all the changes and chances to which our 
life is fubjeft*. 

ELOQUENOfc 

■ * * 

_^ • 

■ ■-- t 
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E L O QJJ E N C E, 

/^ REAT is the power of eloquence ; but never Is 
^^ it fo great as when it pleads along with nature^ 
and the culprit is a child ftrayed from his duty, and re- 
turned to it again with tears, 

SBRM. XX. p. IOJ0 



G E N E R O S^I T Y. 

/^ ENEROSITY forrowg as much for the ovcrmatch- 
^^ cd, as Pity hcrfelf does. 

IBIDr 



CORPORAL TRIM'S DEHNITION OF RADI. 
CAL HEAT AND MOISTURE. 

T INFER, an' picafe your worlhip, replied Trfm, 
^ that the radical moifture is nothing in the world 
but ditch-water — and that the radical heat, of thofe 
who can go to the expence of it, is burnt brandy— 
the radical heat and moifture of a private man, an* 
pleafe your honours, is nothing but ditch-water — and 
a diBm of geneva— and give us but enough of* it, 
with a pipe of tobacco, to give us fpirits, and drive 
away the vapours— we know not what it is to fear 
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I am at a lofs^ Captain Shandy, quoth^DoAof 5&/j 
to determine in which branch of learning your fep 
rant (hines moil, whether in phyfiology, or divinity, 
'^Slop had not forgot Tri?ni comment upon the fcr 
inon. 

It is but an hour ago, replied Toriik, fiiice the Cor 
poral was examined in the latter, and pals*d muftc 
with great honour. 

The radical heat and moifturc, quoth Doftor Slo} 
turning to my £»tbQr> you muft know^ is .thjC hsS^Xi^ 
foundation of our being — as the root of a tree is tb 
fource and principle of its vegetation, it ia inhcrcr 
in the feeds of all animals, and noiay be prefew^ 
fundry ways, but principally in my opijiioQ by rot 
JkhfiantiaU, imprimentSf and occludents. N o 

this poor fellow, continued Dodlor Slop, pointing i 
thie Cp.xppjralj bits had the xni^sfortftDe to hiiyf heai 
fome fuperficia! empiricf difcourfe upon this ni 
.point..— I.— Thfit he ha5>-4aid my father.-— i- — ^Ve 
likely, faid ;ny uncle.-*, — .— I'm furc ^f it, quo 

T» SHANDY, TOU 1 1 1*. CH^^. 4 



SOCIETY. 

NOTWITHSTANDING att we meet wvSk 
books, in many of which,, no doubt, tbefici 
a good many handfome things faid upon the fweets 
retirement* &c* — ^yet (UU *^ it U not good for fmrn H 

Jam 
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' nor can sSl w^kb the cold-hearted pedant ftuns 
•% with upon the fubjec^« ever give one anfwer of 
^on t& the mind ; in the midft of the loudeft 
ngs of philofophy. Nature will have her yearnings 
iety and friendlhip ; — a good heart wants fome 
to be kind to— and the beft parts ef our blood> 
se pureft of our fpirits, fufier mod under the 
tion. 

the torpid MonH feek heaven comfortlefs and 
——God fpeed him! For my own part, I fear, 
lid" nevrr fo find the way : let me be wife and 
3US — ^but let me be man : wherever thy Provi- 

places me, or whatever be the road I take to 
• thee-^ve me fome companion in my joumeyt 
only to remark to, how our (hadows lengthen as 
n goes down ; — ^to whom I may fay. How frelh is 
cc of Nature ! How fwect the flowers of the field i 
delicious ace thefe fruits 1 

SERMON XVXII. F. 60» 






DISSATISFACTION* 

TY the men whofe natural ,pleafurc8 are bur- 
MS, and who fly from joy (as thefe fplenetic and 
& fouk do} as if it was really an evil in itfelf. 

SE&MOKXXII.P. I4J^« 

SORROW 
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SORROW AND HEAVINESS OF HEART, 

IF there is an evil in this world, 'tis forrow and 
heavinefs of heart — The lofs of |;oods,— of health,'' 
of coronets and mitres, are only evils as they occafion 
forrow ;— take that out — the reft is fancy, and dwelleth 
only in the head of man. 

Poor unfortunate creature that he is ! as if ^e caufes 
of anguilh in the heart were not enow — but he muft 
fill up the meafure with thofe of caprice; and not only 
walk in a vain fhadow,— but difquiet himfelf in vain 
too. 

We are a reftlefs fet of beings ; and as we are likely 
to continue fo to the end of the world, — the beft we can 
do in It, is to make the fame ufe of this part of our cha- 
radex, which wife men do of other bad propenlities— 
when they find they cannot conquer them, — they en- 
deavour, at leaft, to divert them into good channels. 
If therefore we muft be a folicitous race of felf-tor- 
mc-i tors,— let us drop the common objeds which raafce 
us fo,— — and for God's fake be folicitous only to live 
«velit 

^IRMON XXIX, p. I45« 
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HOOTED .OPINION JNOT EASILY 
ERADICATED. 

jrCiW difficult you will find it to convince a mi- 
"^ ferly heart, that any thing is good which is not 
ofitablc! or a libertihe one, that any thing is bad, 
hich is pleaiant! 

SERMON XXIII. p. i6j« 



DEATH. 

» 

T'HERE. are many inftances of men, who Tiave 

received the news of ueath with the greatelt eafe of 

nind, and even entertained the thoughts of it with 

iiniles upon their countenances ; and this, either 

^rom ftrength of fpirits and the natural chetrfulnefs 
^f their temper,— -or that, they knc v the world, and 
cared not for it — or, expelled a better-— yet thoufands 
of good men, with ail the helps c f philofophy, and 
againft all the aflurances of a weU-fpeni life, that the 
cbange muft be to their account,-— upon ihe appr ach 
of death have iHll leanM \ov» ards this world, and 
'vanted fpirits and refolutionto bear the (hock of a fepa*. 
fauoa.&om it for evei:. 

SERMON XVI 1 1. P. 37. 

SORROW, 
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SORROW. 

O WEET is the look of forrow for an offence* ia a 
*^ heart determined never to commit it more I— 
upon that altar only could I ofier up my wrongs. 

SE&M. XVIII. p«64* 



SIMPLICITY. 

C IMPLICITY is the great fHend to nature ; and if 
^ I would be proud of any thing in this filly world, 
it fliould be of thi^ honeft alliance. 

SERMON XXIV. F. l87f 



COVETOUSNESS. 

'l X) know truly what it is, we muft know what 
mafters it ferves ; — they are mnny, and of varidtis 
cafts and humoun, — and each one lends it fomething of 
its own complexional tint and chamber. 

This, I fuppofey may bethecaufe that there is a great- 
er and more whimfical myftery in the lov^ oT money, 
than in the darkeft and* moft nonfenfical problem that i 

ever was pored on* 

Even 
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Eveft at the beft, and when the paffion feems tjv 
feek fomething more than its own amufement, — ^therc 
is little— very little, I fear, to be faid for its humanity. 
—It may be a fportlo the mifer, — ^but confider, — ^it 
moil be death and defh-udlion to otheri .-^The mo« 
ment this fordid humour begins to govem--^farewdi 
all honefl and natural affejflion ! farewell, all he owes 
to parents, to children, to friends! — ^how faft the 
obligations vanifh! fee — he is now fbipped of all 
feelings whatever: the flirill cry of juHice— and the 
low lamentation pf humble diibefs, are notes equalljp: 
beyond his compafs.— Eternal God! fee!-4i(r 
paifes by one whom thou haH juA bruifed, without 
one penfive refledUon : — he enters the cabin of tho 
widow whofe hufband and child thou haft taken to 
thyfelf,— exads his bond, without a figh ! — ^Heaven ! 
if I am to be tempted, — ^let it be by glory, — by ambi« 
Uon,-^by fome generous and manly vice :-— if I muft 
fall, let it be by fome paffion which thou haft planted 
in my nature, which (hall not harden my heart, but 
leave me room at laft to retreat and come back ta 
thee I 

• SBRMON XIX. 9. 8l« 
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HUMILITY. 

HE that is little in his own eyes, is little too m his 
.defires, and confequentiy moderate in his par* 
fuit of then : like another man^ he may fail in his 
attempts, and lofe the point he dlmcd at ;*— hut that is 
all,— he iofes not himfeliT,—- he lofes not his happi- 
nefs and peace of mind Kith it :-— «ven the conten- 
tions of the humble man are mild and placid.-—— 
Ble/Ted charadlers ! when fuch a one is thruft back, 
who does not pity him ? when he falls, who would 
not flretch out a band to raife him up ? 

SERM.XXV. p. i95« 



PATIENCE AND CONTENTMENT. 

T> ATIENCE and Contentment,— which, like the 
*** treafure hid in the field, for which a man fold all 
he had to purchafe-x-is of that price that it cannot be 
had at tqp great a purchafe, fince without it the beft 
irondition in life cannot make us happy,— -and with 
it, it is impoflible wc ihould be miferabie even in the 
worfl. 

SERMON XV. P. ]6. 



HUMILITY 
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HUMIOTY CONTRASTED WITH ?KlDt. 

T X yTH^N we rcfled upon the charadcr of Humility^ 
^ ^ — ^we are apt to think it ftands the moft naked 
and defencelefs of all virtues whatever>*-the leaft 
eble to fupport its claims againU the infolent antago* 
nift who feems ready to l>ear him down, and all op* 
pofition which fuch a temper can make. 

Now> if we confider him as (landing alone,— -no 
doubt, in fuch a cafe, he will be overpowered and 
trampled upon by his oppofer ;— but if we coniider 
the meek and lowly man, as he is-»fenced and guarded 
by the love, the friendihip and wifhes of all man- 
kind,— that the other Hands alone, hated, difcounte- 
nanced, without one true friend or hearty well- 
wiflier on his fide : — ^when this is balanced, we (hall 
have reafon to change our opinion, and be convinced 
tliat the humble man, fh-engthened with fuch an al- 
liance, is far from being fo overmatched as at firfl 
fight he may appear ;— nay, I believe one might ven- 
ture to, go further, and engage for it, that in all fuch 
cafes where real fortitude and true per(3hal courage 
were wanted, he is much more likely to give proof of 
it, and I would fooner look for it iii fuch a temper 
than in that of his adverfary. Pride may make a man 
violent, — ^but Humility will make him firm: — and 
which of the two, do you think, likely to come off 
with honour ?•— he who adls from the changeable im^ 

K 2 puUe 
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pulfe of heated blood, and follows the uncert^ mo- 
tions of his pride and fury ;— or the man who ftands 
cool and colleded in himfelf ; — who governs his re- 
fentments, inftead of being governed by them, and 
on every occafion a6ls upon the fteady motives of 
principle and duty ? 

SERM. XXV. p. 193, 

WITH regard to the provocations and offences, 
which are unavoidably happening to a man in his 
conoimerce with the world, t ake it as a rule, as a 
man*s pride is,-^fo is always his difpleafure ; as the 
opinion of himfelf rifes, — fo does the injury, — fo 
does his refentment: 'tis this which gives edge and 
force to the inilrument which has ilruck him,— and 
excites that heat in the wound which renders it incu- 
»ble. 

See how different the cafe is with the humble man : 
one half of thefe painful conflids he adlually efcapes ; 
the other part fall lightly on him : — ^he provokes no 
man by 'contempt; thrufls himfelf forward as the 
mark of no man's envy ; fo that he cuts off the firft 
fretful occafions of the greateft part of thefe evils; 
and for thofe in which the paifions of others would 
involve him, like the humble fhrub in the valley, 
gently gives way, and fcarce feels the injury of thofe 
fiormy encounters which rend the proud cedar» and 
tear it up by its roots. 

SERMON XXT. P. ipO. 

PRTOE. 
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F R I D E. 

T^HE proud nfiaiT, — ^fee!— he is fore all ovefr 
-^ touch him — you put him to pain ; and though 
of all others, he ads as if every mortal was void of 
fenfe and feeling, yet is poflelTed with fo nice and ex- 
quilitca one himfelf, that the flights, the little rieg- 
Ici^s and inflances of difefleem, which would be 
fcarce felt by another man, are perpetually wounding 
himi and oft times piercing him to the very heart. 

SERMON XXiy. F. 174. 

Pride is a vice which grows up in fociety fo infen- 
fibly, — fteals in unobferved upon the heart upon fb 
many occafiops; — forms itfelf upon fuch ftrange pre- 
tentions, and when it has done> veils itfelf under 
/uch a variety of unfufpedled appearances^ — ^ibmetimes 
even under that of Humility itfelf; — in all which 
cafes. Self-love, like a falfe friend, inftead of check- ^ 
ing, moft treacheroufly feeds this humour ,-^oints 
out fome excellence in every foul to make him vain^ 
and think more highly of himfelf than he ought to 
think ; — that upon the whole, there is no one weak- 
nefs into which the heart of man is more eaiily be- 
trayed — or which requires greater helps of good fenfe 
and good principles to guard againft. 

SERMON xxiv. F. 177. 
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O God! *what is man!'^e*ven a tifing of nought'^Zr 
poor, infirm, mifcrable, fhort-lived creature, that 
paflTes away like a fiiadow, and is hailening ofF the 
ihige, where the theatrical titles and diftindtions, and 
the whole mafic of pride which he has worn for a day 
will fall oiF, and leave him naked as a negledted flave. 
Send forth your imagination, I befeech you, to view 
the lafl fcene of the greateft and proudeft who ever 
, awed and governed the world-r-See the empty va- 
pour difappeai-ing 1 one of the arrows of mortality 
this moment fticks faft within him : fee— it forces out 
his life, and freezes his blood and fpirits. 

Approach his bed of ftate — ^lift up th« curtain— 
jregard a moment with filence 

Are thefe cold hands and pate lips, all that are left 
of him who was canoniz'd by his own pride, or made 
a god of by his flatterers ? 

O my foul ! with what dreams haft thou been be- 
witched ? how haft thou been deluded by the objeds 
thou haft fo eagerly grafped at ? 

If thi^s refte^lion frocn the natural imperfedtions of 
man, which he cannot remedy, does neverthelefs 
ftrike a damp upon human pride, much more muft 
the confiderations do fo, which arife from the wilful 
depravations of his nature. 

Survey yourfelves a few moments in this Kght— 
behold a difobedient, ungrateful, untra£bble, and dif* 
orderly fet of creatures, going wrong feven times a 
diay, — ailing fpmetimes every hour of it againft your 
own Qonvi^ons— your own interefts, and the inten* 



£o6s of year God, who wills and porpoies nothugf 
but your happinefs and profperity— -•— What reafon 
does this view furnifh you for pride ? how many 
does it fugged to mortify and make you afhamed ?-^ 
Well might the fon of Syrach fay, in that farcaltical 
remark of his upon it. That pride tuas not made for man 
for fome purpofe, and for fomc particular beings, 
the pafiion might have been fhaped — ^but not for him 
—fancy it where you will, 'tis no where fo improper 
—'tis in no creature fo unbecoming— 

But why fo cold an aiTent to fo incontefted a truth ? 
Perhaps thou haft reafons to be proud; — for 
Heaven's fake let us hear them — ^Thou haft the advan-> 
tages of birth and title to'boaft of— or thou ftandeft: 
in the funlhine of court favour— or thou haft a large 
fortune— or great talents— or much learning— or nai 
turc has beftowed her graces upon thy perfon — fpeak 
—on which of thefe foundations haft thou raifed thiv 
fanciful ftru£ture ? Let us examine them* 
• Thou art well bom : — then truft me, 'twill pollute 
no one drop of thy blood to be humbler humility 
calb no man down from his rank>-— divefts not princea 
of their titles ; it is like what the clear-ob/cure is in 
painting ; it makes the hero ftep forth in the canvas, 
and detaches his figure from the group in which he 
would otherwiie ftand confounded for ever. 

If thou art rich— ^hen fhew the greatnefs of thy 
fortune— or what is better, the greatnefs of thy foul, 
in the meekneis of thy converfation; condefcend.to 
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men of low eftate*— fupport the diftrcflcd, and pa- 
tronize the negledled.— Be great; but let it be iii 
coniidering riches as they are, as talents committed t» 
an earthen <vejfel — ^That thou art but the recei'ver, — ^and 
that to be obliged and to be vain too, — ^is but the old 
folecifm of pride and beggary, which, though they of- 
ten meet, — yet ever make but an abfurd fociety. 

If thou art powerful in intereft, and ftandeft deified 
by a fervile tribe of dependants, — ^why ftiouldfl thou 
be proud, — ^becaufe they are hungry? — Scourge me 
fuch fycophants ; they have turned the heads of thou- 
fands as well as thine — 

But 'tis thy own dexterity and ftrength which have 
gained thee this eminence: — allow it; but art thou 
proud, that thou ilandefl in a place where thou art 
the mark of one man's envy, another man's malice, 
or a third man's revenge, — where good men may be 
ready to fufpedl thee, and whence bad men will be 
ready to pull thee down ? I would be proud of no- 
thing that is uncertain: Haman was fo, becaufe he 
was admitted alone to queen Eftberh banquet ; and 
the diftinftion raifed him, — but it was fifty cubits 
higher than he ever dreain'd or thought of. • 

Let us pafs on tp the pretences of learning, &c. &c» 
If thou haft a little, thou wilt be proud of it in coorfe : 
if thou haft much, and good fenfe along with it* 
there will be no reafon to difpute againft the paffion: 
a beggarly parade of remnants is but a ferry objed of 
pride 4t the beft>*«-but more fo, when we can cry 



eat upon It, as the poor man did 6£ his hatcHeV 
jilas ! mafiefy far it ivas borro'wed^m 

It is treafon to fay the fame of Beauty,— ^whatever 
we do of the arts and ornaments with which Pride is 
wont to fet it off ; the wcakeft minds are moft caught 
with. both ; being ever glad to win attention and cre*^ 
dit from fmsdl and flender accidents, through diiabilit/ 
of porchaimg them by better means. 

SBRM^ XXIV. P. V%Zr 
• II. Kings, vi. 5. 
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Mr. SHANDY'S BED OF JUSTICE. 

• 

'T'HE ancient Goths of Germany^ who (the feamecf 
CluiHrius is pofitive) were firft feated in thor 
country between the Viftula and the Oder^ and wha 
afterwards incorporated the Hercule, the Bugians^ antf 
fome other Vandallic clans to 'em, — had all of them^ 
a wife cullom of debating every thing of importance* 
to their fiate, .twice; that is,— once drtaik and once 
ibber: ■ Drunk— that their councils might not 

Want vigotu- :— — and fober— that they might not 
Want difcretion. 

Now my father being entirely a water-drinker, ■ ■ 
was a long time gravelled almofl to death, in turning^ 
Ab as mush to iiis advantage, as he did ever; ot)ier 
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thing, which the ancients did or faid ; and it was not 
tfll the feventh year of his marriage> after a thoufand 
ftuitlefs experiments and devices, that he hit upon an 
ex{>edient. which anfwered the purpofe ; and that was, 
when any diiEcult and momentous point was to be fet* 
tied in the family, which required great fobriefey>- and 
great fpirit too, in its determination,— —he fixed and 
fet apart the firfl Sunday night in the month, and the 
Saturday night which, injmediately preceded it, to ar- 
ffucit QVtT^ in bed J with my mother : by which con- 
trivance, if you coniider, Sir> with yourfelf, * * 



m. «. m^ w w • •*• 

Thefe, my father, humoroufly enough, called his 
ifeds ofjufiice ;— for from the two different' connfels 
taken in thefe two different humours,, a middle one was 
generally found out, which touched the point of wis- 
dom as well,' as if he had gqt drunk and fober a hun» 
dred times. 

It mu^ not be made a fccret of to the world, that this 
ftnfwtrs full as well in literary difcuifions, as either ia 
military or conjugal ; but it is not every author that, 
can try the experiment as the Gothu and FandaU did. 
it— or, if he tan,, may it be always for his body's 
health ; and to do it> as my father did it>— -am I fuiu 
it would be always for hi» foal's« 

My way is thi&:— »- 



fnall mcc and ticklifli difcufllons,— (of wfiiich/Hea-r 
^en knows, there are bat too many in my book),— » 
where I find I cannot take a ftep without the danger 
of having either their worftiips or their reverences upon 
my back — ^I write one half/«//,— and t*other/afiJng ;. 

■■ ■ or write it all full, — and correal it falling ; 

or write it fafiing,— and corredt it full^ for they all 
come to the fame thing So that with a lefs varia- 

tion from my father's plan, than my father's from the 
Gothic — I feel mjrfelf upon a par with him in his 
firft bed of juftice, — ^and no way inferior to him in 
his fecond.— — Thefe different and almoft irreconcile- 
able efFefts, flow uniformly from the wife and wonder- 
ful mechanifm of nature,— of which,— be hers the 
honour.— All that we can do, is to turn and work the 
machine to the improvement and better manufadory 
of the arts and fciences.*— 

Now, when I write full, — I write as if I was nev^r 
to write fafting again as long as I live ; — that is, I writ 
free from the cares as well as the terrors of the world* 
—I count not the number of my fears, — ^nor does my* 
fancy go forth into dark entries and bve comers to an- ^ 
tedate my flabs.— In a word, my pen takes its 
ceorfe ; and I write on as much from the fullneii of 
my hearty as my ftomach i 

But wheny an' pleafe your honours, I fndite fafHng, 
'tis a different hiftory. — ^I pay the world all poflible 
attention and refped,^— <^and have as great a (haoe 
(whilfl it lafts) of that nnderflrapping virtue of dif^ 
cretiofij as the befl of you.— So that betwixt both, I 
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write a carelefs kind of a civil, nonfcnfical, good-Eir* 
moured, Shandean book, which will do all your heart* 

good^ 

And all your heads too,— -provided you onder-r 



fiand it. 

We ftiould begin, faid*xny father, turning himfelf 
!half round in bed, and fhifting his pillow a little to- 
wards my mother's, as he opened to debate- ■ We 
fiiould begin to think, Mrs. Shandy^ of patting thi» 
boy into breeches.* 

We fhould fo, — faid my mother.— —We defer it^ 
my dear, quoth my father, ihamefnlly.- 

I think we do, Mr. Shandy faid my mother. 

—Not but the child looks extremely well, faid 
my father, in his veils and tunicks. 

He does look very well in them,-Hrcplied my 
mother. 

And for that reafon it would be almoft a fin, 
added my father, to take him out of 'em.—— 

■ ft would fo, — faid my mother. — But indeed he 
is growing a very tall lad, — rejoin'd my father. 

H e is very tall for his age, indeed, — ^faid my 
mother. 

1 can not (making two fyllables of it) ima- 



gine, quoth my father, who the deuce he takes after.— 

I cannot conceive, for my life, — faid my mother.-* 

Humph !— faid my father. 

(The dialogue ceafed for a moment.) 

—I am very fhort myfelf,— continued my fktlierf 
gmvely* 

Vo» 



( 205 ) 

You are very fhort, Mr. Shandy, '^hid my mother^ 

Humph ! quoth my father to himfclf, a fccond time t 
in muttering^ whkh^ he plucked his pillow a little 
further from my mother's,— and turning about again^ 
there was an end of the debate for three minutes and a 
half. 

W hen he gets thefe breeches made, cried my 
lather, in a higher tone, he'll look like a beail in 'em. 

He will be very aukward in them at iirfl, replied my 
Blether. 

And twill be lucky, if that's the worft on't, 

added my father. 

It will be very lucky, anfwered my mother. 

I fuppofe, replied my father, — making fome pauft 
firft, — ^he'li be exa£Uy like other people's children. 

ExadHy, fdd my mother. 

■ Though I fliould be forry for that, added my 
father ; ard fo the debate {topped again. 

■ T hey fliould be of leather, faid my father/ 



turning him about again. 

They will laft him, faid my mother, the longeft. 

But he can have no linings to 'em> replied my fa- 
ther.———— 

He cannot, faid my mother, 

'Twere better to have them of fuflian, quoth my 
father. 



Nothing can be better, quoth my mother. 
——Except dimity, replied my father ;— 'Tis beft of 
a]l> — replied my mother. 
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Ine mufl: not give him his deaths howevef,^^ 
interrupted my father. 

By no means, faid my mother i — and fo the 
dialogue flood ftill again» 

I am reiblved, however, quoth nry father, breaks 
xng filence the fourth time, tie fhall have no pockets u»- 
diem.— — 

T here is no occafion for any,^ (aid my mo- 



tiier.- 



I mean in his coat and waiftcoat,— cried my father^ 
—I mean fo too, — ^replied my mother. 

Though if he gets a gig or top Poor 

fouls ! it is a crown and a fcepter to them,— they 

ihould have where to fecure it. ■ 

Order it a& you pleafc, Mr. Shandy ^ replied my 

mother. 



B ut dont you* thmk it right? added my 
father, preffing the point home to her. 

PerfedUy, faid my mother, if it pleafes you, Mr. 
Shandy, 



———There's for you I cried my father, lofing 

temper Pleafes me ! -You never will dif- 

tinguifti, Mrs. Shandy ^ nor Ihall I ever teach you ta 
do it, betwixt a point of pleafure and a point of con- 
venience.— —This was on the Sunday night;—' 
and further this chapter fayeth not. 

T«.8HANDY> VOL* IXI^ CSAP.6o« 
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BEAUTY. 

T^BAtlTY has fo many charms, one knows not 
-*-^ how to fpeak againft it;, and when it happens, 
diat a graceful figure is the habitation of a. virtuous 
foul, when the, beauty of the face fpeaks out the mo- 
deity and humility of the mind, and the jufhiefs of the- 
proportion raifes our thoughts up to the heart and wif- 
dom of the great Creator, fomething may be adloww 
ed it i-— and fomething to the embellifhments which iet 
k off;— and yet^ when the whole apology is read, — ^it 
will be found at lafl, that Beauty, like Truth, never is. 
fo glorious as when it goes the. plaineft. 

■ 

SERM. XXIV. P. lS^» 
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WISDOM.. 

T ESSONS of Wifdom have never fuch power over 
-■— ' U8> as when they are wrought into the heart 
through the ''ground-work of a ftory which engages 
the paffions : Is it that we are like iron, and mufl firil 
be heated befove w& caa he wrought upon ? or>, is the 

beaft 
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heart fo in love with deceit, that where a* true report 
will not reach it, we mufl cheat it with a fable, in or- 
der to come at the truth ? 

8ERM. XX. p. 95« 
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HUNGER. 

OF all the terrors ©f nature; that of one day or 
other dying by hunger, is the greateft ; and ic 
is wifely wove into our frame to awaken man to in- 
4iiftry, and call forth his talents ; and though we 
feem to go on carelefsly, fporting with it as we do^ 
with other terrors, — ^yer, he that fees this enemy fairly, 
and in hTs mofl frightful ihape, will need no long re- 
monilrance to make ham turn out of the way to avoid 
him* 

S«RM* XX. P. 9^* 



D I S T R E S Sv 

NOTHING fo pofwerfidly calls home Ac imnff 
as difbefs : the tenfe fibre then rela^eS i the 



tovi retires to kfdf/«^£t8 peafirc mi fufceptiUe of 
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right impreffions : If we have a. friend, 'tis then we 
think of him ; if a benefaftor, at that moment all his 
kindneiTes prefs upon our mind. 

SER.M. XX. p. 97« 



Mr. SHANDY'S LETTER TQ HIS BROTHER 

ON LOVE. 

My dear brother To6y, 

T Tl THAT I am going to fay to thee, is upon the 
^ ^ nature of women, and of love-making to. 
them ; and perhaps it is as well for thee — though not 
io well for me— -that thou hall occafion for a letter q£ 
infhiidions upon that head, and that I am able to write 
it to thee. 

Had it been the good pleafure of him who difpofes 
of our lots— and thou no fufFerer by the knowledge, I 
had been well content that thou Ihould'ft have 
dipp'd the pen this moment into the ink, inftead of 

myfelf J but that not being the cafe Mrs. 

Shaniiy being now clofe beiide me, preparing for bed 
-i— I have thrown together without order, and juft as 
they have come into my mind, fuch hints and docu- 
ments as I deem may be of ufe to thee ; intending in 
this to give thee a token of my love ; not doubting, 

my 
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my dear fofy, of the manner in which it will 6e ac*- 
cepted. 

In the firft place, with regard to all which concerns 
Tcligion in the affair— though I perceive, from a 
glow in my cheek, that I blufh as I begin to fpeak to 
thee upon the fubjedl, as well knowings notwith- 
Aanding thy una^eficd fecrecy, how few of its offices 
thou negleftefl— yet I would remind thee of one (dur- 
ing the continuance of thy courtihip) in a particular 
manner, which I wotdd not have omitted ; acnd that 
is, never to go forth upon the cnterprize, whether it 
be in the morning or the afternoon, without firfl re- 
commending thyfelf to the prote^on of Almighty God,, 
that he may defend thee from the evil one* 

Shave the whole top of diy crown dean once at 
leaft every four or five days, but oftener if conve- 
nient ; left in taking off thy wig before her> through 
abfence of mind> (he (hould be able to difcover how 
much has been cut away by Time— -how much by 
STr/w. 

— -Twere better to keep ideas of baldnefs out of 
her fimcy. 

Always carry it in thy mind, and adt upon if, as a 
fure maxim, To^j;— 

" nat ivomen are timfd :^ And 'tis well they are— ^ 
dfe there would be no dealing with them. 

Let not thy breeches be too tight, or hang too loofc 
about thy thighs, like the trunk hofe of our anceftors, 

«s— A juH medium prevents aU concluffons. 

Whatever 
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Whatever Aou haft to fay, be it more or lefs j forget 
not to utter it in a low, foft tone of voice. Silence, 
and whatever approaches it, weaves dreams of mid* 
night fecrecy into the brain. For this caufe, if thou 
can'ft help it, never throw down the tongs and 
poker. 

Avoid all lands of p{eafantry and facetioufnefs m 
thy difcourfe with her, and do whatever lies in thy 
power at the fame time, to keep from her all book& 
and writings which tend thereto : there are fome de- 
votional trafb, which if tliou canft entice her to read 
over — ^it will be well : but fuiFer. her not to look aU^ 
Rabelais, or Scarron, or Don ^ixote^-^ 

—They are all books which excite laughter ; and 
thou knoweftj dear Toby, that there is no paflion fo fe- 
riotts as lufl^. 

Stick a pin in the boibm of thy Aiirt, before thots: 
entereft her parlour. 

And if thou art permitted to fit upon the fame 
fopha with her, and (he gives thee occaiion to lay thy 
hand upon hers— beware of taking it— thou canft not 
lay thy hand on hers, but fhe will feel the temper of 
thine. Leave that and as many other things as thou 
can'ft, quite undetermined ; by fo doing, thou wDt 
have her cuiioficy eo thy fide; and if fhe is not 
conquered by that,, and- thy Assb continues ftill kick- 
ing, which there is greatreafon lo fuppofc— Thou muft 
begin, with firft loling rf few ounces of blood below 
Uie ears^ according to the prance of the ancient 

Scjtlnafi^^ 
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Scythians i who cured the moft intemperate fits of tfic 
appetite by that means. 

ji'vicenna, after this^ is for having the part anoint- 
ed with the fyrrup of hellebore, ufmg proper evacua- 
tions and purges— and, I believe, rightly. But thou 
muft eat little or no goat's flefti, nor red deer— nor 
even foal's flefti by any means ; and carefully abftain 

that is, as much as thou can'il, from peacocks, 

cranes, coots, didappers, and water-hens. 

As for thy drink — I need not tell thee, it muft b« 
the infufion Vervain, and the herb- H a n i a , of which 
Mtian relates fuch elFefts— but if thy ftomach palli 
with it — difcontinue it from time to time, taking cu/ 
cumbers, melons, purilane, water-lilies, woodbine, anc 
lettuce, in the fteadof them. 

There is nothing further for thee, which occus&tt 
me at prefent. 

— Unlefs the breaking out of a frefh war— S< 
wiftiing every thing, dear Tohy^ for the beft, 

I reft thy afte^onate brother, 

Walter Shandy 



IMPOSTURE. 

WHAT a problematic fet of creatures does fimu- 
lation make us ! who would divine tha: 
that anxiety and concern, fo vifible in . the airs of one 

hall 
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lialf of diat great aflembly, fliould arife from nothing 
elfe, but that the other half of it may think them to 
be men of confequence, penetration> parts, and con« 
dudl ? — 'What a noife amongft the claimants about it ! 
Behold Humility i out of mere pride ;— *and Honeftyl 
fllmoft out of knavery : — Chaftity never once in harm's 
way ^ and Courage, like a Sfanijh foldier upon an 
Italian ftage-«-a bladder full of wind. 

iiark ! that, the found of that trumpet, — ^let not 
my foldier run,, i it is ibme good ChrilHan giving 
alms. O, Pitt 1 thou gentleft of human pailions I 
foft and tender are thy notes, and ill accord they with 
io loud an inibument. 

Thus fomething jars, and will for ever ja^: in thefe 
ca(es. 

Impofhire is all difTonance, let what matter foever 
of it undertake the part : let him harmonife and mo- 
dulate it as h# may, one tone will contradid another ; 
and whilft we have ears to hear^ we fhall diftinguifh 
it : *tis truth only which is confiftent, and~ ever in 
harmony with itfelf : it fits upon our lips, like the na- 
tural notes of fome melodies, ready to drop out, whe- 
ther we will or no ;— it racks no invention to let our- 
fclvcs alone, and needs fear no critic, to have the fame 
excellency in the heart, which appears in the adlion. 

5ERM0N XVII. p. 48. 
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CONTENTMENT. 

THERE is fcarce any lot (b low^ but there is iome- 
thing in it to iktisfy the man whom it has be- 
fallen ; Providence having to ordered things, that ii 
every man's cup, how bitter foever, there are forac 
cordial drops— -fome good circumftanees, which, if 
mkVy extracted, are fufHcient for the purpofe he wants 
them-^that is, to make him contented, and if not hap« 
py, at leaft refigned. 

SERMOK xv« p« 19* 



EVILS. 

T TNWILLINGLY does the mind digeft the evils 
^^ prepared for it by others ;— for thofe we pre- 
pare ourfelves, — we eat but the fruit which we have 
jJanted and watered:— a (battered fortune,— a (bat- 
tered frame, fo we have but the fatisfadtion of (batter- 
ing them ourfelves, pafs naturally enough into the ha- 
bit, and by the eafe with which they are both done, 
they iave the fpeflator a world of pity : but for thofe, 
like yacoPsj brought upon him by the hands from 
which he looked for all his comforts,— the avarice of 
a parent, — the unkindnefs of a relation : — the ingra- ' 
&ude of a child, they are evils which leave a fear; 

befidesi I 
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i)tMc$, as they hang over the heads of ail» and there- 
fore may fall upon any i— every looker on has an in- 
tereft in the tragedy ; — ^but then we are apt to intereft 
ourfelves no otherwife, than merely as the incidenu 
Ihemfelves ftrike our paffions> without carrying the 
Icffon further : — ^in a word — ^we realize nothing : — we 
Bgh^-'we wipe away the tear,-— and there ends the 
ftory of mifery, and the moral with it. 

SERMON XXII. F. ^34. 



THE DANCE. 

IT was in the road bet^xt Ni/mes and Lunel, whei^e 
there is the beft Mu/catttt wine in all France^ and 
which by the bye belongs to the honed canons of 
MoNTPSLLiER,—- and foul befal the man who has 
drank it at their table, who grudges them a drop of 
it. 
——The fun was fet — they had done their work ; 

the nynaphs had tied up their hair afrefh— and the 

fwains were preparing for a caroufal my mule 

made a dead point 'Tis the fife and tabourin, faid 

I — I m frightened to death, quoth he— They are 
running at the ring of pleafure, faid J, giving him a 
prick— By faint Boogar, and all the faints at the 
backfide of the door of purgatory, faid he— -(making 

Ihc 
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the fame refolution with the abbe/{e of A/tikuelkts] 
V\l not go a ftep further— ——'Tis very well. Sir, 
faid I — I never will argue a point with one of yonr 
family^ as long as I live ; fo leaping off his back, and 
kicking off one boot into this ditch, and t'other into 
that — ril take a dance, faid I— fo Aay youhere, 

A fun-burnt daughter of labour rofe up from thf 
group to meet me, as I advanced towards them ; her 
hair, which was a dark chefnut, approaching rather 
to a black, was tied up in a knot, all but a fingle 
trefs. 

We want a cavalier, faid fhe, holding out both her 
hands, as if to offer them — And a cavalier ye fhallhave; 
faid I, taking hold of both of them, 

Hadftthou, Nanmttey been array 'd like a ducheffe ! 

«— But that curfed flit in thy petticoat ! 

Kannette cared not for it. 

We could not have done without you, faid flie, let- 
ting go one hand, with felf-taught politenefs, leading 
me up with the other. 

A lame youth, whom Jpollo had recompenfed with 
a pipe, and to which he had added a tabourin of his 
own accord, ran fweetly over the prelude, as he fat 
upon the bank — Tie me up this trefs inflantly, faid 
Nannette, putting a piece of llring into my hand — It 
taught me to forget I was a flranger — The whole knot 
fell down— We had been feven years acquainted. 

The youth flruck the note upon the tabourin— his 
pipe followed, and off we boimded— ** the deuce take 
Aat fUt V\ 

Thf 
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The fiftcr of the youth, who had ftolen her voice 
from heaven, fung alternately with her brother—— 
'twas a Gafcoigne roundelay. 

VIVA LA JoiA ! 
FIDON LA TRISTESSAt 

The njrmphs joined in unifon, and their fwalns an ©€• 
tave below them — 

I would have given a crown to have it few*d up— 
Nafmette would not have given a sous— r/ra lajoiaf 
was in her lips — Viva la joia ! was in her eyes. A 
tranfient fpark of amity (hot acrofs the fpace betwixt 
<us — She look'd amiable !— Why could I not live, and 
end my days thus ? Juft difpofer of our joys and for- 
rows, cried I, why could not a man fit down in the lap 
of content here — and dance, and fing, and fay his pray- 
ers, and go to heaven witl> this nut-brown maid ? Ca* 
pricioufly did fhe bend her head on one fide, and dance 

«p iiifidious Then 'tis time to dance off, quoth I ! 

fo changing only partners and tunes, I danced it away 
from Lunel to Montpellier — from thence to Pe/cnas, 

Bezhrs 1 danced it along through Narhofttte, Car* 

^qfons and Caftk Naudairy, till at laft I danced myfclf 
into Perdrillo'^ pavilion. 

T. SHANDY* VOL. IV. C. 24* 
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OPPRESSION. 

QOLOMON fays, Oppreflion will make a wife man 
^ mad. — ^What will it do then to a tender and inge- 
nuous heart, which feels itfelf negleded, — too full of 
reverence for the author of its wrongs to complain ?— 
See, it fits down in filence, robbed by difcouragementSj 
of all its natural powers to pleafe, — ^bom to fee others 
loaded with careifes — in fome uncheery comer it noa- 
rifhes its difcontent, and with a weight upon its fpirits, 
which its little flock of fortitude is njot able to with- 
ftand, — it droops and pines away.— ^ad viftim of 
caprice! 

SE&M*K XXIT. P* X36. 



VIRTUE AND VICE. 

WHOEVER confiders the flate and condition of 
human nature, and upon this view, how much 
ftioiqier the natural motives are to virtue than to vice, 
would expedl to find the world much better than it is« 
or ever has been ;— foe who would fuppofe the genera- 
lity of mankind to betray Co much foUy^ as to a^ 
againfl die common interefl of their own kind^ as eveiy 
man does who yields to the temptation of what is 
wiong? 

SERMON XXXIIf. P. 6u 

WISDOM 
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WISDOM. 

THERE is no projefib to which the whole race of 
mankind is fo univerfally a bubble, as to that 
cf being thought wife : and the affed^tion of it is fo 
vifible, in men of all complexions, that you every day 
fee fome one or other fo very folicitous to eftablifti the 
charader, as not to allow himfelf leifure to do the things, 
which fairly win it : — expending more art and ftrata- 
gcm to appear fo in the tyes of the world, than what 
would fuffice to make him fo in truth. 

It is owing to the force of this defire, that you fee 
in general there is no injury touches a man fo fenfibly, 
as an infult upon his parts and capacity : tell a man 
of othet defedls, that he wants learning, induffary or ap« 
plication, — ^he will hear your reproof with patience* 
Nay, you may go further ; take him in a proper 
feafon, you may tax his morals, you may tell him he 
is irregular in his condufl, ^paflionate or revenge- 
ful in his nature,-— loofe in his principles ;— deliver it 
with the gentlenefs of a friend, — ^poffibly hell not only 
bear with you, — ^but, if ingenuous, he will thank you 
for your kfture, and promifc a reformation :— — but 
hint,— hint but at a defed m his intelle6luals,-^touch 
but that fore place« — from that moment you are look'd 
upon as an enemy fent to torment him before his time, 
and in return may reckon upon his refentment and ill- 
will for ever : fo that in general you will find it fafer 
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to tell a man he Is a knave than a fool, and fland 
a better chance of being forgiven, for proving he 
has been wanting in a point of common honelly, 

than a point of common fenfe. Strange fouls that 

we are ! as if to live well was not the greateft argument 

of wifdom; and, as if what refledled upon our 

morals, did not moll of all xtRc€i upon our undcr- 
{tandingsi 

fiERM. XXVI. r, 207* 



Corporal Trim's 
REFLECTIONS ON DEATH. 

TV ^ Y young mafter in London is dead ! faid Ohadiah. 
^^^ A green fatin night-gown of my mother's, which 
had been twice fcowered, was the firft idea which Ohu" 
diah's exclamation brought into Stifannah*s head/ Then, 
quoth Sufannahy we muft all go into mourning. — Oh! 
'twill be the death of my poor miftrefs, cried Sufannah. 

My mother's whole wardrobe followed. ^What 

a,proceffion! her red damalk, — her orange tawny,— 
her white and yellow luflrings, — her brown ta^ty,-^ 
her bone-laced caps, her bed-gowns, — and comfortafafe ■ 
under-pctticoats.— Not a rag was left behind.—A'f,-:- 
fit will Tuver hk up again^ biA Sufamiiib. - ■ ■ \ ' 

Wc 
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. Wc had a fat foolifti fcullion — my father, I think, 
: "fcepther for her fimplicity ;— -fhe bad been all autumn 

- -i/ftra^liog. with a dropfy. He is dead ! — faid Obo" 

f^^dkAiiic lA certainly dead ! — So am not I, faid the foolilh 
^'.faiHion. 

^ —-Here ia fad news^ Trim ! cried Sujannah^ wiping; 
I; bear eyet, as JVrn ftepp'd into the kitchen^— Mafter 
\hy ia dead and buried^ — the funeral was an iaterpola- 
o£ fx/awiab's, — we ihall have all tp go intp mourn* 

lidpe ho£, faid Trim /—You hope not I cried Sf/fan* 
tiliQ^ly)^'— ^The laouming ran not in Trim's 

Wlatever it did in Sa/ivtMah'B, 1 hope — ^faid 

tfAM, explaining himfclf, I hope in God the news is 

WW.'. 

;ft0k tmew I heard the letter read with my own ears, 

^aa£«t^A\ObaJ/aL Oh I he's dead, faid Su/attuah-^"^^ 

ftitf faid the fcullion, as I am alive. 

riament for him iroih my heart and my foul, faid 

im» fetchbg a figh — Poor creature! — ^poor boy!— ^ 

^r gentleman I 

^--'Be was alive lafl Whitfuntiitt &id the coachman. 

UfiuttiJi! alasl cried Trim^ extending his right arm, 

jind falling inftantly into the fame attitude in which he 

[fead the fermon,— ^hat is Wbitfimtide, Jouath^n (for 

||^at was the coachman's name), 91 Shrovetide^ or any 

^ftiide. or time paft, to this? Are we not here now, 

li -continued the Corporal, (flriking die end of his flick 

P ^cfpendiculariy upon the floor, {q as to give an idea 

* •£ health and ftability)--and are we not (dropping 

bis hat upon the ground) gone! in a moment ! 

L 3 'Twas 
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Twas infinitely ftriking! Sufannah buirft into a flood 
of tears. — ^We are not ftocks and ftones. — Jonathaih 

Ohadiahi tke cook-maid, all melted. ^Thc foolifli fat 

fcuUion herfelf, who was fcouring a fifh-kcttlc upon her 
knees, was rouzed with it. — The whole kitchen crowded 
about the Corporal. 

— To us, Jonathan^ who know not what want or 
care is, — ^who live here in the fervicc of two of the 
beft of mafters — (bating in my own cafe his Majefty 
King IVilliam the Third, whom I had the honour to 
ferve both in Ireland and Flanders J-^-A. own it, that 
from Whitfuntide to within three weeks of Cbnftmast 

— "tis not long— 'tis like nothing ; bwt to thofe» 

Jonathan^ who know what death is, and what havoc 
•and deftrudlion he can make, before a man can wheel 

about,— 'tis like a whole age. ^O Jonathan! 'twould 

make a good-natur'd man's hear^ bleed, to confider» 
(continued the Corporal, (landing perpendicularly}* 
llow low many a brate and upright fellow has been 
laid fince that time! — And tiuft me, Sufy^ added the 
Corporal, turning to Snfannah, whofe eyes were fwim« 
ming in water,— -before that time comes round again, 
«*4iian7 a bright eye will be dim^'^^ujattnab placed 
it to the right fide of the page — ^Ihe wept — ^but ihe 
curt*fied too.— Are we not, continued Trm, looking 
ftill at Sujattnah^-^zx^ we not like a flower of the 
field«-4 tear of pride ftole in betwixt every two tears 
of humiltadon— eHe no tongue could have defcribed 
Sufannah'% affliftion — ^is not all flefh grafs ? *Tis clay, 
»-'ti8 dirti^— They all looked dixeAly at the fcullioo. 

—the 



«*-the fcullion had juil been fcouring a fifh-kettle— •*-'Ic 
was not fair, 

— ^What is the fincft face that ever man looked at ?— 
I could hear Trim talk fo for ever, znt/dc Sufannah — 
what is it ! (Sufannah laid her hand upon Trim\ (houl- 
der) — ^but corruption ? Sufannah took it off. , 

—Now I love you for this — and 'tis this delicious 
mixture within you, which makes you dear creatures 
what you are — ^And he who. hates you for it — all I can 
iky of the matter is — that he has either a pumpkin for 
his head— or a pippin for his heart, and whenever he 
is diiTedled, it will be found fo* 

For my own part, I declare it, that out of doois^ I 
value not death at all :— not this • • • added the Corpo* 
fal, Snapping his fingers, — but with an air which no 
one but the Corporal could have given to the fentimenu 
I n battle, I value death not this • • • and let him 
not take me cowardly, like poor Joi Gibbins, in fcour- 
ioig his gun.— What is he ? A pull of a trigge r 
a pafii of a bayonet an inch this way or that-— makes 
the difiexeace* Look along the ^line— to the right-^ 
ice! Jacket down I weS,— -'tis worth a regiment of 
horfe to him* — ^No— 'tis Did. Then JacJt^ no worfe* 
Never mind wludi, — ^we pafs on,— ^in hot purfuit the 
wound itfelf which brings him is not felt, — ^the beft 
way is to Hand up to him^ the man wlio flies, is in 
ten times more danger than the man who marches up 
into his jaws. — ^IVe look'd him, added the Corporal, 
an hundred times in the face, — and know what he is* 
mmiit*^ nothing, O^A//tfi&, at ailinthefield*—- >Buthe'8 
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vtry frightful In a houfe, quodi Ohadiak. 1 nctcf 

mind it myfelf, faid Jonathan, upon a coach-box. 
I pity my miftrefs. — She will never get the better 

cf it, cried ^ujannah, Now I pity the Captain the 

moft of any one in the family, anfwered Trim. ^Ma- 
dam will get cafe of heart in weeping, — and the 'Squire 
in talking about it, — ^but my poor matter will keep it 
all in filence to himfelf. — I (hall hear him figh in his 
bed for a whole month together, as he did for Lieute- 
nant Le Fe<vre. An* pleafe your honour, do not figh 
fo piteoufly, I would fay to him as I laid befide himt 
I cannot help it, TV/Vk, my mailer would fay, — 'tis fo 
melancholy an accident— I cannot get it off my heart^^ 
Your honour fears not death yourfelf. — I hope, Tnm% 
I fear nothing, he would fay, but the doing a wrong 
thing. — ^Well, he would add, whatever betides, I will 
fake care of Le Fe*vves boy. — And with that> like a 
quieting draught, his honour would fall ail£q>» 
• I like to hear Trm*s ftories aboutthc Captain, fidd 

SufannaL He is a kindly-hearted gentleman* faid 

Obadiah, as ever lived.-- — Aye, — and as brave a one 
too, faid the Corporal, as ever ftept before a platoon^ 
There never was a better officer in the king's army» 
or a better man in God's world ; for he would march 
up to the mouth of a cannon, though he few the 
lighted match at the very touch-hole,-— «nd yet, for 
all that, he has a heart as foft as a child for other 
people.— He would not hurt a chicken.->— I would 
fooncr, quoth Jmathan^ drive fuch a gentleman for 
icTen pounds a year^-thsoi fome for eighth— Thank 

tbce> 



( us ) 

tJicc, yoMotEsftf iof thy twenty fhilliilgs/--4i5 mucfi^ 
yMatban, faid t]}e .Corporal^ Shaking him by the hand, 
as if thou hadft put the money into my own pocket, 
•^I would ferve hiip to the day of my death out of 
love. He is $1 friend ^nd a brother to me^ — and cpyld 
I be fore my poor brother Tom was dead^— ccHitinued 
the Corporalj taking out his handkerchief^ — weie I 
worth ten theufand pounds, I would leave every (hil- 
fing of it to the Captain* — Trim could not refrain from 
tears at this teftamentary proof he gave of his affec* 
tion to his mailer* The whole kitchen was a£[eded. 

TKIST. SHANDYj VOL. III. C. 7» 



Mb. SHANDY'« resignation 

. jPOfL THIS 

LOSS OF HIS SON. 

T3HILOSOPH Y has a fine faying for every thing 
•*■ -^For Death it has an entire fet. 

■•* Tis an inevitable chance — the firft ftatute o^ Mag* 
** na Chatta k is ,an everlafting adt of parliament 

-—All mufi die* 

** Monarch) and princes dance in the fame ring 

•* with ttSr 

1*5 VTd 
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" To ite, is the great debt and tribute due onto Wh 
'* tare: tombs and monumentSj which (hoald perpc* 
«' tuate our memories^ pay it themfelyes; and the 
** proudeil pyramid of them al]» which wealth and 
** fciencc have ere^ed, has loft its apex, and ftands . 
^* obtruncated in the traveller's horizon — ^Kingdoms 
'« and provinces, and towns and cities, have they not 
** their periods? and when thofe principles and 
•• powers which at firft cemented and put them togc* 
•« ther, have performed thdr feveral revolutions, they - 
"fallback. 

** Where is Ttoy^ and Mycena^ and Thehes^ and DAs^ 
•• and Ferfepolisy and Agngentumf''^\aX, is become 
«* of Nineveh and Babylon, of Cyzkum, and MiiyltneT 
'« The faireft towns that ever the fun rofc upon arc ' 
*' now no more : the names only are left, and thofe 
•' [for many of them are wrong Ipelt] are falling 
** themfdvea by pece-meal to decay, and in length 
•« of time will be forgotten, and involved with every 
*' thing in a perpetual night : die world itfelf muft-« 
** muft come to an end* 

«« Returning out of AJta, when I failed fr»m /Egma 
*' towards M^gara, I began to view the country roupd 
«* about. JSgimi Was behind me, Megara was beforr, 
«« Fyram on the right hand, Corinth on the Ie&-Ni 
•* What flourifhing towns now proftrate upon the 
'< earth I Alas! alasl faid I to m3rfelf, that man fhonld • 
'* difturb his foul for the lofs of a child^ when fo 
^* much as this lies awfully buried in his prefencey— 
•* Remember, faid I to royfclf agaizH»remeQiber thoo 
«« artaman««<«* «My 



''My fon is dead!—- fo much the better;— -Ms a 
^ ihame in fuch a tempeft to have but one anchor» 

** Bat he is gone for ever from osl-^lx it fo» He 
" la got from under the hands of his barber before he 
«' was bald — ^he is bat rifen from a feaft belbxe he 
•* was (urfeited — ^from a banquet before- he had got 
^drunken. 

*' The Thracians wept when a child was bom^-andl 
'* feafted and made meny when a man went out of 
** the world ; and with reafon. Death opens the gate 
'' of fame, and (huts the gate of envy after it— 4t un- 
** looies the. chain jof the captive« and puts the bondfl 
** man's talk into another man's hands. 

** Shew me the man, who knows what life is« who 
^ dreads^ it, and 111 ihew thee a pdToner who dreada 
•' hia liberty," 



CONTENTMENT. 

THERE are thoufands fb extravagant in their 
ideas of con^tisent, aa to imagine that it muft 
confift in having every thing in this world turn out 
the way they wilh — that they are to fit down in hap. 
pinefs, and feel themfelves fo at eafe at all points, as 
to defire nothing better and nothing more. I own 
there are inftances of fome, who ieem to pafs through 
the world as if all their paths had been flrewed with 

L 6 role- 
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rofe-bwls of delight ; but a little experience will 

connnce us, 'tis a fatal expeftation to go upon, — ^\Ve 
are born to trouble ; and we may depend upon whilft 
We live in this world we fliall have it, though with in- 
terna iffion&--that is, in whatever ftate we are, we 
ihall find a mixture of good and evil ; and therefore 
the true way to contentment is to know how to receive 
thefe certain viciffitudes of Hfe/— the returns of good 
and evil, fo as neither to be exalted by the one, t>r over- 
thrown by the other, but to bear ourfelves towards every 
thing which happens with fuch eafe and indifference of 
mind, as to hazard as little as may be. This is the true 
temperate climate fitted for us by nature^ and in which 
every wife man would wifh to live. 

SERMON XV, p» 17* 



THE TRANSLATION. 



Paris. 

'ipHERE was nobody in the box I was let inta 
•*' but a kindly old French officer. I love the 
charadler, not only becaufe I honour the man whofe 
manners are foftened by a profeffion which makes bad 
men tvorfe; but that I once knew one— -for he is no 
xnor&^-^md why fliould I not refcue one page ftoor 

Tiolatio» 
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Violation by writing his name in it» and telling the 
world it was Captain Tobias Shandy, the deareft of 
my flock and friends, whofe philanthropy I never 
think of at this long diftance from his death* — ^but my 
eyes gvfh out with tears. For his fake, I have a predi- 
lection for the whole corps of veterans ; and fo I ilrode 
over the two bad& rows of benches, and placed myfelf 
befide him. 

The officer was reading attentively a fmall pamphlet^ 
it might be the book of the opera, with a large pair 
of fpeftades. As foon as ' I fat down, he took his 
fpedaclel off, and putting tliem into a Ihagreen cafe, 
leturned them and the book into his pocket together,. 
I half rofe up, and made him a bow. 

Tranflate this into any civilized language in the 
world — ^the fenie is this : 

•* Here's a' poor ftrangcr come into the box — ^he 
♦* feems as if he knew nobody ; and is never likely, 
■** were he to be feven years in Paris, if every man he 
•• come» near ke'ps his fpcftaclcs ujion his nofe — 'tis^ 
•« fhutting the door of com'^erfation abfolutely in his 
■*• face — and ufing him worfc than a German." 

The French officer might as well have faid it all 
aloud ; and if he had, I fhould in courfe have put the 
bow I made him into Ffcnch too, and told him, '* I 
*' was fenfible of his attention, and returned him a thou* 
*' fand thanks for it." 

There is not a fecrct fo aiding to the progrefs of 
fociality, as to get mafter of this Jhtrt inmd, and be 
c|Qick in rendering the icvenl toflu of Itioki 




f *30 ) 

Embs, with all their infleflions and delineations^ mt9 
plain words* For my own part, by long habitude, I do 
it fo mechanically, that when I walk the ftrccts of Lon- 
don, I go trandating all the way ; and have more than 
once flood behind in the circle^ where not three words 
have been faid, and have brought ofF twenty different 
dialogues with me, which I conld fairly hav« wrote 
down and fwom to. 

! was gok:^ one evening to Martini's concert at 
Milan, and was juft entering the door of the hall^ 
when the Marquifina di £*** was coming out in a 
fort of a hurry — (he was almoft upon me before I 
jam her; {q I gave a fpring to one fide to let her pais 
^— ^h^ had done the fame^ and on the fame ^e too : 
ib we lan our heads together : fhe inilantly got to 
the other fide to get out : I was juft as unfortunate as 
ihe had been ; for I had fprung to that fide, and op« 
pofed her paffage again — We both flew together to 
the other fide, and then back — ^and fo on — ^it was ri^ 
diculous; we both Uuih'd intolerably; fo I did at 

laft the thing I (hould have done at firft ^I ftood 

flock dill, and the Marquifina had no more difficulty* 
I had no power to go into the room, till I had made 
ker fo much reparation as to wait and foUow her with 
my eye to the end of the paffage — She look'd back 
twice, and walk'd along it rather fideways, as if ihc 
would make room for any one coming up flairs to pafi 
her — ^No, faid I — that's a vile tranflation : the Marqui- 
fina has a right to the beft apology I can make hes; 
and that opening is left for me to do it in— fo I lao 

and 



ted begged pardon for the embarraflmcnt I had gtvcti 
licr, hying it was my intention to have made her way t 
She anfwered^ (he was guided by the iame intention 
towards me — fo we reciprocally thanked each othtr.- 
Sfae was at the top of the flairs ; and feeing no rM 
ci^f/i/f near her, I bcgg'd to hand her to her coach — fo 
we went down the ftairs, Hopping at every third ftep to 

falk of the concert and of the adventure Upon my 

word, Madame, faid I, when I had handed her in, I 
made fix different efforts to let you go out— And I 
made fix efforts, replied (he, to let you enter — I wifh 
to heaven you would make a feventh, faid I — ^With all 
my heart, (aid (he, making room — Life is too fhort to 
beiong about the forms of it — fo I inilantly ftepp'd in> 
and (he carried me home with her — And what became 
of the concert, St. Cecilia, who, I fuppofe was at it» 
knows more than I. 

I will only add, that the conne^on which arofe out 
of the tranilati6n, gave me more pleafure than any one 
I had the honour to make in Italy. 

SENT. JOUB.NEy, P. Io6» 



ENMITY. 



THERE is BO fmall d^ree of maEcioos craft in 
fixing upon a feafon to give a, mark of enmity 
and ill-will ; a worcU^a kK)k> which at one tine 
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Would make ho impreflion — ^at another time woumb 
the heart; and like a (haft flying with the wind,, 
pierces deep> which, with its own natural force^ would 
Icarce have reached the objed aimed at. 

SBRM. XVI* P. 23* 



* 
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SHAME AND DISGRACE. 

nnHEY who have confidered our nature, affirm, 
that fkame and difgrace are two of "the moil: 
Jnfupportable evils of hiiman life: the courage and 
fpirits of many have maftcred other misfortunes^ and 
borne themfelves up againft them; but the wifeft 
and beft of fouls have not been a match for thefe; 
and we have many a tragical inftance on record^ what 
greater evils have been run into, merely to avoid 
this one. 
Without this tax of infamy, poverty, with all the 

■ 

burdens it lays upon our flefh — fo long as it is virtu- 
ous, could never break the fpirits of a man y all iti 
hunger, and pain, and naked nefs, are nothing to it^ 
they have fome counterpoife of goodi and belides, 
they are direded by Proyidenc.e> iuid muft be fub- 
mitted to: but thofe are afEi^ons not from the 
hand of God or nature — *'/or they d^ come forth of the 
DUST, and moft properly may i)e faid ioffring out of 
the G&ovNP> and this is ttie reafon tbey lay foch 

ftrtft 
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fifefs upon our patience, — and in the ead create fuel) 
a diftruit of the world, as makes us look up— and pray,, 
Let me fdlinta thy hands ^ O God I but let me not fall int^ 
iffe hands ofmenJ* 



CURIOSITY: 

THE love of variety, or curiefity of feeing new 
tlubagA, which i& the fame, or at Isaft a ilfter 
pafiion to it^— feems wove into the frame of every fon 
and daughter of Adam ; we ufuaUy fpeak of it as one 
of nature's levities, though planted witliin us for the 
Iblid purpofes of. carrying forwards the mind to freih 
inquiry and knowledge : flrip us of it, the mind (i 
fear) would dofe for ever over the prefent page; and 
we fhould idl of ue reft at eafe with fuch objcfts as pre-^ 
fented themfelves in the parifla or province where wc 
firft dreiv breathe 

It is to this fpur, which is ever in our fides, that 
wc owe the impatience of this defire for travelling:. 

thcpaflion is no way bad> — ^but as others are, in its- 

mifmanagement or excefs : — order it rightly, the ad. 
vantages are worth the purfuit; the chief of which 
dre-~to learn the languages, the laws and cuftoms, 
and underftand the government and intereft of other 
Attdonsir^to acquire an ttrbanity and confidence of 

behaviouiw 
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behariour, and fit the mind more eafity for eonver* 
lation and dircottrr&-«*to take us oat of the company 
of our aunts and grandmothen* and from the track 
of nurfery miftakes ; and by (hewing us neW obfe^ 
or old ones in new lighjts» to reform our judgments— 
by taiHng perpetually the varieties of nature^ to know 
what is good — by obferving the addrefs and arts of mcni 
to eonceive what isjincere ,— and by feeing the difiTerence 
Offo many various humours and manners^— to look inta 
ourfelvci and form out owac 






INJURY. 

AN injury nnanfwered^ in courfe grows wcaiy of 
itfelf, and dies away in a voluntary remorfe. 
In bad difpofitions^ cs^ble of no reftraintbut feat 
•^it has a different efieA— the illent digeftion of one 
wrong provokes ft iecond. 

SS&MON XIV. p. 24* 



INSOLENCE. 

THE infolence of bafe minds iafucceft is bound* 
lefs; and would fcarce admir of a comparifon» 

did act they fometimes furniih. us with one> in the de« 

{ree& 
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grces of their abjeflioxi when evil returns upoa. them 
•—the fairie poor heart which excites ungenerous tern* 
pers to trinmj^ over a fallen adverfary, in fome in- 
ftances feems to exalt them above the point of cou- 
rage, finks them in others even below cowardice.-— 
^ot unlike fome little particles of matter ftruck oflT 
from the furface of the dirt by funlhine^-Miance and 
(port there whilil it lafts-^but the moment ^s with« 
drawn-*^hey fall down — for duft they are—and unto 
dud they will return— whilft firmer and larger bodie* 
preierve the ftations which nature hasaffigned them> 
fubje^led to laws which no change of weather can 
«Iter« 

•ERKfON XXI. P. 25» 



THE FILLE DE CHAMBRB* 



V Paris* 

T STOPFD at the ^ai de Conii in my return home^ 
•*' to purchafe afetof ^i&flaf^e^rif. 

The bookfellcr faid he had not afet in the world.— ^ 
Comment! faid I; taking one up out of a fet which- 
hy upon the counter betwixt us — He faid, they were 
felt him only to be got bound, and were to be fent 
back to VerfailUf in the morning to the Count de- 

And 
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*-And does the Count de 5****, faid I, read 
Shaiefpeare ? Ctft un E/prit fort^ replied the book- 
fellcr. He loves EngVjh books ; and what is more to* 
his honour, Monfieur, he loves the Englifli toor Yoa 
ipeak this fo civilly, faid I, that it is enough to oblige 
an Englijbfnan to lay out a louis-d'or or two at your 
(hop — the bookfeller made a bow, and was going to 
fay fomething, when a young decent girl, of about 
twenty, who by her air and drcfs, feeined to be Edit 
de Chamhre to fome devout man of faihion, came into 
the (hop, and a&ed for Les Egaremettis du Cceur ^ de 
I'Efprit: the bookfeller gave her the book dircdly; 
Ihe pulled out a little green fatin purfe run round with 
a riband of the fame colour, and putting her finger 
and thumb into it, (he took out the money and paid for 
it. As I had nothing more to ftay me in the fliop, 
we both walked out of the door together. 

•—And what have you to do, my dear, faid I, with 
The nuanderings of the Hearty who fcarce know yet yott 
have one ? nor> 'tiU love has firft told you ft,, or foine 
faithlefs (hcpherd has made it ache, can'ft thou ever be^ 

fu re it is fo. he Dieu men garde ! faid the girl. 

With what reafon, faid I, — for if it is a good one, 't» 
a pity it (hould be flolcn : 'tis a little treafuie to thee» 
and gives a better air to your face> than if it was diefled 
out with pearls. 

The young girl liftened with a fubmiffive aitendoil^ 
holding her fatin purfe by its riband in her hand alir 
the time — 'Tis a very fmall one^ iaid I, taking hold 
of the bottom of it — (he held it towards me--«id 

iheifr 
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t1ier6 is vtry little in it^ my dear, faid I ; but be at 
good 36 thou art handfome, and Heaven will fill it : I 
had a parcel of crowns in my hand to pay for Shaic^ 
Jfeare\ and as (he had let go the purfe entirely, I put a fiR- 
gle one into it ; and tying up the riband in a bow-knot« 
zttumed it to her. 

The young girl made me more an humble courtefy 
than a low one — it was one of thofe quiet, thankful 
finkings where the fpirit bows itfelf dcvn — the body 
does no more than tell it. I never gave a girl a crown 
in my life which gave me half the pleafurc. 

My advice, my dear, would not have been worth a 
pin to you, faid I, if I had not given this along with 
it: but now, when you fee the crown, you will remem- 
ber it fo do not, my dear, lay it out in ri- 
bands* 

Upon my word. Sir, faid the girl eameftly, I am 
incapable — ^in faying which, as is ufual in little bar- 
gains of honour, (He gave me her hand — Eni-eYite, 
Monfieury je mettrai cet argent a party faid fhe. 

When a virtuous convention is made betwixt man 
and woman, it fandifies their moft private walks ; fb 
notwithftanding it was duiky, yet as both our roads 
lay the fame way, we made no fcruple of walking along 
the ^maide Conti together. 

She made me a fecond courtefy in fetting off, and 
before we got twenty yards from the door, as if (he had 
-nfiot done enough before, fhe made a fort of a little (top 
to tell mc again— flic thanked mu 

It 
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it was a fmaO tribute, I told her» which I could 
not avoid paying to virtiie« and would not be miftaken 
in the pcrfon I had been rendering it to for the world 
—but I fee innocence, my dear, in your face— and 
foul befal the man who ev6r lays a fhare in its 
way. 

The girl feemed affefted fome way or other with 
what I faid — fhe gave a low figh — ^I found I was not 
empowered to inquire at all after it — fo faid nothing 
more till I got to the corner of the Rue ie Ne^vers^ where 
we were to part* 

—But is this the way, my dear, faid I, to the Hotel 
de Modcne f ihe told me it was— or, that I might go 
by the Rue ie Gueneguault^ which was the next turn- 
Then I will go, my dear, by the Rue de Gueneguaultf 
faid I, for two reafons ; firft, I fhall pleafe myfelf, and 
next, I fhall give you the prote^on of my company 
as far on your way as I can* The girl was fenfible I 
was civil — and faid ihe wifhed tiie lUtelde Madeue was 
in the Rue de Si. Pierre.— You live there, laid L She 

told me. fhe was JiUe de chamhre to Madame i5?*** / ^ 

Good God I faid I, it is die ;very lady for whomlj^ 
have brought a letter from Jmiem—Tht girl told mc 
that Madame /?**♦*, ihe believed, expefted a ftnmger 
with a letter, and was impatient to fee him— ib I d^ 
fired the girl to prefent my compUmenCtCo.Madame 
i^****, and fay I would certainly wait upon her in tbci 
morning. 

We flood flill at the corner of the Rue de Neven 
whilfl this pafTcd-— — »we then ftopjped a mpmeat whitt 
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file difpofed of her Egarements du Cctur, more commo* 
dioufly than carrying them in her hand — ^they were two 
volumes ; fo I held the fecond for her whiJft (he put the 
firft into her pocket ; and then (he held her pocket, and 
I put the other in after it. 

It is fweet to feel by what fine-fpun threads our afiec* 
tions are drawn together. 

We fet off afre(h, and as (he to6k her third (iep, 
the girl put her hand within my arm — I was juft bid- 
ding her — ^but (he did it of herfelf, with that undelibe- 
rating fimplicity, which (hewed it Was out of her 
head that (he had never feen i^e before. For my owa 
part, I felt the convidion of confanguinity fo ftrongly, 
that I could not help turning half round to look in 
her face, and fee if I could trace out any thing in it 
of a family likenefs* Tut ! faid I, are we not all re- 
htions ? 

When we arrived at the turning of the Rue de 
Gueneguaultt I (topped to bid her adieu for good and all : 
the girl would thank me again for my company and 

kindnefs She bid me adieu twice — ^I repeated it as ' 

often ; and fo cordial was the parting between us, that 
had it happened any where elfe, I'm not fure but I fhould 
have figned it with a kifs of charity^ as warm and as 
holy as an Apoftle* 

Bat in Paris^ as none kifs each other but the men—* 
I did what amounted to the fame thing 

«— I bid God blefi her* 

SENT. JOURNEY« P« 121. 

CONTUMELy. 
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CONTUMELY. 

T TOW many may we obfetfc crcry day, even of 
^ •*• the gentler fex, as well as our own, who, with- 
out convidlion of doing much wrong, in the midft of 
'« full career of calumny and defamation, rife np punc- 
tual at the dated hour of prayer, leave the cruel ftoiy 
half untold till they return, — ^go, — ^and kneel down* 
before the throne of Heaven, thank God that he had 
not made them like others, and that his Holy Spirit 
had enabled them to perform the duties of the day, 
in fo Chriilian and confcientious a manner! 

This delufive itch for flander, too common in all 
ranks of people, whether to gratify a little nngeneroos 
jrefentment ; whether oftener out of a principle of le- 
velling, from a narrownefs and poverty of foul, ever 
impatient of merit and fuperiority in others ; whcdier 
a mean ambition, or the infatiate luft of being witty, 
(a talent in which ill- nature and malice are nor ingre- 
dients) ; or, laftly, whether from a natural cruelty of 
difpofition, abftrafted from all views and confidera- 
tions offelf; to which one, or whether to all jointly, 
we are indebted for this contagious malady, this much 
"is certain, from whatever feeds itfprings, the growth 
and progrefs of it are as deftrudHve to, as they are 
unbecoming a civilized people. To pafs a hard and ill- 
natured reflection upon an undefigning action ; to in- J 
vent, or, which is equally bad, to propagate a vexar 
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dofQs report* ^thout colour and grounds ; to plunder 
an innocent man of his charadler and good name* a 
jewel which perhaps he has flarved himfelf to pur- 
chafe, and probably would hazard his life to fecure ; 
to rob him at the fame time of his happinefs and peace 
of mind ; perhaps his bread, — the bread, may be, of a' 
virtuous family ; and this, as Solomon fays of the mad- 
man, who cafteth fire-brands, arrows, and death, and 
^ faith. Am I not in fport ? all th;s out of wantonnefs, 
and oftencr from worfe motives; the whole appears 
fuch a complication of badnefs, as requires no words 
tT warmth of fancy to aggravate. Pride, treachery, 
envy, hypocrify, malice, cruelty, and felf-love, may 
.have been faid, in one fhape or other, to have occa- 
fioned all the frauds and mifchiefs that ever happened 
in the world: but the chances againft a coincidence 
of thenl all in one perfon are fo many, that one would 
kave fuppofed the cTiaradler of a common flanderer 
as rare and difficult a produdlion in nature, as that of 
a great genius, which feldom happens above once in 
an age. 

• SERMON XI. p. 226. 



SEDUCTION. 

TTOW abandoned is that heart v^'hich bulges the 
•*' ^ tear of innocence, and is the caufe*— the fatal 
cauie pf overwhelming the fpotlefs foul, and plunging 
Ae yet untainted mind into a fea of forrow and repen- 
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tance !— Thongh bom to proteft the fair, docs not 
man ad the part of a demon-— firft alluring by his 
temptations, and then triumphing in his viftory ?— 
When villainy gets the afcendancy, it feldom leaves 
the wretch 'till it has thoroughly polluted him. 

liETTER CXXIX* 



SLANDER- 

I 

T TOW frequently is the honefty and integrity oft 
-*'-*' man difpofed of by a finile or (hrug!— how 
many good and generous adHons have been funk into 
oblivion, by a diftruflful look, or ilampt with the 
imputation of proceeding from bad motives, by a 
myfterious and feafonable whifper ! 

Look into companies of thofe whofe gentle natures 
fhould difarm them, we (hall iind no better account. 
-—How large a portion of chaftity is fent out of the 
world by diftant hints,— nodded away and cruelly 
winked into fufpicion, by the envy of thofe who are 
paft all temptation of it themfelvesl How often doe« 
the reputation of a helplefs creature bleed by a report 
—which the party,. who is at the pains to propagate 
it, beholds with much pity and fellow- feeluig— that 
Ihe is heartily forry for it,— —hopes in God it is not 
true : however, as Archbilhop Tillotjon wittily obferves 
upon it, is refolved, in the mean time, to give the 
report her pafs, that at kaft it may have fair play to 
I \ t^ ' 



take its fortune in the worlds — ^to be beGeved or not* 
according to the charity of thofe into whofe hands it 
fliall happen to fall ! 

So fruitful is this vice in variety of expedients^ to 
fatiate as well as difguife itfelf. But if thefe fmoother 
weapons cut fb fore> — ^what (hall we fay of open and 
unblufhing fcandal-^fubjeded to no caution^ tied down 
to no refbaintSy! — If the one, like an arrow (hot in 
the darky does neverthelefs fo much fecret mifchief,— 
this, like the peitilence, which rageth at noon-day, 
fweeps all before it» levelling without diflin£tion the 
good and th^ bad ; a thoufand fall befide it, and ten 
choufand on its right hand ;— they fall— fo rent and 
torn in this tender part of them, fo unmercifully 
butchered, as fometimes never to recover either the 
wounds,— -—or the anguifh of heart which they have 
occafioned. 

But there is nothing fo bad wluch will not admit of 
fomething to be faid in its defence. 

And here it may be alk*d— whether the inconve- 
niences and ill effeds which the world feels from the 
licentioufnefs of this pradlice — ^are not" fufficiently 
counterbalanced by the real influence it has upon men's 
lives and conduct ? — that if there was no evil-fpeak- 
ing in the world, thoufands would be encouraged to 
do ill, and would rufh into many indecorums* 
like a horfe into the battle^— Avcre they fure to efcape 
the tongues of men. 

That if we take a general view of the world,— wc 
ihall find» that a great deal of virtuei-^^t leaft of the 
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<JUtward appearance of it, — is not fo much from any 
jSxed principle, as the terror of what the world will 
fay,— and the liberty it will take upon the occafions 
ive fhall give. 

That if we defcend to particulars, numbers are every 
£ay taking more pains to be well fpoken of, than 
what would aftually enable them to live fo as to de- 
ierve it. 

That there are many of both fexes who can fupport 
life well enough without honour or chaftity,— who, 
without reputation (which is but the opinion^ which 
the world has of the matter) , would hide their head« 
in fhame, and iink down in utter defpair of happinefs. 
*— No doubt the tongue is a weapon which does cbaf- 
tize many indecorums which the laws of men will 
not reach, — and keeps many in awe — ^whom con- 
fcience will not ; — and where the cafe is indifputably 
fiagraHt,-^the fpeaking of it in fuch words as it de- 
ferves— fcarce comes within the prohibition.— —lu 
many cafes it is hard to exprefs ourfelves fo as to fix 
a diftindHon betwixt oppofite characters ;— and fome-* 
times it may be as much a debt we owe to virtue, and 
as great a piece of juflice to expofe a vicious charac- 
ter, and paint it in its proper colours, — as it is to fpeak 
well of the deferving, and del'cribe his particular vir- 
tues. — And, indeed, when we inflidl this punifhment 
mpon the bad, merely ojut of principle, and without 
indulgences to any private paffion of our own, it is ^ 
cafe wbicli happens fo feldom^ that one might venture 
to except it. 
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Dr. slop and SUSANNAH. 

T X THEN the cataplafm was ready, a fcniplc of 
^ ^ decorum had unfeafonably rofe up in Su/art" 
nah\ confcience, about holding the candle, whilft Slop 
tied it on; Slop had not treated Su/annaFs dillemper 
with anodynes, — and fo a quarrel had enfued betwixt 
them. 

—-Oh ! ho !-— faid Slopy calling a glance of undue 
freedom in Su/annah^ face, as fhc declined the office i 
—then, I think I know you. Madam— —You know 
me. Sir I cried Sufannah faflidioufly, and with a tofs 
of her head, levelled evidently, not at his profcflion, 
but at the do«flor himfelf,— you know mc ! cried 
Sufannah again.— Dodlor Slop clapped his finger and 
his thumb inftantly upon his noflrils; — Sufannah*^ 
fplecn was ready to burft at it; — 'Tis falfc, faid Sufan- 
nah.'^Come, come, Mrs. Modelly, faid 5/o/r not a lit- 
tle elated with the fuccefs of his laft thruft,— if you 
won't hold the candle, and look — you may hold it and, 
fliut. your eyes;— That's one of your Popifli fliifts, 
<Iried Su/annab ;— 'Tis better, faid Slop^ with a nod> 
than no (hift at all, young woman;— —and I defy 
you. Sir,, cried Su/annab,. pulling her Ihift ilccve be- 
low her elbow. 

It was almoft impoffible for two perfons to affi& 
each other in- a forgical cafe with a more fplencda- 
cordiality. 
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Slop fnatched up the C!Lt2iplsL{m,'^Su/annai fnatched 
up the candle ;— A little this way, faid Slof ; Su/an* 
nah looking one way> and rowing another^ inftantly 
fet fire to SUp*% wig, which being fomewhat bufliy and 
unduous withal, was. burnt out before' it was well 
kindled.— You impudent whore ! cried Slop^ — (for 
what is pailion but a wild bead? )— you impudent 
whore, cried Slop^ getting upright, witTi the c^taplafm 
in his hand ;■ I never was the deilrudion of any 
body's nofe, faid 5^«»flj&,— which is more than you 
can fay :— Is it ?— cried Slop, throwing the cataplafm 
in her face ;— Yes^ it is, cried St^fannab^ returning the 
compliment with what was left in the pan. 

T.SHANDYj VOL. III. Z%i^ 
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CHARITY TO ORPHANS. 

THEY whom God hath blefled with the ihcanH 
and for« whom he has done more, in bleffing 
them likewife with a difpofition, have abundant rea-^ 
fon to be thankful to him, as the Author of every 
good gift, for the meafure he hath bellowed to them of 
both : 'tis the rt^M^^t againil the ftormy wind and tcm- 
peft, which he has planted in our hearts ; and the con- 
ftant fludiuation of every thing in this worlds forces 
all the ions and daughters of Adam to feek fiidter on- 
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icr it by turns. Guard it by entails and fettlements as 
we wil), the moft afRuent plenty may be ftripp'd, and 
find all its worldly comforts, lil i fo many withered 
leaves, dropping from us ;— the crowns of princes may 
be fhakcn ; and the greateft that ever awed the world, 
have looked back, and moralized upon the turn of the 
whee!. 

That which has happened to one, may happen to 
every man : and therefore that excellent rule of oiu: 
Saviour, in a£ls of benevolence, as well as e\'ery 
thing elfe, (hould govern us ; that ^whatfoe^er ye ivohU 
that men pould do to you ^ do ye gI/o ufito them. 

Hall thou ever lain upon the bed of languiftiing, 
or laboured ,under a diflempcr which threatened thy 
life ? Call to mind thy forrowful and penfive fpirit at 
that time, and fay. What it was that made the thoughts, 
of death fo bitter:— If thou haft children, — I affirm 
it, the bittemefs of death lay there 1 If unbrought up, 
and unprovided for. What will become of them ? 
Where will they find a friend when I am gone ? 
Who will ftand up for them, and plead their caufe 
againft the wicked. 

Bleflcd God 1 to the?, who art a father to the fa- 
therlefs, and hufband to the widow, I entruft 
them. 

Haft thou ever fuftained any confiderable fhock in 
thy fertune ? or, has the fcantinefs of thy condition 
hurried thee into great ftraits, and brought thee al* 
moft to diftradUon ?, Confider what was it that fpread 
a uhk in that wildenie6 of thopghtjrHnAo ihade 
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cup to overflow ? Was it not a friend of confolatkn 
who ftepped in, faw thee embarraffed with tender 
pledges of thy love,, and the partner of thy cares,— 
took them under his protedlion ? — Heaven ! thou wilt 
reward him for it ! — and freed thee from all the terrify- 
ing appreherifions of a parent's love. 
—Hail thou — 

But how fhall I aik a queflion which mull 
bring tears into fo many eyes ? — Haft thou ever been 
wounded in a more alFeding manner ftill, by the lofs 
of a moft obliging friend, — or been torn away from 
the embraces of a dear and promifmg child by th« 
flfoke of death ? Bitter remembrance ! nature droops 
at it — but nature is the fame in all conditions and lots 
of life. — A child thruft forth in an evil hour, without 
food, without raiment, bereft of inilru£Hon, and the 
means of its falvation, is a fubjedl of more tender 
heart-aches, and will awaken every power of nature: 
■ as we have felt for ourfelves, — ^let us feel for 
Christ's fake — ^let us feel for theirs. 

SERM. XXIII. p. 164. 



C R I T I C I S IVL 

TTOW did Garrick fpeak the foliloquy laft night ^ 
•*• ^ — Oh, againft all rule, my Lord, — moft ungram^- 
jnatically! betwixt the fubftantive and the adjeffive* 

which 



wBich fhouH agree together in numier, cafis zn^ gendir$. ' 
he made a breach thus^ — flopping^ as if the point 
wanted fettling ;— and betwixt the nominative cafe^ 
which your Lordihip knows ihould govern the verb>« 
he fufpended his voice in the epilogue a dozen times^ 
three feconds and three fifths by a ftop-watch, my 
Lord, each time — Admirable grammarian ! — ^but in- 
fnfpending his voice— was the fenfe fu^ended like- 
wife? did no expreffion of attitude or countenance^' 
fill up. the chafm ?— Was the eye filent ' Did you par- 
rowly look ! — I look'd only at the ftop-watch, my Lord,- 
—Excellent obferver ! 

And what of this new book die whofe world makea 
fuch a noife about ! OH ! 'tis out of all plumb, my 
Lord,— quite an irregular thing ! — not one of the an-- - 
gles at the four corners was a right angle.-— I had my 
rule and compaffes, &c. my Lord, in my pocket ! 
Excellent critic ! 

— And for the epic poem- your Lordfliip bid mer 
look atr— upon taking the length, breadth, height, and' 
depth of it, and trying them at home upon an exadt' 
fcale of ^o^'s— *tis out, my Lord, in every one of its- 
dimenfions. — Admirable connoiffeur !— rAnd did you; 
.flep in> to take a look at the grand pi^ure in.your' 
way back ? — 'tis a melancholy daub ! my Lord ; not? 
one principle of the pyramid in any one group ! — and 
what a price !— for there is nothing of the colouring of 
y/V/tf«— the expreffion oi Rubens — the grace of Raphael 
•—the purity oi Dominkhino — the corregie/city of Cor-^ 
ngfO'^^^ learning of Poujtn — ^the airs of Gm(fo — the 
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Utte of Carrathis^'^T the grand contour of Jngelo,'^ 
—•Grant me patience^ }uft Heaven!-— Of all the cants 
which are canted in this canting world—though the 
cant of hypocrites may be the word— the cant of cri* 
tocifm is the mod tormenting \ 

IT 

I would go fifty miles on foot to k^s the hand of 
that man whofe generous heart w£Q give up the reint 
of his imagination into his author's hands — ^be pleafed 
ke knowfrsot why> and cares not wherefore. 

T. SHi^NDT> VOL. II* P. 2J# 



EPITAPH ON A LADY. 

/COLUMNS and laboured urns but vainly ihow 

^^ An idle fcene of decorated woe» 

The fweet oompanion> and the friend fincere^ 

Keed no mechanic lielp to force a tear. 

In heart-felt numbers* never meant to ftine ; 

Twill flow eternal o'er a hearfe like tldne; 

Twill flow wlulfl gentle goodnefs has one fiienc^ 

Or kindred tempers have a tear to knd. 

&BTTBK XLX* 



PSATEI* 



<( ^p 7 



BEATH-BED REPENTANCE. 

WHEN the edge of appedte is worn down, and 
the fpirits of youthful days are cooled^ which 
hurried us on in a circle of pleafure and impertinence^ 
—then reafon and refle6tion will have the weight 
which they deferve ; — affliftions, or the bed of iick* 
nefs, will fupply the place of conPcience; — and if 
diey fhould failj— old age will overtake us at lafl,-^ 
and (hew us the pift purfuits of life, — and force us to 
look upon them in their true point of view. If there 
be any thing more to call a cloud upon fo melancholy 
a profpe£i as this (hews us,— it b furely the difficulty 
and hazard of having all the work of the day to per- 
form in the laft hour ;— of making an atonement to 
God when we have no facrifice to offer him> but the 
dregs and^ infimuties of thofe days« when we could 
have no pleafure in them. Whatever ftrefs fome may 
lay upon it,: — a death-bed repentance is but a weak and 
Sender plank to truft our all upon. 

MAMON XXXVI ir P» 1429 
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THE ADDRESS. 
Versailles. 

I SHOULD not like to have my enemy take a view 
of my mind when I am going to alk proteftion oi 
any man ; for which reafon I generally endeavour 
to prote£l myfelf ; but this going to Monfieur* le Due 
de C**** was an aft of compulfion— had it been an. 
»ft of choice^ I fhould have done it> I fuppofe» like 
other people. 

How many mean plans of dirty addrefs, as I went 
along, did my fervile heart form? I deferved theBaf- 
tile for every one of them. 

Then nothing would ferve me, when I got within 

fight of Verfailles, but putting words ^d fentences 

together, and conceiving attitudes and. tones, to. wreath 

myfelf into Monfieur le Due de C****'s good graces 

.—This will do, fdd I — Juft as well, retorted I ag«n, 

as a coat carried up to him by an adventurous taylor, 

without taking the meafure— Fool ! condnuedl— - 

fee Monfieur le Due's face firft— obfervc what cha- 

rafter is written in it-*-take notice in what pofture he 

flands to hear you-^-mark the turns and expreflions o£ 

his body and limbs — and for the tone: — the iirft found 

which comes from his lips will give it you ; and from/ 

aM thefe together you^l compound an addrefs at once 

upon the fpot,. which cannot difguA the Duke— the in-^ 

gredients are Jiis'own, and moil likely to go down. 

Well! 
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Well ! faid I, I wifti it well ever — ^Coward agaiiM 
as if man to man were not equal throughout the whole 
furface of the gibbe : and if in the field — why noi face- 
to face in the cabinet too? And truft me, Yorick> 
whenever it is not fo, man is falfe to himfelf, and be« 
trays his own fuccours ten times where nature does it 
once. Go to the Due de C**** with the Bailile ih 
thy look — my life for ft, thou wilt be fent back to 
Paris in half an hour with an efcort. 

I believe fo, faid I— Then I'll go to the Duke, by 
Heaven ! with all the gaiety and debonairnefs in the 
world. — 

—And there you are wrong again,, replied I— A 
Heart at eafe, Yorick, flies into no extremes — 'tis ever 
on its cente r Well ! well ! cried I, as the coach- 
man tum'd in at the gates, I find I fhall do very well : 
and by the time he had wheePd round the court, and 
brought me up to the door,. I found myfelf fo much, 
the better for my own le6ture^ that I neither afcended 
the fteps like a vidlim to jullice, who was to part with 
life upon the topmoft— nor did I mount them with a 
ikip and a couple of i^des, as I do when I fly up, Eliza! 
to thee^ to meet it;«— 

SEHT. JOUHMEYjk Pf I44«. 
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INHUMANITY. 

I 

T"''HERE is a fecret fhame which attends every z6t 
of inhumanity* not to be conquered in the hardefi; 
natures. 

Many a man will do a cruel a£l> who at the /aine 
time will blufh to look you in the face, a1id is forced 
to turn aiide before he can have a heart to execute hi» 
purpofe. y . 

Inconfident creature that a man is ! ^ho, at that 
indant that he does what is wrong, is not able to 
idthhold Hs teflimony to what is good and praife- 
worthy. 

SERM. III. p. 56. 



ssxs 



JUDGMENT OF THE \ WORLD.- 

■ 

'TPO judge juftly of the world,— we mufk fEand at 
-^ a due diftance from it ; — which will difcover to . 
tts the vanity of its riches and honours, in fuch true 
dimenfions, as will engage us to behave oorfelves to- 
wards them with moderation.— This is all that it 
wanting to make us wife and good ;— that we may be 
left to the full influence of religion:-— to ^MA 
Chriftiamt/ fo fyg conduces^ that it is the ff€&tA 
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Veffing, the peculiar advantatgc wc enjoy under its m-^ 
fitution,— that it affords us not only the moil excellent 
precepts of this kind, but it alfo (hews us thofe pre- 
cepts confirmed by the moft excellent examples. — ^A 
heathen phiiofbpher may talk very elegantly about 
defpifkig the world, and, like Seneca, may prefcribe 
very ingenious rules to teach us an art he never exer* 
cifed himfelf :— for all the while he was writing in 
pndfe of poverty, he was enjoying a great eftate, and 
endeavouring to make it greater,— but if ever we hope 
to reduce thofe rules to pradice, it muft be by the help 
of religion* 

SERMON XXXVI. JP. Ilft» 



SUICIDE. 

T T THAT fcripturc and all civilized nations teach 
^ ^ concermng the crime of taking away another- 
sum's life — is applicable to the wickednefs of a man's 
attempting to bereave himfelf of his own. — He has no 
more right over it,<— than over that of others :— -and 
whatever falfe glofles have been put upon it by men 
•f bad heads or l^d hearts,*— it is at the bottom a 
complication of cowardice, and wickednefs, and weak- 
»efs— ii, one of the fataleft miftakes defperation csi 
Imrry a man into ;^nconMent with ^ the reafbning 
md religion of the world, and irreconcileable with that 
patience under affiidions^— -that refignatioD and My 
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iniffion to the will of God in all ftraits, which htc^ 
quired of us. But if our calamities be brought upoa 
ourfelves by a man's own wickednefs, — ftill has he lefi- 
to urge, — lefs reafon has he to renounce the protect 
Uon of God — when he moH ilands in need of it». 
and of his mercy, 

SERMON XXXV. F* 104^ I 



JUSTICE- 

EVERY obflrudlion of the courfe of jaftice, U z 
door opened to betray fociety, and bereave us 
of thofe bleffings which it has in view. To Hand up 
for. the privileges of fuch placesj.is to bvite men to £a- 
with a bribe of impunity. — Tt is a ftrange way of doing 
honour to God> to fcreen actions which are a difgrace 
tp humanity. 

IB. P. lOJ. 



BAD EFFECTS OF QUACKERY. 

00 great are the difficulties of tracing. out the hid- 
*^ den caufes of the evils to which this frame of ours is 
fiibjeft, — that the moft candid of the profeiQion have 
ever allowed and lamented how unavoidable they are 
in the dark. — So that the beft medicines, adminiftered 
with the wifeU heads> jQiall often do the*inifchi,ef the^ 
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were intended to prevent. — Thefe are misfortunes to^ 
which we aft fubjefl in this ftate of darknefs ; — ^but 
when men without ikill, — without education, — without 
knowledge either of the diftemper, or even of what 
they fell, — make merchandize of the miferable, — and, 
from a dilhoneft principle, — trifle with the pains of the 
unfotcunatey— too often with their lives, — and from 
the mere motive of a difhoneft gain, — every fuch in- 
llance of a perfon bereft of life by the hand of igno- 
rance, can be confidered in no other light than a 
branch of the fame root. — k is murder in the true 
fenfe ; — which, though not cognizable by our laws,— - 
by the laws of right, every man's own raind and con- 
fcience, muft appear equally black and deteftable. — 

In doing what is wrong, — ^we (land chargeable witik 
all the bad confequences which arife from the adion, 
whether fbrefeen or not. — And as the principal view 
of the empiric in thofe cafes is not what he always- 
pretends,-^the good of the public, — but the good o£ 
himfelf,-^it makes the action what it is. — 

Under this head, it may not be improper to comv 
prehend all adulterations of medicines, wilfully 
made worfe through avarice. — If a life is loft by fucH: 
wilful adulterations,— and it may be affirmed,' that, ia 
many critical turns of an ajcute diftemper, there is but 
a fmgle caft left for the patient, — the trial and chance 
of a fingle drug in his behalf; — and if that has wil- 
fully been adulterated and wilfully defpoiled of its beft 
virtues,— what will the vender anfwer ? — 

SERMON XXXV. P. IO9* 



f 



( 258v } 

REGULATION OF SPIRIT. 

THE great bufinefs of man is the regulation of hi5 
fpirit ; the pofTefiion of fuch a frame and tem- 
per of mind> as will lead us peaceably through this 
world, and in the many weary ftages of it, afford us, 
what we jfhall be fure to Hand in need of, — Reft untv 
our fouls* 

Reft unto our fouls ! — 'tis all we want— the end of 
all our wifties and purfuits : give us a profpeft of this, 
we take the wings of the morning, and fly to the Ht- 
termoll parts of the earth to have it in poffeflion : we 
feck for it in titles, in riches and pleafures — cliitib np 
after it by ambition> — come dowji again and itoop for 
k by avarice, — try all extreme:* ; Hill we are gone out 
of the way ; nor is it, till after many miferable expe* 
rimentSj that we are convinced at laft-, we have been 
feeking every where tV>r it, but wh.rc there is a prof* 
pe6l of finding it ; and rlvat is, within ourfelves, in a 
meek and lowly difpofuiun of heart. This, and this 
only will give us reft unto our fouls :— reft from thofe 
turbulent and haughty paffions which difturb our quiet : 
—reft from the provocations and difappointments of 
the world, and a train of untold evils too long to be 
recopntcd, againft all which, this frame and preparatioa 
of mind is the beft protection. 

»E&MON XXV* P* iSq. 

JUSTICE 



( 259 ) 



JUSTICE AHD HONESTY. 

JUSTICE and honefty contribute very much to- 
wards all the faculties of the mind : I mean> that y 
it clears up the underHan^ng from that mift, which 
dark and crooked defigns are apt to raife in it,—- and 
that it keeps up a. regularity in the affedlions, by fuf- 
fering no lufts or by ends to difordei; them.— That it 
likewife preferves the mind from all damps of grief 
and melancholy, which are the fure confcquences of 
unjuft adions ; and that by fuch an improvement of 
the faculties, it makes a man fo much the abler to dif- 
ccm, and fo much the more cheerful, adlive, and dili- 
gent to mind his bufinefs — Light is fown for the righ- 
teoQSy (ays the prophet, and gladnefs for the upright in 
heart. 

Secondly, let it be obferved, — that in the continuance 
and courie of a virtuous man's affairs, there is little pro- 
b<ibility of his falling into confiderable difappointments 
or calamities ;— -not only becaufe guarded by the provi- 
dence of Goi>, but that honefty is in its own nature 
the freeft from danger. 

Firft, becaufe fuch a one lays no projefts, which it 
is the intereft of the other to Wall, and therefore needs 
no indireft methods or deceitful pradlices to fecure 
his intereft by undermining others. — The paths of 
virtue are plain and ftraight, fo that the blind, perfons 
of the meancft capacity, ihall not err,— Dilhonefty 

requires 



( a6o ) 

lequires -(kill to condud it, and as great art to coir- 
ceal — what 'tis every one's intereft to detedl. And I 
think I need not remind you how oft it happens iir 
attemi)ts of this kind-^— where worldly men ih hafte 
to be rich, have over-run th'e only means to it^— and 
for want of laying their contrivances^ wkh proper 
cunning, or managing them with proper (ecrefy and 
advantage, have loft for ever, what they might have 
certainly fecured with honelly and plain- dealing.— • 
The general caufes of the difappointments in their 
buiinefs, or of the unhappinefs in their lives* lying 
but too manifeftly in their own diforderly paffions^ 
which, by attempting to carry them a fhorter way to 
riches and honour, difappoint them of both for cver> 
and make plain, their ruin is from themfelves ; and that 
they eat the fruits which their own hands have watered 
and ripened*. 

SERMON XXVIII. p. Z5J» 



THE TEMPTATION. 

PARIS. 

WHEN I alighted at the hotel,, the porter told, 
me a young woman with a bandbox had been 
that moment inquiring for me.— I do not know, faid 
the porter, whether. fhe is gone away or no. I took 
the key of my chamber jof llim, and went up flairs ; 

and 



( 26i ) 

and when I had got within ten fteps of the top of Ac 
landing before my door, I met her coming eafily 

«k)wn. 

It was the fair /ille de chambre I had walked along 
the Quai de Contr with : Madame de R**** had fent 
her upon fome commiflion to a merchant e de modes within 
A ftep or two of the Hotel de Modene ; and as I had 
failed in waiting upon her, had bid her inquire if I had 
left Paris : and if fo, whether I had not left a letter 
addreffed to her. 

As the imfille de cbamhre was fo near my door, fhe 
jeturned back, and went into the room with me for a 
moment or two, whilfl I wrote a card. 

It was a fine flill evening in the latter end of the 
month of May— the crimfon window- curtains (which 
were of the fame colour of thofe of the bed) were drawn 
dofe-^the fun was fetting,— and refleded thro' them 

fo warm a tint into the {2^x fille de chamhre*s face 1 

thought fhe blufh'd — the idea of it made me blufh my* 
i€ii — ^we were quite alone ; and that fuperinduced a fe- 
cond blufh before the iirft could get off. 

There is a fort of pleafing half-guilty blufh, where 
the blood is more in fault than the man — 'tis fent imj>e- 
tuous from the heart, and virtue flies after it — not to 
icali it back, but to make the fenfation of it more deli- 
cious to the nerves *tis afTociated.— 

But rU not defcribe it 1 felt fomething at firft 

within me which was not in flri^ unifon witii the 
Je.^on of virtue I -had given her the night before — I 
ibiight five minutes for a card — I knew I had not one. 

I took 
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1 took ap a pen — I laid it down agd n m y hani 
trembled — the devil was in me. 

I ktlow as well as any one he is an adverfary, whom 
if we reiifl he will fly from us-^but I feldom reM him 
at all ; from a terror that, though I may conquer, I may 
ftill get a hurt in the combat— fo I give up the triumph 
for fecurity ; and inilead of thinking to make him flyi 
I generally fly myfelf. 

The £zir file de cbamhre came clofe up to the bureaa 
Mrhere I was looking for a card— firfl took up the pen 
I cafl down, then ofFer'd to hold me the ink ; ihe ofl«red 
it fo fwcetly, I was going to accept it — ^but I durft not— 
I have nothing, my d«ar> fiud I> to write upon.— Write 
It, faid flie, fitnply, upon any diing— . 

I was juft going to cry out. Then I mil write it, fiur 
girl ! upon thy lips. 

If I do, faid I, I fliall pcrifli ^fo I took her by 

the hand, and led her to the door, and begg'd ftt 
would not forget the leflbn I had given her— —She 
faid, indeed fhe would not— and as ihe uttered it with 
fome eamefhiefs, (he tum*d about, aiid gave me both 
lier hands, clofed together, into min&— it was impoffi' 
ble not to comprefs them in that iituation— — «| wiih'd 
to let them go ; and all the time I held them, I kept 
arguing within myfelf againft it — and Ml I held them 
on. — —In two minutes I found I had the battle to fight 
over again — and felt my legs and every limb about me 
tremble at the idea« 

The foot of the bed was mthin a yard and a half 
of the place where we were landing — I had ftill 

hold 



htAi of her haiids— and how it happened I can give 
no account, but I neither afk'd her-— nor drew her— 
nor did I think of the bed — ^but fo it did happen, we 
both fat down. 

I'll juft fhew you, faid the fair///* /jV chamhrey the 
£ttle purfe I have been making to-day to hold your 
crown. So (he put her hand into her right pocket, 
which was next to me, and felt for it fome time— then 

into the left—** She had loft it." 1 never bore 

expedation more quietly — ^it was in her right pocket 
at laft — ^flie puU'd it out : it was of green tafFety, lined 
with a little bit of white quilted fatm, and juft big 
eix>ugh to hold the crown — ihe put it into my hand ;««« 
it was pretty ; and I held it ten minutes, with the 
back of my hand refting upon her lap — ^looking fome- 
times at the purfe, fometimes on one fide of it. 

A ftitch or two had brdce out in the gathers of my 
flock— ^e fair///f de cham&re, without faying a word, 
took out her little houfewife, threaded a fmall needle, 
and few'd it up-^— I forefaw it would hazard the glory 
of the day, and as (he pafs'd her hand in fileoce acrofs 
and acrofs my neck in the manoeuvre, I felt the laurels 
fliake which fancy had wreath 'd about my head. 

A ftrap had given way in her walk, and the buckle 
of her (hoe was juft falling off— See, faid the /He de 
chambre^ holding up her foot.— I could not from my 
foul but faften the buckle in return, and putting in 
die ftrap— and lifting up the other foot with it, when 
I had 4one, to fee both were right — ^in doing it too 

fuddenly— • 
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(bddexily — ^it nntvridibly threw the hirjUk dt d^aaht 

trfF her center — and then-^ 

6£NT. JOURK£T« P. IJf 




THE CONQUEST- 

"yESi and then*— Ye whofe clay-cold heads 
and lukewarm hearts can argue down or maik 
your palHons, tell me, what trefpafs is it that man 
ftiould ha\'c them ? or how his fpirit (lands anfwer- 
able to the Father of fpirits, but for his conduct under 
them. 

If Nature has fo wove her web of kindnefs, that 
fbme threads of love and deiire are entangled with the 
piece — mud the whole web rent in drawing them Ont?- 
Whip me fuch ftoics, great Governor of nature 1 faid 
I to myfelf — Wherever thy providence (hall place 
me for the trial of my virtue — whatever is my fjanger 
—whatever is my (ituation — let me feel the move- 
ments which rife out of it, and which belong to me as a 
man— ard if I govern them as a good one, I will truft 
the if] lies to thy juftice: for thou haft made us, and 
not we ourfelves. 

As I finilh'd my addrefs, I raifed the fair /Ik ^ 
chamhre up by the hand, and led her out of the room 
ihe ftood by me 'till I lock'd the door and put 

the 
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the key in my pocket attd the n ■ t he viftoty 

being quite decifive and not 'till then, I prefs'd 

my lips to her cheek, and, taking her by the hand» 
<led her fafe to the gate of the hotel. 

SENT, JOURNEY, p. 179. 



APPLICATION OF RICHES. 

T TOW OoD <lid intend them,— may as well bs 
-** -*• known from an appeal to your own hearts, and 
the infcription you fhall read there, — as from any 
chapter and verfe I might cite upon the fubje^ Let 
us then for a moment turn our eyes that way, and 
Gonfider the traces which even the moft infenfible 
man maj^ have proof of, from what we may perceive 
fringing up within him from fome cafual aft of gc« 
iierofity; and though this is a pleafure which properly 
bebngs to tiie good, yet let hinv.try the isxperiment ; 
>— let him comfort the captive, or coyer the naked witli 
a garment, and he will feel what is meant by that mo- 
rtl delight arifmg in the mind from the confcience of 
a humane aftion. 

Biit to kiiow it right, we muft call upon the com- 
panionate; cruelty gives evidence unwillingly, and 
feels the pleafurQ but imperfeftly^ for this, like ali 
other pleafures, is of a relative nature, and confequent- 
ly the enjoyment of it requires fbme qualification in 
the faculty, as much as the enjoyment of any otlier 

N good 
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fpoi does :— there muft be fomething antecedent in the 
difpofitioh and temper which will render that good, 
**— a good to that individual ; oth^rwife, though 'tis 
true it may be poffcfled, — ^yet it never can be enjoyed. 

SERM. XXIII* p. l6l» 



REASON. 

'TPHE judgments of the more diiinterefted anj 
"^ impartial of us, receive no fraall tinfture from 
our afiedHons: we generally confult them in all die 
doubtful points ; and it happens well if the matter in 
queftion is not almoft fettled before the arbitrator is 
called into the debate; — ^but in the more flagrant in- 
Aances, where the paffions govern the whole man, 
'tis melancholy to fee the office to which reafon, the 
great prerogative of his nature, is reduced: fbrving 
the lower appetites in the difhoneft drudgery of finding 
«mt arguments to juftify the prdcnt purfuit. 

To judge lightly of our own worth, we fhould re- 
tife a little from the world, to fee its pleafures-^and 
pains too, in ^their proper fize and dimeniions: this, 
mf doubt, was the reafon St. Paul, when he intended 
to convert Felix, began his difcourfe upon the day of 
jwlgment, on purpofe to take the heart from off this 
world and its pleafures, which difhonour the under- 
Handing fo as to torn the wifeft of men into fools and 
childienf srjlmon xix. p. 87. 

THE 
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THE CHARITY. 

THERE is a long dark paflage ifluiag out from 
the opera comique into a narrow ftreet; 'tis 
trod by a few who humbly wait for z fiacre^ or wifh 
to get off quietly oYoot when the opera is done. At 
the end of. it, towards the theatre, 'tis lighted by a 
fmall candle, the light of which is almoft loft before 
yott get half-way down : but near the door — 'tis more 
for ornament than ufe, you fee it as a fix'd ftar of the 
leaft magnitude; it burns— but does little good to the 
world, that we know of. 

In returning along this paflage, I difcern'd, as I ap* 
proach'd within five or fix paces of the door, two la- 
dies ftanding arm in arm, with their backs againft the 
wall, waiting, as I imagined, for ^ fiacre — ^as they were 
next the door, I thought they had a prior right ; fo 
edged myfelf up within a yard, or little more« of them, 
and quietly took my ftand ■ I was in black, and 
fcarce feen. 

The lady next me was a tall lean figure of a woman* 
of about thirty-fix; the other of the fame fize and make, 
of about forty ; there was no mark of wife or widow 
in any one part of either of them — ^they feem'd to be 
two upright veftal fitters, unfapp'd by carefles, unbroke 
in upon by tender falutations : I could have wifh'd to 
kave made them happy — their happinefs vas deftin'd 
that night, to come from anothet quartert 
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A low Toice, with a good turn of expreflion, ant 
-fwect cadence at the end o£ it, begg'd for a twelvc- 
fous piece betwixt them, for the love of Heaven. 1 
thought it fingular that a beggar would fix the quota 
/)f an .alms — and that the fum fhould be twelve times 
.as much as what is ufually j;iven in .the dark. They 
.both feemed aflonifh'd at it as much as myfclf.— 

Twelve .fous! faid one A twelve fous piece! faid 

.tljc other— and made no reply. 

The poor man faid, he knew not :how to alk lc6 
.of ladies of their rank ; .and bow'jd down his head to 
:the ground. 

Poo! faid they— we liave no money. 

The beggar remained filent for a momoat or two^ 
(Spid renewed his fuppUcation. 

Do not, my /air young ladies^ faid he, ftop your 
..cars againfl me— -Upon my word, honeft man! faid 
the younger, we have no change — Then God blefe 
you, faid the poor man, and multiply thofe joys which 
you caji give to others without change! — ^I obferved 
^hc elder fifter put her hand into her pocket — ^1*11 fee, 
faid (he, if I have a fous. — A fous! give twelve, faid 
the fupplicant ; Nature has been bountiful to you« be 
lK)untiful to a poor man. 

I would, friend, with all my heart* faid the younger, 
if I had it. 

My fair charitable ! faid he« addreffing himfelf to 

the elder— What is It hwt your goodnefs and hamani- 

ty which makes your blight eyes fo fweet, that they 

^ui^iine the morning even in this darkpaflage? and 

whit 



wfiat was It which made the Marquis de Santerre and 
his brother fay fo much of you both as they juft pafs'd 
by? 

The two ladies feemed much aflfeded ; and impuU 
fively at the fame time they both put their hands into 
Aeir pocket,, and each took out a twelve-fous piece.. 

The conteft betwixt them- and the poor fupplicant 
was no more — it was continued betwixt themfclves, 
which of the two (hould -give the twelve-fous piece 

in charity and, to end the difpute, they bjth gave 

it together, and the man went away.— 

»BNT. JOUHNEY, VOL, V, P. 206» 



MISFORTUNE AND CONSOLATION. 

•T^HERE is not an objedl in this world which Goxf 
-*• can be fuppofed to look down upon with great- 
er pleafure, than that of a good man involved in misfor- 
tunes, furrounded on all fides with difficulties — yet 
cheerfully bearing up his head, and ftruggling againft 
them with firmnefs and conftancy of mind. — Certa'n- 
ly, to our conceptions fuch objedls muft be. truly en- 
gaging* — ^d the reafon of fo exalted anencmium 
ftom this hind 9 is eafily to be guefled : no doubt 
the wifeil of the heathen philofophers had found, from 
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•bfenration upon the life of man, that the man^r trou- 
bles and infirmities of his nature, the fickneflcs, dif- 
appointments, forrows for the lof& of children or pro- 
perty, with the numberlefs other calamities and crofs 
accidents to which the life of man is fubjeft, were 

in themfelves fo greats and fo Iktle folid comfort 

to be adminiftered from the mere refinements of phi- 
lofophy in fuch emergencies, that there was no vir- 
tue which required greater efforts, or which was found 

io difficult to be atchieved upon moral principles 

wliich had no foundation to fuflain this great weight, 
which the infirmities of our nature laid upon it. And 
for this reafon, 'tis obfervabkj^ that there is no fub< 
jed, upon which the moral writers of antiquity have 
exhaufled fo much of their eloquence, or where they 
have fpent fo much time and pains, as in this of en- 
deavouring to reconcile men to thefe evils. Infomuch, 
that from thence, in moft modern languages, the pa-> 
tient enduring of affliftion, has hy degrees obtain- 
ed the name of philofophy* and almoft monopoliaed 
the word to itfelf, as if it were the chief end or 
compendium of all the wifdom which philofophy had 
to offer. And indeed, confidering what lights they 
had, fome of them wrote extremely well; yet, as 
what they faid proceeded more from the head than iho 
heart, 'twas generally more calculated to filence a man 
in his troubles, than to convince and teach him how 
' to bear them. And therefore, however fubtile and 
ingenious their arguments might appear in the reading,^ 
'ti« to be fcved they loft much of thei^ efficacy, when 
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tried in the application. If a man were thruft back 
in the world by difappointments, or — as was J^ob'% 
cafe — had fufiered a fudden change in his fortunes, 
from an affluent condition were brought down by a 
train of cruel accidents, and pinched with poverty 
— philofophy would come in, and exhort him to 
(land his ground; — it would tell him that the fame 
greatnefs and ftrcngth of mind which enabled him 
to behave well in the days of his profperity, ihould 
equally enable him to behave well in the days of his 
adverfity: — that it was the property only of weak 
and bafe fpirits, who were infolent in the one, to be 
deje^ed and overthrown by the other ; whereas great 
and generous fouls were at all times calm and equal ^-^ 
As they enjoyed the advantages of life with indiffe- 
rence, — they were able to refign them with the fame 
temper, — and confequently — ^were out of the reach 
of fortune. All which, however fine, and likely to 
iatisfy the fancy of a man at eafe, could convey but 
little confolation to a heart already pierced with for- 
row; — nor is it to conceived how an unfortunate 
creature fhould any more receive relief from fuch a 
ledlure, however juft, than a man racked with an 
acute fit of the gout or ttone, could be fuppofed to 
be fct free from torture, by hearing from his phyfi- 
cian a nice differtation upon his cafe. The philofo- 
phic confolations in ficknefs, or in afflidlions for the 
death of friends and kindred, were juft as efficacious ; 
—and were rather in general to be confidered as good 
iayings than jood remedies,— ^a that^ if a man were 
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bereaved of a promifing child, in whom all his hopes 
and expeflations centered,— or a wife were left defti- 
tute to mourn the lofs and protedion of a kind and 
tender hulband, Seneca or Epi8etus would telL the 
penfive parent and difconfolats widew— »that tears and 
lapientation for the dead were fruitlefs and abfurd ; that 
to die was the neceffary and unavoidable debt of na- 
ture ; — and as it could admit of no remedy, — 'twas 
impious and foolifti to grieve and fret themfdves 
upon it.. 

Upon fuch fage counfel, a& well as many other lef. 
fons of the fame ftamp, the fame reflexion might be 
applied, which is faid to have been made by one of 
the Roman emperors, to one who adminiftered the 
fame confolations to him^ on a like occafion^-^to 
whom, advifmg hira to be comforted, and make hira- 
if^ eafy, fince the event had been brought about by 
a fatality,, and could not be helped,— lie replied, 
•' That this was fo far from leflening his trouble,-^ 
that it was the very circumftance which occafioned iti * 
' — So that upon, the whole — .when the true value of 
thefe, and. many more of their cuirent arguments ha^e 
been weighed and brought to the teft, — oae is- led to 
doubt, whether the greateft part of their- h^roes^ tljc 
doft ijenowned for conflaiicy> were not much more 
indebted to good nerves and fpirits, or the |Datal«l 
happy frame of their tempers, for behaving well, diaa 
to any extraordinary helps,, which they could be ftp* 
pofed to receive from their inflrudtors. And there*" 
fore I ihQuld o^te no fcruple to ai&rt> that oqie ibiflb' 
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Ihftance of patience and refignation as this^ which' tho^ 
' icripture gives us in the perfon of J^o6, not of on© 
moft pompoufly declaiming upon the contempt of pairv 
and porerty^.bat of a man funk in the lowcii condition* 
of humanity, to behold him when ftripped of his eftate^ 
his wealth, his friendsihis children— cheerfully holdings 
up his head, and entertaining his hard fortune with- 
firmnefs and ferenity ; — and this, not from a ftoical ilu- 
pidity , but a juft fenfe of God's providence, and a per- 
fuafion of his juftice and goodnefsin all his dealings — 
fuch an example, I fay, as this, is of more univerfal u{e>, 
fpeaks truer to the heart, than all the heroic precepts*, 
which the pedantry of philofophy has to offer. 

SERM.XV. p. 7». 



SERMON V: 

THE CASE OF ELIJAH AND THE WIDOW 
OF ZAREPHATH CONSIDERED* 

I KINGS XVIX. l6. 

jiftd the barrel of meal ivajied not, neither did the crufc 
of oil fail y according to the ivsrd of the Lord ivhich he^ 
fpdke hy the prophet Elijah,; 

to 

'T'^^ words of the text' are thie record of a mi- 
racle lyrought in behalf of the widow of Za* 
r«phatb, who bad charitably taken £Uja!:i under her 
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roof, and adminiflered unto him sn a time of great 
fcarcity and diftrefs. There is fomething very intcrcft- 
ing and afiediohate in the manner this ftoiy is rclatal 
in holy writ : and as it concludes with a fecond (till 
more remarkable proof of God's favour to the fame per- 
fon, in the reftoration of her dead fon to life, one can- 
not but confider both miracles as rewards of that ad of 
piety, wrought by infinite power, and left upon record 
in fcripture, not merely as teftimonies of the prophet's 
divine mifiion, but likewife as two encouraging inftan- 
ces of God Almighty's bleffing upon wotks of charity 
and benevolence. 

In this view I hajire made choice of this piece of fe- 
cred hiftory, which I (hall beg leave to m^e oic of as 

I 

the ground-work for an exhortation to charity in gene- 
ral: and that it may better anfwcr the particular pur- 
pofe pf this folemnity, I will endeavour to enlarge upon 
it with fuch refle(ftions, as, I trull in God, will excite 
fome fentiments of companion which may be profitable 
to fo pious a defign* 

Elijah had fled from two dreadful evils^ the approach 
of a famine, and the perfecution of Ahab, an enraged 
enemy : and in obedience to the command of God, 
had hid himfelf by the brook of Cherith, that is be- 
fore Jordan* In this iafe and peacefi^l folitode, hiefled 
with daily marks of God's providence^ the holy maa 
dwelt free both from the cares and glories of the world : 
by a miraculous impulfe the ravens brought him hreal 
4LndfleJh in the morningy and Jbread itnd flejb in the even" 
hg$ and he drattk- of thi hrwh; till bjr continiumce of 
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droofght (the windows of heaven being (hat up in thofe 
days for three years and fix months/ which was the na« 
tural caufe likewife of the famine) it came to pafs after 
a while that the brook, the great fountain of hisfupport^ 
' dried up ; and he is again direded by the word of the 
Lord where to betake himfelf for ihelter. He is com- 
manded to arife and go to Zarephath, which belonged 
to Zidon, with an aifurance that he had difpofed thcr 
heart of a widow woman there to fuftain him. 

The prophet follows the call of God : the fame hanJ 
which brought him to the gate of the city, had led alfa 
the poor widow out of her doors, oppreffed with for* 
row. She had come forth upon a melancholy errand^ 
to make preparation to eat her laft meal, and (hare it 
with her child. 

No doubt, Ihe had long fenced againft this tragical 
event with all 'the thrifty , managememt which fclf-pre*' 
iciVation and parental love could infpire; full, no 
doubt, of cares and many tender apprehenfions leff 
the flender ftock ihould fail them before the return of 
plenty^ 

But as (he was a widoWr having loft the only faith- 
ful friend, who would beft have alTifted her in her vir- 
tuous ftruggle, the prefent ncceflity of the times at 
length overcame her > and (he was juft falling down an^ 
cafy prey to it, when Elijah came to the place where 
flxc was. And he called unto hevy and f aid y Fetch mti I pray 
thect a little <water in a "vejfel, that I maj drinkw And at 
fie titai g^ing U fetch it y he called ujffo her, and faid^ 
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Sfhgfne, tpray thee, a mor/el of bread in thine hand, A/rd' 
fie /aid, as the Lord thy God liveth, I ha^e not a cake, 
hta a handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a crufe : 
and behold, I am gathering twofticksp that I may g^ in and 
drefs it for me and myfon, that wife may eat it and die* 
And Elijah faid unto her. Fear not,, but go, and do as thou 
haft /aid; but make me thereof a littlg cakefirft, and bring 
it unto me, and after, - make for thee and thy f on. For thus 
faith the LordGodofl/rael,. The barrel of meal /hall not 
njoafte, , neither /hall the cru/e ofoilfailr^ until the day that 
the Lord fend rain upon the earth. 

True charity is always HnwtlUng.to find excufes— 
el(e here was a fair opportunity of pleading many : (he 
might have infifted over;again upon her fituation^ which 
aeceiTarily tied up her hands — ihe might have urged 
the unreafonableneis of. the lequeft;— -that fhe was re- 
duced to the loweft extremity already — and that it was 
contrary to juiHce and the firft law of nature^ to rob 
iicrfelf and child of their laft morfel, and give it to a. 
ftrangen 

But in generous (pints* compafiTon is fometimes mort 
than a balance for. felf-preiervation. ^ For» as God 
certainly interwove that friendly foftnefs in our naturt 
to be> check upon too great a propenfity towards felf- 
love — {o it (eemed to operate here. For it is obferv* 
abl^9 that though the prophet backed nis requeft with 
the promife of an immediate recompence in multiply<r 
ing her dock; yet it is not evident, fhe was influenced 
at all by that temptation*. For it (he bad^ doubtlefs it 
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nwift" have wrought fach a mixture offelf-ihtcitft inft>* 
^ motive of her compliance, as muft greatly have al- 
layed the merit of thea£lion. But this, I fay, does not 
appear, but rather the contrary,, from the refle^Uon 
(he makes -upon the whole ia the laft verfe of the 
chapter. No*w by this I kno*w that thou aift a man sf 
Godi and that the njoord of the Lord, in thy mouth it 
truth. 

Befides, as (he was an inhabitant of Zarephath (or,, 
as it is called, by St..Luke>. Sarepta, fubjedl to Zidon, 
the metropolis of Phoenicia, without th& bounds of 
God's people), (he. had been brought up in grofs darl&- 
nefs and idolatry,, in utter. ignorance of the Lord God 
of Ifrael: or, if (he had heard of his name, which. is 
all that feems probable,. (he had > been taught to di(be— 
lievethe mighty wonders of. his hand,„ and was ftill leis 
]ikely to beUeve hisprophet; 

Moreover, (he migbt argue,. If this. man by fome 
fecret myftery of his own, or through the power of his 
God, be able to procure fo preternatural a fupply 
ibr me, whence comes it to pafs,, that he now (lands 
in want himfelf, opprefled both with hunger, and 
thir(l^ 

It appears therefore, that (he muft^ have been 
wrought upon by an unmix'd principle of humanity. 
*— She looked upon him as a fellow-partner almoft in 

the fame afiUdionwith herfelf* She coniidered he 

had come a weary pilgrimage, in a fultry climate, 
through an exhaufted country; where neither bread 
•i.water were^to be had^ but by aAs of liberality.-— 
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Thjft fie bad come an unknown traveller, and as > 
hard heart never wants pretence, that this circum- 
ftanccr which fhould rather have befriended, might 

have helped to opprefs him. She confidered, for 

eharity is ever fruitful in kind reafons, that he was 
now far fnnn hia own country, and had ftraycd out of 
the reach of the tender offices of fome one who affec- 
tionately moomed his abfence— her heart wa« touched 
with pity* — She turned in filence, and ivent and did aC" 
cording as he faidm Andhehxddy both Jhe^ and he ^ and her 
hottfe^ did eat many days ; ox, as in the margin, one whole 
year. And the barrel of meal <wafted mft, neither did the 
crufe of oil fail, until the de^ that God fent rain mfon the 
earth. 

Though it may not feem neceffary to raife conjec- 
tured hcte upon this event, yet it is natural to fuppofe, 
the danger of the famine being thus unexpeftedly got 
over, that the mother began to look hopefully for- 
wards for the reft of her days* There were many wi- 
dows in Ifrael at that time, when the heavens were fhi^ 
up for three years and fix months, yet, as St. Luke ob- 
ferves, to none of them *was the prophet fent, fofve to thif 
nvidvw (ffSarepta : in all likelihood, (he would not be 
the laft in making the ^me obfervation, and drawing 
•from it fome flattering conclufion in favour of her fon^ 
—Many a parent would build high upon a worfe foun- 

idation. ** Since the Goi> of Ifrael has thus fent 

'** his own mcffengcr to us in our diftreis, to pafs by fc 
•* many houfes of his own people, and ftop at mine, to 
^ fave it in fo miraculous a manner from deftrudlion ;. 

H doubtleisr 
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*' doubtIej&» this is f)ut an eameft of his firttifr 
*<kind intentions to us : at lead his goodnefs h» 
*' decreed to comfort my old age by the long life 
«' and health of my fon :-— but perhaps^ he has fome* 
«* thing greater dill in ftore for him, and I (hall 
** live to fee the fame hand hereafter crown his head 
** with glory and honour*" We may naturally fup- 
pofe her innocently carried away with fuch thoughts^ 
when (he is called back by an unexpeded diftemper 
which furprifes her fon, and in one moment brings 
down all her hopes— y^ hisjicknefs iimsJo /ore that there 
nvas no kreath left in him^ — 

The expoftulations of immoderate grief are feldom 

juft. For, though Elijah had v.already preferred her 

fon, as well as herfelf, from immediate death, and wai 
the laft canfe to be fufpefted of fo fad an accident ; yet 
the paifionate mother in the firil tranfport challenges 
him as the author of her misfortune ;— and as if he 
had brought down forrow upon a houfe which had fo 
hofpitably fheltcred him. The prophet was too full of 
compaflion to make reply to fo unkind an accufation*. 
He takes the dead child out of his mothers bojhm, and laid 
bijn upon his vwn bed ; and he cried unto the Lord, and 
faidy O Lord my God, haft thou brought e^ii upon the tvidotsx 
m)itb tohom I fojoum, by flaying her,fon /* *' Is this the 
«• reward of all her charity and goodnefs ? Thou haft 
" before this robbed her of die dear partner of alj her 
•* joys and all her cares ; and now that flie is a Mridow^ 
•* and has moft reafon to expeft thy protjidion, behold 
*< thou baft withdrawn hex laft prop^ thou haft taken away 

•«hct 




«*'Eer cBitt, the only flay (he had to reft on." A^ 

Elijah cried unto God, and faid, O Lord my God, 1 fra)[ 
thee let this chiWs foul come into him aga'm* 

The prayer was urgent, and befpoke the diftrefsof a 
Humane mind deeply fafFering in the misfortunes of 

another; rr.oreover his heart was rent with other 

paiRons He was zealous for the name^ and honour 

of his God, and thought not only his omnipotence^ 
bur his glorious attribute of mercy, concerned in the 
event ; for oh ! with what triumph would the pro- 
phet retort his own bitter taunt, and fay^ his God <wai 
either talking, or he ixjas purfuing, or ivas in ajf,umey ,• or 
ferad'venture he Jlept attdJboM ha*ve been aivakedJ ' ■ 
He was moreover involved in the fucoefs of his prayer 
himfelf; — honeft minds are moft huitby fcandal.— • 
And he was afraid, left fo foul a one^ fo unworthy of 
his charafteri m^ght arife among tlie heathen, who would 
report with pleafure, " Lo! the widow of Zarephath 
** took the meflenger of the God of Ifnielainder.her.rooG 
«* and kindly entertained him, and fee how ftie is ret 
•< warded^ furely the prophet was ungrateful, ho 
<< wanted powers, or;, what is. worfie, he wanted 
«* pity.*' 

Befides slU this, he pleaded' not the caufe of the 
widow ; it was the caufe of charity itfelf, which had 
feceiveda deep wound already, and would {uStr ftill^ 
more fhould God deny it this teftimony of his favour; 
So the Lord hearkened unto the *voice of Elijah »^ and thi 
J^lof tb^child came unt9 him agaifi,4indte revived* And ' 

Eli/ak 
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Elijah took the child, and brought him do^Mn out of the chants 
her into the houfe, and delivered him unto his mother; and 
Elijah /aid. See, thyfon liveth* 

It would' be a pleafure to a good mind to ftop here 
a moment, and.figurc to itfelf the pidure of fo joyful am 

event. To behold on one hand the raptures of 

the parent, overcome with fupprife and? gratitude, and 
imagine how a fudden ftroke of fuch impetuous joy 
muft operate on a defpairing countenance, long ao- 
cuftomed to fadnefs. — To conceive, on the other fide 
of the//Vr^, the holy man approaching with the child 

in his arms full of honed triamph in his lookar, 

but fweetened with all the land fympathy which a 
gentle nature could overflow with upon fo happy air 
event. It ia a fubjpdl one might lecomihend to .the 
pencil of a great genius, and: would even afibxdi mat* 
ter for defcription here ; but that iCv would lead us too 
far from the particular purpofe, for which I have en* 
larged upon thus much of the ftory already ; the chief 
defign of which is, to illuftrate by a fad, what is evi* 
dent both in reafon aid fcripture, that a charitable 
and good afVion is feldom call away, but that even in 
this life it is. more than> probable, that what i&fo feat* 
tercd Ihall be gathered again; with incjpeafe. Caji thy 
bread ttpon the ^waters, and thou /halt /ind it after many 
days. Be as a father unto the /atherle/s, andinjiead of an 
htt/band unto their mother; /o/halt thou he as a -fan of the 
Moft High, and he twill lo^e thee more than thy' mother 
doth* Be mindfulof good turns, for thou kno-'wc/i not ^what 
eftfUfialL cme. ufou th^ earth ; and 'when- thoufalle/i thou 
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Jkahfind a ft ay m It fi&ll prefemje thee from all aJliSm, 
and fight for thee againft thy enemies^ better than a mighty 
Jhield and aft rong /pear • 

The great inftability of temporal affairs, and con- 
ftant fluduation of every thing in this world, afford 
perpetual occafions of taking refuge in fuch a fecurity^ 

What by fucceflive misfortunes; by failings and 
^crofs accidents in trade ; by mifcarriage of projeds : — 
what by unfuitable expences of parents, extravagances 
of children, and the many other fee ret way ^whereby 
riches make thcmfelves wings and fly away ; fo many 
furprifing revolutions do every day happen in fami- 
lies, that it may not feem ftrange to fay, that the pof- 
terity of fome of the moft liberal contributors heEe,.io 
the changes which one century may produce, may 
poflibly find ihelter under this very plant which now 
they fo kindly watev. Nay, fo quickly fometimes has 
the wheel turned round, that many a man has lived to 
enjoy the benefit of that charity whidi his own piety 
projedlcd. ^ 

But befides this, and exclufive of the right which 
God's promife gives it to prote^on hereafter, charity 
and benevolence, in the ordinary chain of effe^s» 
have a natural and more immediate tendency in thcm- 
felves to refcue a man from the accidents of the worlds 
by foftening the hearts, and winning every man's 
wifbes to its intereft. When a companionate man falls, 
v^ho would pot pity him? who that had power to 
do it, would not befriend and raife him up ? or could the 
Sioft barbarous temper ofifer an infult to his diilref& 

without 
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mthout pain and reludlance ? fo that it i$ almoft * 
wonder that covetoufnefs, even in fpite of itfelf> doc» 
not fometimes argue a man into charity, by its ow» 
principle of looking forwards, and the firm cxpefta- 
tion it would delight in of receiving its own again with 
ufury. — So evident is it in the courfe of God's provi- 
dence and the natural ftream of things, that a good 
ofEfce one time or other gencrally^ nects with a reward 

Generally, did I fay ?— how can it ever fail ?— ^ 

when befides all this, fo large a (hare of the recora- 
pence is fo infeparable even from the adion itfelf.— 
Afk the man who has a tear of tcndemefs always rea- 
dy to ihed over the unfortunate ; who^ withal, is 
ready to diftribute and willing to conuiiumcate i aflL 
him, if the beft things, Which wits have faid of plea- 
fare, have expreffed what he has felt, whim, by a 
feafonable kindnefs, he has made the heart of the nnidan^ 
Jingforjoy f Mark then the expreffions. of unutterabte* 
pleafure and harmony in his: looks ; and fay, whether 
Solomon has^ not flxed the point of true enjoymexxt. 
in the right place, when he declares, ** that he knew 
** no good there wan in any of the riches or honours oT 
** this world, but for- a man to do godd *wth them w his 
<« lift'* Nor was it without reafon he made this judg-: 

ment. Doubtlefs he had found and feen the infuf* 

ficiency of all fenfual pleafures ; how unablie to furnifh 
cither a rational or a lafting fcheme of happinefs : how 
foon the beft of them vanilhed : the lefs exceptionable 
in vanity, but the guilty both in 'vanity and <vexation of 
fbirit^ But that this was of fo pure and refined a na- 
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tore, it'bumcd* without confuming ; it was figuratively 
the <wid<yw*s barrel of meal fwhkh twafted not, and crufe of 
oil lAshich ne^er failed* 

It is not an eafy matter to add weight to the tefti- 
mony of the ixjifeft man, upon the pleaTure of doing 
good ; or elfe the evidence of the philofopher Epicu* 
rus is very remarkable, whofc word in this matter is 
the 'more to be truiled, becaufc a profcffed fenfualift ; 
who, amidfl all the delicacies and improvenjcntsofpka- 
fure which a luxuriant fancy might llrike out, dill main- 
tained that the b«fl way of enlarging human happinefs 
was, by a communication of it to others. 

And if it were neceiTary here, or there were time to 
refine upon this dodrine, one might farther maintain^ 
exclufiKe of the hap^inefa which, the mind itfetf feok in 
the exercife of this virtue,.that the body of man is never 
in a better (late than when he is mod inclined to do good 
offices :*-that as nothing more contributes to health 
than a benevolence of temper, fo nothing generally is^ 
a ftronger indication of it. 

And what feems to confirm this opinion, is an ob- 
servation, the truth of which muil be fubmitted to 
every one's reflexion — namely — that a difinclination 
and backwajfdnefs^ to do good, is often attended, if not 
produced, by an indifpofition of the animal as well as 

• rational part of us : So naturally do the foul and 

body, as in other cafes fd in this, mutually befriend, or 
prey upon each other. And indeed, fetting afide afi 
abftrufer reafoning upon the point, . I cannot conceive 

but that the very mechanical motions which mahuaia 

lifc^ 



-1 ^^M 

life, mull be performed with more equal vigout an4 
ifreedom in that man whom a great and good foul per- 
spetu^ly indines to (hew mercy to the miferable, than 
^^hey can be in a poor, fordid, felfilh wretch, whofe 
little contradled 4ieart melts at no man's afflictions; 
but fits breeding fo intently over its own plots and 
tconcems, as to fee and f<pel nothing; and in truth, 
lenjoy nothing beyond himjelf : and of wbom one may 
iay what that great mafter of nature has, fpeaking of 
jk natural fenfe of harmony^ which I think with more 
juftice may be faid of compaffion, that the man who had 
it not,— 

— ^as fit for tretfons, flratagems and fpoils j 
The MQT I o-NS of his fpirits are dull as night j 
And his affe£lions danlc as Erkbus .: 
«— Xet no fuch man be trufted.— 

What divines fay of the mind, naturalifts have ob- 
ferved of the body ; that there is no pailion fo natural 
to it as love, which is the principle of doing good ;— 
and though inftances, like this juft mentioned, feem 
far from being proofs of it, yet it is not to be doubted 
but that every hard-hearted man has felt much inward 
oppofition before he could prevail upon himfelf to do 
aught to fix and de!erve the charafler : and what we 
fay of long habits of vice, that they are hard to be fub- 
dued, may with equal truth be faid concerning the natu- 
jral impreffions of benevolence, that a man muft do much 
violence to himfelf, and fuffer many a painful ilruggle, 
iDefore he can tear away fo great and noble a part of 

his 
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Ills nattire,-^f thisy antiquity has prefenred a beaotirul 
inftance in an anecdote of Alexander^ the ^rantof 
Fheres, who, though he had fp induftriou/ly hardened 
his hearty as to feem ta take delight in cruelty, info^ 
<nuch as to murder many of his Aibjeds every day, 
' without cauie and without pity ; yet, at the bare repre- 
sentation of a tragedy, which telated the misfortunes 
of Hecuba and Andromache, he was fo touched with 
the fi^tious diflrefs which the' poet had wroug|it up 
in it, that lie burft out into a flood of tears* The ex- 
plication of which inconfiftency is eafy, and cads as 
^reat a luflre upon human nature, as the man himfelf 
was a diigrace to it. The cafe feems to have been this : 
»in r^ai life he had been blinded with paflions', and 
thoughtlefsly hurried on by intereft or. refentment :— 
but here, there was no room for motives of that kind ; 
fo that his attention being flrft caught hold of, and all 
his vices laid afleep; — ^then Nature awoke in tri- 
tiiAph, and fhewed how deeply (he had fown the feeds 
of compaffion in every man's breaft ; when tyrants, 
with vices the moft at enmity with it, were not able en^ 
tirely to root it out. 

But this is painting an amiable virtue, and fetting 
her off with fhades which wickedncfs lends us, when 
©ne might fafely truft to the force of her own natural 
charms, and afk. Whether any thing under heaven, 

in its own nature, is more lovely and engaging ? - 

To illuftrate this the more, let us turn our thoughts 
within ourfelves, and for a moment let any number 
cf us here imagine ourfelves at this inflant engaged, in 

drawing 
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irsmng die moft perfedl and amiable chafa£ler» fudl 
25, according to our conceptions of the Deity, W9 
^ould think moil acceptable to him, and moft likelf 
to be univ6rfally admired by all mankind,-rl appeal 
to your own thoughts, whether the firft idea which 
offered itfelf to moft of our imaginations would not 
be that of a compaftionate benefador , ftretching forth 
ills hands to raife up the helplefs orphan? whatever 
-other virtues we ftionid give our hero, we fliould all 
agree in making him a generous friend, who thought 
the opportunitids of doing good to be the only charm of 
his profperity : we (hould paint him like the pfalmift's 
ri'ver ofGody overflowing the thirfty parts of the earth, 
that he might enrich them, carrying plenty and glad- 
nefs along with him. If this were not fufficient, and 

• 

we were ftill defirous of adding a farther degree of 
perfeftion to fo great a charader ; we fhould endea- 
vour to think offome one, if human nature could fumifh 
fuch a pattern, who, if occafion required, was willing 
to undergo all kinds of afflidion, to facrifice him- 
felf, to forget his deareft interefts, and even lay down 

his life for the good of mankind. And here,— - 

O merciful Saviour ! how would the bright ori- 
ginal of thy unbounded goodnefs break in upon our 
hearts! Thou luho hecameft poor, thai ive might he 
rich^^ — though Lord of all this world, yet hadft not 
twhere to lay thy head — and though equal in power and 
glory to the great God of Nature, yet madeft thyfelf 

tfno reputation, tookefi upon thee the form ofafer^ant. 

iubmitting thyfelf, without opening thy mouth* to all 

, the 
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Ae indignitidi which a thanklcfs and undifccming fco- , 
pic could offers and at length, to accomplifhourialva- 
tion, hecameft ahedient wtto death, fuffering thyfclf, as oa 
this day*, to be led like -a lamb to thejlaughten 

The confidcwtionof this ftupendous inftance of com- 
paflion in the Son of God, is the moft unanfwerablo 
appeal that can be tmade to the heart of man» for the 
reafonablenefs of it in himfelf .— — It u the ^reat ar» 
£iiment which the Apoftles >i]le in almoft all their ex« 
hortations to good ^orks, — Belowd, if Chrifl fo Iwed 
MS' — ^the inference is unavoidable ^ and gives ^aren^th 
and beauty to every thing clfe which can be urged 
upon the fubjeft. And therefore I have rcierved it 
for my laft and warmed appeal, with which I would 
gladly finifh this diicourfd, that at lead for their fake$ 
for whom it rs preached, we might be left to the full 
impreflion of fo exalted 4ind So ieafonable a motive.—* 
That by reflefting uponihc infinite labour of this day's 
love, in *he inftance of Christ's death, we may con- 
fider what an imraenfe debt we owe each other ; and 
by calling to mind the amiable pattern of his life, in 
doing good, we might learn in what manner we may 
bcft difcharge it. 

And, indeed, of all the methods in which a good 
mind would be willing to do it, I believe there can 
be none more beneficial, or comprehenfivc in its 
cffcif^s, than that for which we are here met together 
-•-*-The proper education of poor children Icing the 

grofund- 
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g«dand-work of almoft cvexy other kind of diarityr. 
as that which makes every other fubfequent a^ of it 
tnfwer the pious expe&ation of the given 
. Without this fbundation firft Iaid> how much kind* 
fitk in the progrefs of a benevolent man's life» is una* 
voidably call av/ay ! and fometimes where it is as. 
feafelefs as the expofmg a tender plant to all the in- 
demendes of a cruel feafon^ and then going with 
forrow to take it in» when the root is already <lead-' 
I faid» .therefort, this was the foundation of almoft 
every kind of charity > — ^and might one not have added» 
of all the policy too? fince the many ill confequences- 
which attend the . want of it, though grievoufly felc 
by the parties themfelves, are no Icfs foby the.cwn- 
munity of which they are meml>ers ; and moreover^' 
of all mifcUeft feem the hardefl to be redreffed—- In« 
fomuch, that when one conflders the difloyal feduc- 
ttons of popery on one hand^ and ^n the other, that 
no bad man, whatever he profefTes, can be a good 
fabjed, one may venture to fay, it had been cheaper 
and better for the nation to have borne die cxpence of 
inftilling found principles and good morals into the* 
negledcd children of the lower fort, efpecially in fome 
parts of Great- Britain, than to be obliged, fo often as 
we have been within this laft century, to rife up and 
arm ourfelves againft the rebellious effeds which the • 
w^nt of them has brought down even to our doors* 
And, }n fad, if we are to truft antiquity, the truth 
of which in this cafe we have no reafon to difpute, 
thb matter has been looked upon of fuch vaft import- 

O ance 



( 290 ) 

ance to the civil happinefs and peace of a peopt0» 
dial: fame commonwealths, the moft eminent for po* 
litical wifilonu have chofen to make a public concern of 
it ; tlunjcing it much fafer to be encnified to the pm- 
d^ncc of ^^ mugifbrate* than to the mifiahen toider* 
nefs, or natural pgrdality, of die parent. 

It was coniijdent with this» and befpoke a very re» 
$ne4 ienfe of policy in the Lacedemonians (thoagh 
by the way« I believe, different from what more. mo» 
dem politics would have diredled in like circnm« 
fiances), when Antipater demanded of them fifty chil-' 
dren, as hoilages for the fecurity of a diftant engage-- 
snent, they made this brave and wife anfwer, ^* diey 
•*' would not— they could not confent :-*»they would 
" rather give him double the number of their beft 
*' grown up men."-^Intimating, that, however they 
were difh-efled, they would choofe any inconvenience 
rather than fu^r the lofs of their country's education ; 
and the opportunity (whu^h if once loft can never be 
regained) of giving their youth an eariy tinSure of 
religion, and bringing them up to a love of induftry, 
and a love of the laws and conftitution of thdr coun- 
try. If this (hews the g^at importance of a proper 
education to children of all ranks and conditions, 
what (hall we fay then of thofe whom, the providence 
of God has placed in the very loweft lot of life, ut- 
terly caft out of the way of knowledge, without a pa- 
rent, — Sometimes, may be» without a ftiend to guide 
end inftnid them, but what common pi^ and the ne- 
ceflity of their fad fitua^oa engage ;" ■ w ^ere the 

dangers 
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&mgefs w)iich iurronnd diem cm every fide 9Ctt A 
great and moLny, that for one fortunate pafienger in 
life, who makes wa^^ weU in tke world with fach e»lf 
^ifadvaAu^es, and fo difisial m ietdng out, we may 
reckon thouTands, who etery day Mkr fliipwreck, and 
are loft for ever* 

If there is a cafe nnder heaven wldch cafis out aloud 
for the more immediate exercife of compaffion, anct 
which may be looked upon as the compendium of all 
charity, forely it i$ this : ^md I am ))etfuaded there 
would want nothing more to convince the greateft 
enemy to thefe kind of charities that it is Co, but it 
bare opportumty of taking a nearer view of fome of 
the more diftrefsful obje6b of it. 

Let him go into the dwellings of the unfortunate^ 
into fome mournful cottage, where poverty and af* 
llidion rdgn together. There let him behold the 
difconfolate widow*^iitdng-^fteq[>ed in tears ;-^thu# 
forrowing over the infant ihe knows not how to Aic«> 
cour.-^" O my child, thou art now left expofed t(^ 
'* a wide and vicious worfd, too full of fnares and 
«' temptations for thy tender and unpraflifed age* 
«< Perhaps a parent's love may magnify thofe dangera- 
t€ ..But when I confider thou art driven out naked 
<' into the midftof them, without friends, without fbr-» 
^* tune, without inftrudion, my heart bleeds before* 
" hand for the evils which may cpme upon thee. God» 
*' in whom we trufted, is witnefs, fo low had his pro- 
" vidence placed us, that we never indulged one wifh 
" to have made thee rich;«i^virttt0ttsw9 would have 
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^ made thee ; for thy father, my hit/tand, fwaj a gooi 
*' ma»f and feared the Lordi^^^-^and though all the 
** fruits of hU care and indufhy were little enough for 
" our fupport, yet he honefUy had determined to 
** have fpared fome portion of it, fcanty as it was> to 
«< have placed thee in fafcty, in the way of knowledge 
*' and inflrudion— But alas ! he is gone from us, ne- 
*' ver to return more, and with him are lied the means 
•' of doing it :— For, heboid the creditor is come upon 
*' «j, to take all thatwehave."— Grief is eloquent, 
and will not eafily be imiuted. — But let the man, who 
is the leaft friend to diftrefles of this nature, conceive 
fome difconfolate widow uttering her complaint even 
in this manner, and let him confider, if there he any 
fgrrow like thisy&rrMw, twhere^tth the Lord has affii^ed 
her ! or whether there can be any charity like that, of 
taking the child out of the mother* s hofom^ and refcuing 
her from the{e appreheniions ? Should a heathen, a 
Granger to our holy religion and the love it taught, 
fliould he, as he journeyed j come to the place ivhere ihe 
Jay, ivhen hefaiv, nvouldnot he ha've compajpon on her ? 
Qod forbid a ChrilHan (hould this day want it ! or at 
^y time Igoi upqn fuch a diArefs, and pa/s by on the 
other Jide, 

Rather, let him do, as his Saviour taught him, bind 
up the 'wounds f and pour comfort into the heart of one 
whom the hand of God has fo bruifed. Let him 
pradlife what it is, with Elijah's tranfport, to fay to the 
afflidled widow, See, thy /on liveth / — ^liveth by my cha- 
rity, and the bounty of this hour, to all the purpofes 

which 
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nrhlch make life defirablc, — to be made a good mart# 
and a profitable fubjedl : on one hand to be trained up 
to fuch a fenfe of his dut/, as may fecure him an in- 
tereft in the world to come ; and with regard to this 
world, to be fo brought up in it to a love of honeift 
labour and induftry, as all his life long to earn and eat 
his bread with joy and thankfulnefs. 

'< Much peace and happinefs refl upon the head 
«* and heart of every one who thus brings children 
*' to Ch RisT ! May l£c bleffing of him that was 
•' ready to perifh come feafonably upon him !— The 
** Lord comfort him, w&en he mojl nvants it, when he 
<* lies upon his bed i make thou> O God ! all his bed 
«' in his ficknefs ; and for what he now fcatters, give 
*^ him, then, that peace of thine which paiTeth all un- 
«« derflanding, and which nothing in this world cad 
« either give or take away/' Amen. 
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SERMON XLIV. 

THE WAYS OF PROVIDENCE JUSTIFIED 

TO MAN* 

f«ALM LXiXIII. 12,, ly 

tehold tbefi an the ungodly *who fro/per in thi worldf 
I they increafe in riches* 

Verily Z have cleanfed my heart in vainy and fwajked n^ 
bands im innoancy* 

THIS complaiflt of the PiMmiil's concerning^ die 
promiicuous dUhibution of Cod's bleifings t» 
die jalt iind unjofl^ — that tJitl fun ihould fhine without 
diflindion upon the good and the bad« — and rains de« 
Icend upon tho righteous and unrighteous inan>-«-is a 
jhbjedl that has afforded much matter for inquiry^ and 
at one time or other has raifed doubts to difhearten 
and perplex the minds of men. If -^e fovereign* Lord 
of all the earth does look on» whence io much difprder 
in the face of things ?-^why is it permitted, -that wife 
and good men (hould be left often a prey to fo many 
miferies and diftreiTes of lifej^-^whilfl the guilty andi 
fbolifh trimnph in theiv offences^ and even the taber« 
nacles of robbers prg^er* 

To this it is anfwered,— thajt therefore there is a 
iutuie Qa^e of cewacds ^ punifl&ents to take phice 
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after this life^— ^whereiii all thefe ineqaalides^RuIl be 
jbade even, where the circumftances of erery man's 
Cafe ihall be conftdered, and where God (hall be jvf- 
tiiied in ail his ways, and every month ihall be ftopt- ' 

If this was r.ot fo, if the ungodly were to prof per in 
the world, arid have riches inpoffeffion,— andnodiftinc* 
tion to be made hereafter,— to what purpofe woald it 
have been to have maintained our integrity ?— Lo ! 
then, indeed, fhould I have cleanfed my heart in vain, 
Uid wafhed my hands in innocency. 

It is farther faid, and what is a more diteSt anfwe^ 
to the point,—- that when God created mstn, that h« 
Ikiight make him capable of receiving happinefr at 
his hands hereafter,— >he endowed him wkh Vkettf 
and freedom of choice, without vdiidi he could mil 
kave been a creature accountable for his ai^oni ;-iM^— . 
that it is merely from the bsd «fe be ntakes of the& 
gifts,^^that all thofe inffaUices of irre^dsiity ido re^ 
fult, upon which the coikipiaint is here .grounded,^^ 
which could noways be prevented, but by the total 
fubverfion of human liberty; — that fhould God 
make bare his arm, and interpofe on every injuftice 
that is committed,— ^mankind might be faid to d^ 
what was right,— but, at the fame time, to lofo tbo 
merit of it, fmce they would afl under force and ne«« 
cefTity, and not from the determinations of their own 
mind ;*«^that, upon this fuppofition,-*^ man totiM nHth 
no more reafon expe£^ to go to heaven for nSti ijf 
temperance, juflice, and huttianity, than fdr the brdif 
suu-y impulfes of hunger and third, udiich ootiure dl« 
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fefledi^that God has dealt with man upon better 
terms;— -he has firft endowed him with liberty and 
iree-wiU ;— he has fet life and death, good and 
cvU, before him ; — that he has given him faculties to 
find out what will be the confequences of either way 
of ading, and then left him to take which courf<? hii 
xeafoh and dir^ftion fhall point out. 
'I fliall deiiil from enlarging any further upon eidier 
of the foregoing arguments in vindication of God's • 
providence, which are urged fo often with fo much 
force and conviction, as to leave no room for a rea- 
fonable reply ;— fmce the miferics which befal the 
jpod, and the feeming happinefs of the wicked, could 
not be otherwile in fuch a free ftate and condition as^ 
diis in which we are placed. 

- In all charges of this kind, we generally take twa 
thmgs for granted ;-«-ift> That ia the inAances we 
give, we know certainly the good from the bad ? 
and, 2dly, The re^jpedive ftatc of their enjoyments 
or fofierings* 

I (hall therefore, in the remaining part of my dif- 
cojirfe, take up your time with a fhort inquiry into 
Ihc difficulties of coming not only at the true charac-r 
tcrs of mcny— jbut likewife of knowing either the 
^egries of their feal* h^ppinefs^ or miicry, in this 



The firft of thefe will teach, us candour in our judg- 
ments of others, — the-fecond, to which I fhall confine 
myfelf, will teach us humility in our rcafonings upoa* 
the ways of God* 

i , : ., . • For 
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>r though the miferies of the gooi and" tfii^ 
jerity of the wicked, are not in general to be de-^ 
: — yet I fliall endeavour to fhcw, that the parti- 
' inflances we are apt to produce, when -we cry out . 
e* words of the Pfalmift, Lo! thefe are. the un- 
y, — thefe profper, and are happy in the world ;— * 
> I (hall endeavour to ihew, that we are fo igno- 
of the articles of the charge, — and the evidence 

upon to make them gbod is fo lame and defec- 
t-as to be fufficient by itfelf to check all propen- 
to expoftulate with God's providence, allowing; 
: was no other way of clearing up the matter re- 
ileably to his attributes. 

id, firft, — what certain and' mfallible marks have? 

f the goodnefs or badnefs of the bulk of man- 

? ' ^■ 

we trufl to fam^ and reports, — if they are good^ 
do we know but they may proceed from- partial 
dlhip or flattery? — when bad, from envy or ma- 

from ill-natured furmifes and conftruftions of 
js ? and on both fides, from fmall matters ag- 
dized through miftake,— and fometimes through- 
mfkilful relation of even truth itfelf ? — From fomei 

1 of which caufes, it happens, that the charafters 
len, like the hiftories of the Egyptians, are to be 
ved and read with caution ; — they are generally 
ed uut and disfigured with fo many dreams an J 
;s, that every ordinary reader Ihall not be able to 
iguifh truth from falfeiiood. — But allowing thefe 
ftions to be too fevere in this matter, — that no 

O - fuch 
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{jldx tJkiti^ is etivy ever leflened ^ mzn^s chara£!$f , 6f 
malice blackened it :— yet tbe chanters of men are 
Aot eafily penetrated^ a^ t^ey depend often upon thef 
j^tired^ onfeen parts of a man's Tife.-^The ^ft and 
trueft piety is Aofi: fecret, ^d the worft of adtionsy 
for different reafi>ns» will be ib too.-«-Some men are 
ii!ncdefl> and feem to t^e pTins to hide theiif virtues i 
4nd» from a natural diftance ajid referve in their tern* 
J)ers, fcarce fafkr their good qualities to be known :— ^ 
others^ ott the cot^rary, put m prance a thouiand lic-^ 
lie arts to Counterfeit virtues which Ihey have not,^-' 
t]ie better to tonceal thofe vices they reaUy have;— 
and this under faif ihows of fandity, good^nature^ ge-^ 
nerofity^ or fome virtike or other^-^^^oo fpecious to ber 
feen through^-^oo aailijble and diiinterefled to be 
fuifpefted— --Thefe hifnts m*y be fiifeient to fhew how 
hard it is to Come at the matter of fad :-^but <^ne may 
go a ilep further,— and fey, th^t even that, in many 
cafes, could we come to the knot<rledge of it, is not 
fufficient by itfelf to pronoimce a man ekher good or 
bad.— ^X^ere are numbers of circumftanccs which at- 
tend every a£Uon of a man'* life, which can nevef 
come to the knowledge of the world, — yet ought to be 
known, and well weighed^ before fentence with an/ 
juitice can* be palled upon him.^' ' A mail may have 
diiferent views, and a different fenfe of things from 
what his judges^^ have, and what he ^derftands and 
feels, and what pafTes with him, may ,be a fecitt 
treafured up deeply there for ever. — A man, through 
Vodily infirmity, or fome complejcional dck&, which 

perhaps 
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petliaps 13 not in his power t6 contA^^^HMj be (nh* 
jed to inadvertenciesy— to ftarts«->-4md tnha|^y tumt 
of temper ; ke may lie open to fhart) he ts tidt dwiiya 
aWare of; or, through ignorance and wMt of inf^t- 
mation and proper helps, he nay lah«)ur in the dark i*^ 
in all which cafes he nay do many things which fti^ 
wrong in themfelves, and yet he innocent ;-^at kafl ah 
objed rather to be pitied than cenfured with feverity 
and ilKwiil.^'— — Theie are difficulties which ^ifcand ik 
every one's way in the forming a judgment qf the 
chara^ers of others.* ■ ■ But, for once, let ns fupi^- 
fX)fe them all to be got ov«r, fo that We could fe^ thb* 
bottom of every man's heart ;— let us allow that di# 
word rogue or honeft man, was wrote fo legibly in 
^veiy man^s face, that no one could polibly miilake 
it ; — yet (till tlie happiness of both the one and the 
other, which is the only fnA that calt bring the eh^rgt 
home, is what we hare fo little certain knowledge df,-^ 
that, bating fome flagrant inftances,! *" 'w henevw wt 
venture to pronounce upon it, our decifions are little 
more than random guefles.— — For ^ho can fearch the 

heart of man ! ^it is treacherous even to ooffelve*, 

and much more likely to impofe upon others. — Eveil 
in laughter (if you will believe Solomon) the heart li 
forrowful ; t ^ mind fits drooping^ nxihUft tie counte* 
imnce is gay :— and even he who is the ob/eA of etivy (6 . 
^fe who look no further than the fur face of his ef!ate, 
*— may appear at the femt time worthy of compaffioit 
to thofe who know his private receiTes.— *-Befides this> 
a mail's anhappinefs is not to be afcertained fo much 

6 from' 
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. item what is known to have befallen Rigi> " ■■ a s frodr 
his particular torn and cafl ot- mind» and capacity of 

, bearing it ■ Poverty, exile, lofs offam&Qr friend?, 
the death of children, the deareft of all* pledges of a 
man's happinefs, make not equal impreffions upon every 

.temper.—- You will lee one man undergo, witluicarcc 
the expence of a figh, — what another, in the bittemefe 
®f his foul, would go mourning for all his life long :— 
nay, a haily word> or an unkmd look, to a foft and 
tender nature,- will Mke deeper than a (word to the 
hardened, and fenfelefs. — If thefe reflections hold true 

.with regard, to misfortunes,, they are the fame with, re* 
gard to enjoyments: — we are formed difFerentlyy— 
Jiave different tafles and perceptions of things ; — ^hy 
the force of habit, education,, or a particular caft of 
inind, — ^it happens that neither the ufe or pefTeilion of 
the fame enjpyment and advantages, produce the fame 
happinefs and contentment ; but that it differs in every 
man almoft according to his temper and complexion :«— 
fo that the felfrfame happy accidents in life, which 
ihalL give raptures to the choleric, or fanguine manjt 
ihall be received with indifference by. the cold and 
phlegmatic ;— and fo oddly pesplexedare the accounts 
of both human happinefs and mifery in this worlds-— 
that trifles, light as air, ihall be able to make the hearts 
of feme men £ng for joy ;— at the fame time that 
others, with real bleffings and. ad vantages,, without the 
power of ufing them>. have their hearts heavy, and di^*. 
contented. 
iUas I i£ the prinQipIes of contentment are no t within 

us« 



'VB, the Bright offtation and worldly grandeuir will » 
foon add a cubit to a man's ftaturc as to his happinefs^ 
I This will fuggelt to us how little a way we have gone 
towards the proof of any man's happinefs , i n barei» 
•fy faying, ■ L o ! this man proffers in the worlds 

and this man has riches in pofTefBon. 

When » man has^ got much above us, wc take it for 
granted,— -that he fees fome glorious profpefls, and 
feels fome mighty pleasures from his height ;— whereasy 
could we get up to him, it is great odds whether we 
fhould find any thing to make us tolerable ^amends foi* 
the p^ns and trouble of climbing-up fo higfa^ ■ N o^ 
thing, perhaps, but more dangers and more troubles 
^11 ;— and fuch a giddinefs of head befides, as to make 
a wife man wifh he was well down again upon the level: 
—To calculate, therefore, the happinefs of mankind by 
their ftations and honours, is thcmoft deceitful of all 

rules ; great, no doubts is the happinefs whicK 

a moderate fortune, and moderate defires, with a con^ 
fcioufnefs of virtue, will fecure a man. — Many are the 
filent pleafures of the honeft peafant, tlrha rifesr cheer- 
fully to his labour : — look into his dwelling,— where 
the fcene of every man's happinefs chiefly lies ; — ^he ha^ 
|he fame domeflic endearments,-— as much joy and 
comfort in his^^ children, — and as flattering hopes of 
their doing well, to enliven his- hours and to glad his 
heart, as you could conceive in the mof! affluent 
flation.-— And I make no doubt, in general, but if'tHe 
true account of his joys and fuflFeringswere to beba- 
lanced^with thofe of his betters^— that the opihoc wouU 
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prove to be litde more than this>«— that the rich min had 
the more meat,---but die poor man the better ftomach ; 
•^the one h«d more luxury > — ^more able phyfician^ to 
attend and iet him to rights ; — the other, more health 
and foundnefs in ht9 bonesj and lefs occafion for their 
Jielp ;-— that, after thefe two articles betwixt them 
were balanced,-— in all other things they flood upon a 
level >-^that the fun fhines as warmy— the air blows as 
freih, and the earth breathes as fragrant, upon the one as 
the other ;— and that they have an equal (hare in all 
the beauties and real benefits of natute.-— Thefe hints 
Biay be fuificient to ihew what I propofed from them»— 
the difficulties which attend us in judgmg truly' either 
of the happinefs or the mifery of the bulk of mankind, 
•"^e evidence being fiill more defective in this cafe (as 
the matter of faA is too hard to come at)— *than even 
ki that of judging of their true chara£lers; of both 
which, in general, we have fuchimperfe^ knowledge, 
as will teach us candour in our determinations upon 
each other. 

But the main purport of this difcourfe, is, to teach 
lis humility in our reafonings upon the ways of the Al* 
mighty. 

That things are dealt unequally in this woiid, is oM 
of the ftrongeft natural arguments for a future Aatc,p-* 
and therefore is not to be overthrown ; nevertfaeleft,— * 
I am perfuaded the charge Is far from bdngas greatas at 
firft fight it may appear ;— or if it is,— that our views of 
things are fo narrow and confincdj that it is no^ in oof 
\ Kower to make it good, > 

But 
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Sut (appofe It ocherwirey—that the happinefs aftd 
f rofperity of bad men were as great as our general 
complaints make them ;-— and, what is not the cafe,— ^ 
that we were able to clear up the matter, or anfwer 
it reconeileably with God's juftice and providencer-* 
what {hall we infer ?-*>Why9 the moil becoming con- 
dufion is, ' ■ <hat it is one inilance more, one of many 
others, of our ignorance ; < ■ ^why fhould this, or any 
other religious difficulty he cannot comprehend,r— ^hy 
ibould it alarm him more than ten thoufand other diffi- 
culties which every day elude his mod exa^l and attentive 
fearch I ■ ■ D oes not the meaneft flower hi the field, 
or the fmalleft blade of grafs, baffie the onderilanding 
of the mod penetrating mind ? ■ ■ Can the deepeft 
inquiries after nature tell us, upon what particular iize 
and motion of parts the various colours and taftes of 
vegetables depend;— -why one ihrub is laxative^-^i^ 
another reHringent ;-— why arfenic or hellebore (hould 
lay wafte this noble frame of ours,— or opium lock up 
all the inroads to our fenfes,— -and plunder u», in fo 
mercilefs a manner, of reafcn and underftanding ?— ^ 
Nay, have not the moil obvious things, that come in 
our way, dark fides, which the quickef! fight cannot 
penetrate into ; and do not the cleared and moft exalt- 
ed underilandings find themfelves puzaded, and at a 
lofs, in CYery particle of matter ? 

Go then,-^proud man !— <uid when thy head turns gid- 
dy with opinions of thy own wifdom* that thon wonldft 
corred the meafares of the Almightyr--gotheny-4k0 
a full view of thyielf in this glafs ^^confider dij own; 
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Acuities, how narrow and imperfedt ;— -how much they 
are chequered with truth and fklfehood ; — how little' 
irrives at thy knowledge, and how darkly and confu- 
fcdly thou difccrnefl even that little as in a glafs: * 
^onfider the beginnings and endings of things, the* 
greateft and the fmalleff, how they all confpire to baffle 
dice ; and which way eve r.ou profecuteft thy in- 
quiries, what freih fubjedls of amazement,— and 

what frelh reafons to believe there are more yet behind 
which* thou canft never compi ehend.— Confider,— * 
thefe are but part of hb ways ; — ^how little a portion is 
heard of him ? Canft thou, by fearching, find out God ? 
wouldft thou know the Almighty to perfection ? — *Tis 
as high as heaven. What canft thou do ?— 'tis deeper 
than hell, how canft thou know it f 
• Could we but fee the myfterious workings of Provf- 
dence, and were we able to comprehend the whde plan 
of his infinite wifdom and goodnefs, which poffibly may 
be the cafe in the final confummation of all things ;— 
thofe events, which we are now fb perplexed to account 
for, would probably exalt and magnify his wifdom, 
and make us cry out with the Apoftle, in that-rapturous* 
exclamation, — O ! the depth of the riches both ©f the 
goodnefs and wifdom of God ! — ^how unfearchablc are 
lis ways, and his paths paft finding out ! 
Now to God, &c. 
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THE HISTORY OF A WATCH COAT. '' 

.'^ For fome time Mr. Sterne lived, in a rttirc3 
manner, upon a fmall curacy in Yorklhire, and pro* 
bably would have remained in the fame obfcurity^ 
if his lively genius had not difplayed itfelf upon an 
occafion which fecured him a friend, and paved the 
way for his promotion. A perfon who filled a lucra- 
live benefice, was not fatisfied with enjoying it duiw- 
ing his own life-time, but exerted all his tnterefk to 

* have it entailed on bis wife and fon after his de ceaier 
the gentleman that expeded the reverfion of this, poft 
was Mr. Sterne^s friend, who had not, however, fofi-* 
cient influence to prevent the fuccefs of his adveifary«^ 
At this time Sterneh fatirical pen operated fo fbrongly/ 
that the intended monopolizer informed htm, if ha 

* would fupprefs the publication of his farcafm, fie 
would refign his pretenfions to the next caiw 
didate.*' 

The title of this piece, it appears, was to have been^ 
The Hiftory of a good wslrm Watch-Coat, witb 
which the prefent pofleiTor is not content to cover 
" his own (boulders, unlefs he can cut out of it a pet* 
'* ticoat for his wife, and' a pair of breeches for hist 
" fon." • 

A LETTER FROM MR. STERNE, TO •••♦. 

TN my laft, for want of fbmething better to write 
^ about, I told you what a world of 'fending and 

•a 

* It was written in a letter tQ a fucad* 
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proving we have had of late, in this little village * of 
•ur8> aboat an old pair of black plufh breeches, which 
Tft&jf f, oar pari(h clerk, about ten years ago, it feems, 
kid made a p/omife of to one Trim }• who is our fexton 
and dog-whipper.— To this you write me word, that 
you hav^ had more than either one or two occafions 
to know a good deal of the (hifty behaviour of the faid 
Mafter Trim — and that you are aftonifhed, nor can you 
lor your foul conceive, how fo worthless a fellow, and 
§0 worthlefs a thing into the bargain, could^ become 
the oc€afio& of ib lAuch racket as I have repre- 
frnted.-— 

N0W9 though you do not lay exprefsly, yo^ could 
wi(h to hear any more about it, yet I fee plainly enough 
I hcire railed your curieiky $ and therefore, from the 
fiune modve that I flightly mentionod it at all m my 
kft letter, I will in this give you a fuU and very drcum« 
Ibntial accopntof the whole affair. 

But, before I begin, I muft firft fet you right in one 
\CTy material pomt, in which I have mifled you, as to 
the true taufe of all this uproar among!): us — ^which 
does not take its rife, as I then told you, from Ae 
affiiir of the ireeches, but on the contrary, the whole 
affair of the breeches has taken its rife from it. m ■ To 
wnderftand which you muft know, that the iirft be- 
ginning of, the fquabble was not between yehn the 
parifh clerk and Trim the fexton, but betwixt the 
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par&R* ef th^ parifh and the faid Mafter Trim about 
an old <u;tf/c&-^M^^taUiad hung up many years in the 
chur;^, which Trim had fet his heart upon ; and no- 
thing would^erve Trim bat he muft take it home ia 
order to have it converted into a ivarm under pttticoaf 
for his wife, and a jerkin for himfelf againft winter ; 
which, in a plaintive tone, he mod humbly begged his 
reverence woidd conient to. 

I need not tell you. Sir, who have (b often felt it^ 
that a principle of ftrong companion tranfports a ge- 
nerous mind fometimes beyond what is ftridtfy right ; 
•—the parfon was within an ace of being an honourable 
example of this very cri me fo r no iboner did the 
diftinft words— Pg//rfag/-*i^ggr wj^g— wj yM ■ ■ w i!«^» 
ifarike upon the ear— but kis heart warmed — and before 
Trim had well got to the end of his petition (being a 
gentleman of a frank open temper) he told him he wat 
welcome to it with all hb heart and fonl tf * . B ats. 
Trim^ {sLys he, as you fee I aa^ibut juft got down ta 
my living, and am an utter ftranger to all pari^ mat« 
ters, knowing nothing about this old watch-coat yotk 
beg of me, having never feen it in my life, and there- 
fore cannot be a judge whether 'tis fit for fach a pur* 
pofe ; or, if it is, in truth know not whether 'tis^ mine 
•o bedow upon you or not-*-»you muft have a week 
or ten days* patience, *till I can make fome inquiries: 
about it-— and, if I find it is in my power, I tell yoa 
again^ man, your wife is heartily welcome to an under-% 

* Apb.H tt-— ~cMi 

petticoat 
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petdcoat out of it, and you to a jerkin, were the thing 
SLS good again as you rcprefent ;t. 

It is neceflary to inform you Sir, in this place, that 
the parfon was eamcftly bent to fcrve Trim in this 
affair, -not only from the motive of gcnerofity, Avhich 
I have jullly afcribed to him, but likewife from ano- 
ther motive, and that was by making fome fort of 
rccompence for a multitude of fmall fer vices which 
Trim had occafionally done, and indeed was conti- 
nually doing (as he was much about the houfe) when 
his own man was out of the way. — For all thefe rea* 
fons together, 1 fay, the parfon of the pari(h intended 
to ferve Trim in this matter to the utmoil of his power. 
All tha^ was wanting, was previoufly to inquire if 
any one had a claim to it, or whether as it had, time 
immemorial, hung up in. the church, the taking it 
down might raife a clamour in the parifh. Thcfe in- . 
quiries were the things that Trim dreaded in his heart 
—he knew very welli that, if the parfon ihould 
but fay one word to the church-wardens about it, 
there would be an end of the whole affair. For thi» 
and^fome other reafons not ncceffary to be told yoir 
at prefent. Trim was for allowing no time in this mat» 

ter ^but on the contrary, doubled his diKgcnce and 

importunity at the vicarage houfe — plagued the whole 
family to death — ^prefTed his fuit morning, noon, and" 
Jiight, and, to fhorten my ftory, teazed the poor gen- 
tleman, who was but in an ill (late of health, almoft out? 
of bis life about it., ,. 

YoA 
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- "Vou will not wonder when I tell you, that all thi% 
lAurry and precipitation, on the fide of inafter Trim^ 
produced its natural efFeft on the fide of the parfon^i, 
and that was, a fufpicion that all was not right at the 
bottom ^ 

He was one evening fitting alone in his ftudy,, 
weighing and turning this doubt every way in his^ 
mind; and after an hour and a half 's ferious delibera- 
tion upon the aiFair, and running over Trim's beha- 
viour throughout— — he was juft faying to himfelf— i/ 

muj} befo when a fudden rap at the door put an end 

to his foliloquy, and in a few minutes to his doubts 
too ; for a labourer in the town, who deemed himfelf 
paft his. fifty-fecond year, had been returned by the 
conflables in the militia lift — and he had come with 
a groat in his hand to fearch the parifh regifter for his 
age. The parfon bid the poor fellow put the groat 
iijto his pocket, and go into the kitchen — ^then Ihutting 
the- ftudy door, and taking down the pariih regif^ 
t?r— -«m;^o kngtwSi fays he, but / may find fomtthing here 
about this /elf fame ijoatch-coat ? He had fcarce un-. 
clafped the book, in faying this, when he popped on 
the very thing he wanted, fairly wrote in the firft 
page, pafted to the infide of one of the covers, where- 
on was a memorandum about the very thing in 

queftion in thefe exprefs words. MemoraTidum-"^^ 

*^ The great watch-coat was purchafed and given, 
** about two hundred years ago, by the lord of the 
** manor, to the parifh church, to the fole ufe and bc- 
^* hoof of the poor fexton thereof, and their fuc- 

«* ceflurs 



•* ceffors for ever, to be worn by them irfpc^twcly 
** in winterly cold nights, in ringing comf lines, fajpf^ 
♦* hells, ^c. which the fai'd lord of the manor had done 
*« in piety to keep the poor wretches warm, and for the 
«* good of his own foul, for which they were direAed to 
^ pr^, &c." Juji Hioveni faid the parfon tohimft^, 
looking upwards, inhat an efcafe have I hadi Give 
ihii for an under-pfttkout to Trim's toifi/ I lOould n^ 
harve con/enteJ to fuch a defecration to the primate of nil 
England— xr^, / woould not hofve difiurbed a Jingle button 
sf it for all my tithes^ 

Scarce were the words out of his mouth, when in 
pop Trim with the whole fubjeft of the exclamation 
ondcr both his arms — ^I fay under both his arms--for 
he had aftually got it ript and cut out ready, his own 
jerkin under one arm, and the petticoat under the other, 
in order to carry to the taylor to be made up, and had 
juft ftepped in, in high fpirits, to (how the pvfon how 
cleverly it had held out. 

There are now many good fimilies fub(t{lia|; in the 
world, but which I have neither time to recoiled or 
look for, which would give you a ftrong conception 
of the aftonifhment and honcft indignation, which 
this unexpefted ftroke of Trim'% impudence imprefled 
upon the parfon's looks — let it fuffice to fay^ that it 
exceeded all fair defcription---as well as all power of 
proper refentment — — except this, that Trim was or- 
dered in a ftern voice, to lay the bundles down upon 
the table — to go about his bufmefs, and wait upon him 
at hb peril, the next morning at eleven precifely. — 

Againft 
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Agamft M% hour, like a wife mafi. the parfon had fcA^ 
to dcfire yoh^, the parifh clerk, who bore an exceed<« 
ing good charadler as a man of truth, and who, hav« 
ing moreover a pretty freehold of about eighteen 
pounds a year in the townfhip, was a leading man iii 
it ; and upon the whole, was fuch a one, of whom it 
might be faid, that he rather did honour to his office 
dian his office did honour to him-r-him fle fends for^ 
with the ehurch-wardens, and one of the fidefmen, ar 
grave, knowing old man, to be prefent — ^for, as Trim 
had with-held the whole truth from the parfon touph- 
ing the watch-coat, he thought it probaUe he would 
as certanaly do the fame thing to others. Though this, 
I faid, was wife, the trouble of the precaution might 
have been fpared — becaufe the parfon's charad^er was 
unblemilhed — and he had ever been held by the world 
in the eilimation of a man of honour and integHty.— ^ 
Trim's charafter, on the contrary, was as well known, 
if not in the world, at leaft in all the parifh, to be that 
of a little, dirty, pimping, petty-fogging, ambidextrous 
fellow— ^who neither cared what he did or faid of any, 
provided he could get a penny by it. This might, I 
faid, have made any precaution needlefs— but you 
muft know, as the parfon had in a manner but juft 
got down to his living, he dreaded the confequences 
of the Icaft ill impreffion on his firft entrance among 
his parilhioners, which would have difabled him from 

' doing the good he wifhed fo that out of regard to 

his flock, more than the neceffary care due to himfelf, 

he 



{ 3i» ) 
iiewas refolvcd not ta lie at the mercy of what rcfcntif 
menf might vent, or malice lend an ear to. 

Accordingly the whole matter was rehearfed, from 
firft tolaft, by the parfon, in the manner I've- told 
you, in the hearing oijohn, the parifh clerk, and in the 
prefence of Trir/u 

Trim had little to fay for himfcif, except ** that the 
parfon had aJbfolutely promifed to befriend him and his 
wife in the affair to the utmoft of his power; that the 
watch- coat was certainly in. his power, and that he 
might ftill give it him if he pleafcd»",-rf 

To this the parfon's reply was ihort, but ftrong, 
'^* That nothing was in his po^er to do but what he 
could do houefily — that, in giving, the coat to him and 
his wife, he fhould do a manifeft wrong to the next 
fexton, the great watch-coat being the moft comfort, 
able part of the place — that he fhould moreover injure 
the right of his own fucceifor, who would be juft fo 
mucha.worfe patron as the worth of the coat amount- 
ed to ; and, in a word, he declared, that his whole 
intent in promiling that coat was charity to. Trim^ but 
nurong to no man — that waa a referve, he faid, made in 
all cafes of this kind : and he declared folenmly, in 'ver- 
ba facer dotiSf that this was his meaning, and was fo 
underftood by Trim himfcif." 

With the weight of this truth, and the great good 
fenfe and ftrong reafon which accompanied all the 
parfon faid on the fubjed^ — ^poor Trim was driven to 
the laft (hift — and begged he might be fuffered to plead 
his right and title to the watch-coat, if not by proMife, 
^ at 



1 



( J'3 ) 

at UaA by JervUude^^it was well known how mudi 
4e was intitled to it upon thefe fcores : that he had 
black'd the parfon's fhoes without count, and greafed 
his boots above fifty times — that he had run fpr f^^ 

m the town upon all occafions ^whetted the knives 

at all hours — catchcd his horfe, and rubbed him down 
•>->that, for his wife, (he had been ready upon all ocl 
cafions to char for them ; and neither he nor (he, to 
the beft of his remembrance, ever took a farthing, or 
any thing beyond a mug of ale.— To this account of 
his fervices he begged leave ftill to add thofe of hit 

wi(he^, which, he faid, had been equally great he 

affirmed and was ready, he faid, to make it appear^ 
by a number of witneiTes, he had drank his reverence'^ 
health a thoufand times (by the bye he did not add^ 
out of the parfon^s own ale) — that he had not not onl/ 
dxank his health, but. wi(hed it, and never came to 
the houfe but he a(ked his man kindly how he did ; that 
in particular, about half a year ago, when, his .reve« 
rence cut his finger in paring an apple» he went half 
a mile to a(k a cunning woman what was good to 
(launch blood, and anally returned with a cobweb in 
his breeches-pocket. Nay, fays Tr/Vw, it was not a 
fortnight ago, when your reverence took that ilrong 
purge, that I went to the. far end of the whole town 
tp borrow you a clofe-(hx>l — and came back, as the 
neighbours, who flouted roe, will bear witnefs, with 
the pa^ upon my head, and never thought it too 
much." Trim concluded this pathetic remonftrance 
with iaying, •' he hoped his reverence's heart would 

P not 
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M fiiftr him to wpmfo mamj fidtfafd ferrieet byr 
fo unkind n retiini:-»that if it was fo, he was the firft* 
fo he hoped he fliould be the lift exam|)le of a man 
of his condition fo treated." This j^ of Trim'u de- 
fence> which Trim had put himfidf upon» could admit 
of no other reply than a general fi&ife«-^Upoa the 
whole, kt ne infenn jovl, that all that could be fiud- 
ffo saaA €$ft, on both fidcs» being fkirly heard» it was 
^ain that Trhn m every part of this afair had bdiaycd 
rery ill- — and one thing, which was never expected 
to be known of him, happened in the courfe of this 
Achate to come oat againft him, namely, that he had 
gone and told the parfbn, before he had ever fet foot 
in the pari(h, that job/rs his pari(h clerk»^^s church-^ 
Waidens> and fome of the heads of the pariih, were a 
parcel of fconndrels* Upon the i^>(hot. Trim was 
kick'd out of doora,. and told at his peril never to 
come there again. 

At irft. Trim hof 'd and boaneed moft tevribly--^ 
fiirore he wouki get a warrant — that nothing wonM 
ferve him but he would call a bye4aw, and tell the 
whole pi^fli how the paribn had mifuledhim: hot 
ODoiing of diat, as fearing the padbn might pofibty 
bind him ofveir to his good behaviour, and, for aught 
he knew, might iend him to th^ houie of corredUon, 
he lets tlic parfon alone, and to revenge himfelf, fadh 
i^n the poor clerk, who had no more to do in the' 
quarrel than you of I— rips up the promife of the old 
— cafl— ^ir of bhkcfc—plufh— breeches ; and raifes an 
uproar in tbs town ri)out it, notwithfUndiiig it had 

flept 



tkpt ten yeu»-^bat all diis» fcn nmft Vmow, is looked 
upon in n% otlier light bat as an artful ftroke of gen** 
ralfhip in Tnm to raife a dnft and cover himfdf under 
the difgraccfol chaftifement he has nndcrgone# • 

If your curiofity it not yet faiiafied — ^I will now 
proceed to rdate the tattltf of die hrerches in the fame 
tnanncr I have done that of the watchcoat. 

Be it known then, that about ten years ago, whem 
John was appointed patifti-cleik of this church, thi* 
laid Trim took no fmall pains to get into yMi good 
j^races, in order, as it afterwards appeared, to coax n 
promife out of him of a pair of breeches, which Johm, 
had then by him, of black plnlh, not much the worie 
for wearing — Trim only begged, for God's fake, td 
have them beftowed upon him when John (hoold think 
lit to caft them. 

Trim was one of thofe kind of men who loved a bit 
of finery in his heart, and would rather have a tat- 
ter'd rag of another body's, than the beft phdn whole 
thing his wife could fpin him. 

Johnt who was naturally unfufpicious, made nft 
more difficulty in promifing the breeches than the 
parfon had done in promifing the great coat; and in- 
deed with fomcthing- Icfs rcferve — ^becaufe the breeches 
were Johns onvn^ and he could give them, without 
wrong, to whom he thought fit. 

It happened, I was going to fay unluckily,^ for Trim, 
for he was the only gainer by it, that a quarrel, about 
fome fix or eight weeks after this, broke out betmxt 

the late parfoD of the parifh and John the clerk ^ 

^ z Somebody 
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Somebody ^and it was thought to be nobody hat 
Trim) had put it into the parfon's head, that Johnp 
deik in the church was at-leaft four inches higher 
than it (hould be — that the thing gave offence* and 
was indecorous, inafmuch as it approached too near 
upon a level with the parfon's deik it{el£ — This hard^ 
(hip the parfon complained of loudly, and told Johit, 
one day after prayers, ** he could bear it oo longer— 
and would have it altered, and brought down as it 
ihould be.*' John made no other reply, but •* that the 
defk was not of his raifing : — that, 'twas not one hair 
breadth higher than he found it — and that as he found 
it fo he would leave it. — ^In fhort, he would neither 
make an encroachment, neither would he fuffer one." 
The * late parfon might have his virtues, but the 
leading part of his charadler was not humility — fo that 
Johns ftiflfncfs in this point was not likely to recon- 
cile matters. — This was Trims harveft. 

After a friendly liint to 7^i&/r . to ftand his ground, 
away hies Trim to make his market at the vicarage. — 
What pafTed there I will not fay, intending not to be 
uncharitable ; fo (hall content myfelf with only gueff- 
ing at it from the fudden change that appeared in 
Trim's drefs for the better — for he had left his old 
ragged coat, hat, and wig, in the flable, and was come 
forth ilrutting acrofs the church-yard, xlad in a good 
charitable cad coat, large hat, and wig, which the par- 
ion had juft given him. — Ho! ho! hollo I. John^ cries 

♦ Abp, H— rr— 5. 
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Tt^m^ in afi infolent bravo, as loud as he could bawl 
^fee here, my lad, how fine I ami — ^Thc more fhamc 
for you, anfwered John ferioufly — Do yoQ think. 
Trim, fays he, fuch finery, gained by fuch ferviccs 

becomes you, or can wear well ? Fy upon it. Trim I 

1 could not have expeftcd this from you, confidering 
what friendihip you pretended, and how kind I have 
ever been to you — ^how many (hillings and fixpenccs, 
I have generoufly lent you in your diftrefles. — Nay, 
it was but the other day that I promifed you thefe 
black plulh breeches I have on. — ^Rot your breeches, 
quoth Trim (for Trim's brain was half tum'd with his 
new finery) rot your breeches, fays, he — ^I would not 
take them up were they laid at my. door — ^give them, 

and be d d to you, to whom ydu like — I would 

have you to know I caa have a better pair of the p2U> 
fon's any day in the 'wt^ia^T^John told him plainly, 
as his word had once paffed him, he had a fpirit above 
taking advantage of his infolencc in giving them awa^ 
to another — but, to tell him his mind freely, he thought 
he had got fo many favours of that kindy and was fo 
likely to get many more for the fame fervices, of the 
parfon, that he. had better give up the breeches, with 
good-nature, to fome one who would be more thank- 
ful for them. 

Here John mentioned * Mark Slender (who, it ftfem^, 
the day before had afked John for them} not knowing 
they were under promife to Trim-^** Come, Trim" 
fays he, *« let poor MarkYayt them — ^>'0u know he h^s 
not a pair to his a — : befides, you fee he is juft of my 

* Dr. firaith 1, 
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ize, and they wHl fie to a T;. whereas if I i^tc 'e» 
to yoo, look ytp they are not worth much i^ and be* 
ide$, yoa coold not get your backfide into them, if 
you had them ; withoai tearing them all to pieces.'*-^ 
£very tittle of this was moft undoubtedly true, for 
Trim, you mud know, by foul feeding, and playing the 
good fellow at the parliuA's» was grown fomewhat 
grofs about the lower parts, y «•/ higher ; fo that^ as all 
yohtt faid npoft the occa&on was fadt. Tri» with much 
ado. and after a hundred hums and hahs. at lail. out of 
nere compaflioB to MofkiJ^.^ fiats , ami deli*yers up 
ALL RIGHT, IvTBaisT. and febtbksions 

WRATSOIVia. IM, AND TO THB SAU> BUBBCHIS*. 
TBERBBT BIlfDIlfG SIS BBIRS> BXBCVTOBS, AD"* 
MlKISTRATOaS AMD AttlGlfS, MBlTBIt MO&B T* 
CALL THB SAID CLAIM IV QUESTION ^AU thlS 

renunciation was fet fbrdi, in an ample manner, to bt 
in pure pity to Jf^ri's nakedneis-^nt the fecret was. 
frim had an eye to. ttd firmly ejq>eAed. in his own 
mind, the great green ftSt^ cloth, and old velvet 
culhion. which were that yttry year to be taken down 
«-^1uch. by the bye. could he have wheeled J9hii a 
l^cond dme, as he had hoped, would have made up the 
hb of the breeches feven-fbfd. 

Now, you mdl know, this pulpit-cloth and cofluon^ 
lirere not m Jokn^t gift, butin the church-wardens. &c. 
However, as I faid -above, that Jokn was » leading 
man in the parifh, iTrim knew he could help him to 
^m if he wodd-«but John fiad got a furfeit of him— ^ 
(b. when the pu^-doth. kz* were taken down, they 

weie 
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■were immediately given {y^im Bavuig a great fay in 
it) to • William Doe, who underftood very well wlis^t 
ufe to make of tkem. 

' As for tbe old breeches^ poor Mark lived to v^ear 
them but a diort time, and they got into the pofief- 
fion of f Lorry Slim, an nnlacky wight^ by whom 
diey are ft^ worn— -in thith> as yon wiU guefs^ the^ 
are very thin by this time. 

. But Lorry has a Hght heart, and what lecommenda 
diem to him is this, that, as thin as they arC;^ he knowa 
that Trim, let him fay what he will to the contrary^ 
ftill envies the pofiffir of them, and with aU bin 
pride would be very glad to wear them nfter bim. 

Upon this footing have thefe afiair«.(lept quietlf 
for near ten years>-^and would have flept for ever* 
but for the unlucky kicldng boat, which, as I (aid* 
has ripped this fquabble up afreih ; fo that it was no 
longer ago than laft week, that Trim met and infnlte4 
John, inthe public town-way before a hundred pc<o* 
pie— tax*d him with the promife of the old caft pair 
of black breeches, notwith(bnding Trim*9 fbkmn re# 
nunciation— -twitted him with the pulpit-doth and 
velvet cafhioDp-— as good at told him he was ignorant 
of the common duties of his derkihip ; adding, v^ 
infolently, that be knew not fo much as to give oat m 
common pfalm in tune. 

JohH contented himfelf by giving a plain anfwer to 
every article that Trim had laid to his charge, and apfi 
pealed to his neighbours, who remembered the whole 
• Mr. &irdm--e. . ^ Uurf afc Sune. 
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affair— ^and» as be knew there was never any thing 
to be got by wreffiing m(k a chimney- fweeper, he 
was gohig to take his leave of Trim for ever. But 
hold— the mob by this time had got round them, and 
their high mightineffes infixed upon having Trm tried 
upon the fpot. 

\ Trim was accoidingly tried, and, after a fuirhear- 
ing» was convidted a fecond time, and handled more 
Toughly by one or more of them> than even at the 
parfon's.. 

• Trim, fays one^ are you not afh^med of yourfelf to 
make all this rout and difhirbance in the town, and 
fet neighbours together by the ears, about an old- 
Worn— out— pair of caft— breeches, not worth half a 
crown ? |s there a caft coat, or a place in the whole 
town, that will bring you in a ihilling, bat what yof 
have fnapped up, like a greedy hound as you are ? 

In the firft place, are you not fexton and dog- 
whipper>. worth three pounds a year ? Then you beg- 
ged the church-wardens to let your wife have the 
wafhing and darning of the church-linen, which brings 
you in thirteen (hillings and four-pence ; then you 
have fix (hillings and eigh^pence for oiling and wind- 
ing up the clock, both paid you at Rafter-— the pound- 
er's place, which is worth forty fhillbgs a year, you 
have got that too— you are the bailiff, which the late 
parioA got you, which brings you in forty (hillings 
more. 

' £e(ides all this, you have fix pounds a ye^'^ pidd 
.^pi» quarterly, for being mole-catcher to the parifh.— « 

Aye„ 
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Aye^ fays tHe lucklefs wight above-mentioned (wiio 
was landing dofe by him with the pluih breeches on) 
** you are not only mole-catcher> Trim9 but you catch 
STRAY CONIES too in the dark^ and you pretend a 
licence for it, which> I trow, will be looked into at 
the next quarter feflions.'' I maintain it, I have 
licence, fays Trim, blufliing as red as fcarlet— I have 
a licence, and, at I farm a warren in the next pafifh# 
I will catch conies every hour of the night. Tgu cafck 
tonus! fays a toothlefs old woman juft paffing by. 

This fet the mob a laughing, and fenjt every man 
home in per fed good humour, except 7r//«, who wad* 
died very ftowly oiF with that kind of inflexible gra- 
vity only to be equalled by one animal ii) the creatipA, 
and furpaffed by none. 

I am. 

Sir, yonn[,.&c. &«> 

P O S T S C R I P T, 

I HAVE broke open my letter to inform you, that I 
miffed the opportunity of fending it by the mcf- 
fcnger, who I expefted would have called upon mb 
in his return through this village to York ; fo it has 
lain a week or ten days by me— I am not forry for the 
• difappointment, becaufe fomething has fince happened, 
in continuation of this affair, which I am thereby 
enabled to tranfmit to you all under one trouble. 

When I finifhed the above account, I thought (as 
did every foul in the parifh) Trim had met with fo 
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Aorottg^ a reBoiTftom John the pariih cterk, wi the 
townsfolks, who all took^gamft him* that Trim would 
ht glad to be quiet» and kt the natter zeft. 

Bat«. it feeais, it U not half an honr ago fince frhm 
fiiQted forth agaih>.^Bd, haviirg borsowed a fow« 
{dder*is hom> with hard blowing he got the whole 
town round him, and endeavoured to raiife a diftur* 
leaner, and fight the whole battle over again— alledged 
that he had been nied in the laii fray worfe dian a 
dog, not by John the parifh clerk, fot he fhould iK>t» 
^aoth Triith have valued him a rufii fingle hand^-« 
but all the town fided with him, and twelve men in 
iutkram kx iqpon me» all at once, and kept me in play 
at ^rd's point ktt three hours together. 

Befides, quoth Trim, there were two mifbegotten. 
knaves in Kendal greenf who lay all the while in am- 
ba(h in Johnh own houfe, and they all fixteen came 
npon niy back, and let dixvrt at me all together — a 
plague, fays Trim, of all cowards. 

Trim repeated this ftory above >a dozen times, which 
made fome of the neighbours pity him, thinking the 
poor lellow crack-brained, and that he a^uaUy be-. 
Heved what he faid. 

After this. Trim droj^d the affair of the breeches, I 
and began a fre(h difpnte about the reading-defk, j 
which I told you had occafioned iSfte fmall difpute be^ 
twecn the late parfon and John fome years ago. — This I 
rcading-defk, as you will obferve, was but an epifode i 
woven into the main ftory by the bye, for the main ■ 
a£ur was the battU oftb$ brucbn wd the great coat. 

Howcvcr> ! 
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■ • « 
However, Trim being at lafl drivcfl Cat of thcfe twm 

dtadels— he has feited hold, in his retreat, of thii 

readtng-defk, with a View, as it feems, to take fhelteir 

behind it. 

I cannot fay but the man has fooght it bat obfHnatel]^ 
enough, and, had his caufe been good, I fhould hav^ 
really pitied him. For, when he was driven out of 
the ^eat nuatch-coat, you fee he did not run away ; no 
-—he retreated behind the breeches; and, when he 
could make nothing of it behind the breeches, he got 
behind the reading-defk. To what other hold Trim 
will next retreat, the politicians of this village are not 
agreed. Some think his next move wiU be towards 
the rear of the parfon's boot ; but, as it is thought hr 
cannot make a long iland there, others are of opinion, 
that Trim will once more in his life get hold of the par- 
fon*s horfe, and charge upon him, or perhaps behind 
him : but as the horfe is not eafy to be caught, the 
more general opinion is, that, when he is driven out 
of the reading-defk, he wiU make his laft retreat in 
fuch a manner, as, if poHible, to gain the clo/e-jhcl, and 
defend himfelf behind it to the very laft drop. 

If Trim fhould make this movement, by my advice 
he fhould be left befide his citadel, in full pofTefSon 
of the field of battle, where 'tis certain he will keep 
every body a league off, and may hop by himfelf *till 
he is weary. £efides, as Trim feems bent on f urging 
himfelf, and may have abundance of foul humours Xi9 
work off, I think it cannot be belter placed, ^ 

P 6 B«| 



f Bat tliis is all isolation — Let me carry joa back 
to matter of fadt;' and tell yon what kipd of ftand Trim 
las actually made behind the faid deik : '* Neighbours 
and townfmen all, I will be fworn before my lord 
mayor, that yohu and his niaeteen men in buckram have 
abufed me worfe than a dog; for they told you I play'd 
.fail and go loofe with the tate parfon and him, in that 
old difpute of theirs about the reading^dejkt and that I 
made matters worfe between them, and not better." 

Of this charge Trim declared he was as innocent ai 
the child that was unborn — ^that he would be book- 
fworn he had no hand in it. 

He produced a ftrong witnefs, and moreover infinu- 
ated, ^ztjohn himfelf, inftead of being angry for what 
he had done in it, had aftually thanked him — Aye, 
Tm«, fays the wight in the plufii breeches, but that 
was, 7r/>», the day before JohniGKixA thee out. Be- 
fides, Trim^ there is nothing in that, for the very year 
that you was made town's pounder, thou knoweft well 
that I both thanked thee myfelf, and moreover g;avc 
thee a good warm fupper for turning Jthn Lund's cows 
and horfes out of my hard corn clofe, which if thou 
hadft not done, (as thou toldft me) I fhould have loft 
my whole crop ; wliereas John Lwid and Thomas Fatu 
who are both here to teftify, and are both willing to 
pkR their oaths on't, tliat thou thy felf were the very 
man who fet the gate open — and after all, it was not 
hee. Trim, 'twas thfe blackfnaith's poor lad who turn- 
ed them out— -— fo that a man may be thanked and 

rewarded 
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rewarded too, for a good turn which he nc^cr did, 
nor ever did intend. 

. Trim could not fuftain this unexpeded ftroke— fo 
Trim marched ofF the field without colours flying, or 
his horn founding, or any other enfigns of honour 
whatever. — Whether after this Trim intends to rally 
a fecond time — or whether he may not take it into his 
head to claim the vidlory — none but Trim himfclf 
•an inform you. 

However, the general opinion upon the whole is 
this, that, in three feveril pitch'd battles. Trim has 
been ^otrimmd as never difadrous hero was trimmed 
before. 

THE END. 
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